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1 Oracion's triumph thrills 


$ Palace, Lucban residents 


WHEN LEO ORACION'S NEIGHBORS IN 
Luchan, Quezon, heard that he had reached 
the summit of Mt. Evarest, hey broke Into ap- 
plause, 

"This isa big honor for Lucban,” Peter Ora= 
чоп, a brother of Leo's, sad in Filipino over 
GMA T's early evening newscast. "Of all the 
people in our town, only he had the inner 
Strength to climb Everest. 

Even as a boy, Leo was into sports ке 

'ORACIONSS At 


32-year-old Leo Oracion reaches Everest summit 


By Alcuin Papa 


TRIUMPH AND DEEP EMOTION MARKED THE 
announcement yesterday of triathlete Leo Ora- 
‘cion that he had made it to the summit of Mt. 
Everest. 

"The Philippine eagle has land 
ed,” was the radio message of the 
Fist Filipino to set foot on the ci 
roof of the world, according to 
Regie Pablo, team leader of the 


wil 


Philippine Mt. Everest Expe- 
E), of which Ora- 


The 32-year-old Oracion 
reached the summit at 3:30 p.m. 


YAN ANG 
MERRY By Edgar Alejo 
KRISMAS! 


and Niño Jesus Orbeta 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


STO. DOMINGO, ALBAY— CHAPEL 
bells rang at around 5:45 a.m. yes- 
terday, sending dozens of villagers, 
including invalid elders and toddlers 
bome on their fathers’ shoulders, 
rushing out of their huts to high 
ground in Barangay Bubatan here. 
The mock tsunami warning al- 
so set off alarms from Guam to 
Singapore as two dozen Pacific 
Rim nations held ап unprece: 
dented drill organized after Asia's 
monster tsunami of 2004. 
The massive drill, dubbed the 
егисе Pacific Wave 2006," 
was conducted over two days that 
saw several real earthquakes hit 
the region, including one north of 
New Zealand that triggered a re- 
ASCHAPELAR 


Opus Dei 


By Ma. Ceres P. Doyo 
(Firs of tro ports) 


JESUS ESTANISLAO WAS PUR- 
rate degree in eco- 

nomics at Harvard University in 
1961 when he met a group of Pil- 
ipinos raising funds for a chapel 
of Opus Del close to the universi- 
idge, Massachusetts. 

Т should do my 


Impeach bid 
ushers in early , 
Christmas ' 
By Michael Lim Ubac 


ADMINISTRATION ALLIES 
in rhe House of Representa- 
tives can't wait for the oppo- 
sition to revive impeach- 
ment proceedings against 
President Macapagal-Ar 
royo, hoping it would usher 
inan early Christmas, 

"Tam in receipt of numer- 
ous requests from majority. 
solons requesting its certain 
filing,” sald Rep. Rolex Su- 
plico in a telephone inter- 
view. 

“They that the 
IMPEACH AS 


said 


“L thoug 


SC chief: We uphold civil liberties vs gov't action 


By Armand М, Nocum Center in Washington, Pangani- 
ban said that the cours recent 
decisions affirmed its commit- 
ment to "safeguard the liberty of 
‘our people and to nurture thelr 
prosperity, whlle upholding the 
rule of law and the independence 
ofthe judiciary” 
Panganiban referred to “a 
mark" rulings on pet 
Ing Executive Order No. 464 ban- 
ning officials from congressional 


CHIEF JUSTICE ARTEMIO PA- 
nganiban yesterday sald that the 
Supreme Court was asserting Its 
independence when it struck 
down as unconstitutional acts of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo re- 
garded as inimical to civil liber 
ties 

In a speech before graduate 
students of the Georgetown Law 
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(5:30 p.m. Philippine ime), Pablo 
said, citing information relayed in 


Base Camp (5,400 meters or 


17,00 


е adventure racer and М 

for the FPMEE would 

ak earlier in 

the day but was reportedly 
bogged down by “traffic” 


пай. 


He was among а 30-member 


unprecedented dril covering 24 Paci and Asian nations. In Sto. Domingo, Albay, the elderly and toddlers on thelr 
oftheir huts as the vilage chapel bells sound an alarm for immediate evacuation. 


in RP: It began with 3 Harvard boys 


part” narrates Dr. Estanislao, 66, 
noted economist and former fi- 
the Corazon 
Aquino administration. An Opus 


{father’s shoulders march out 


Def пш 


tanislao 


served 


Dei regional director for Asia. 
"Then a priest of the Opus Del 

assigned 

Lecomte Genoa—told me that it 


inquiries, the Calibrated Preemp- 
tive Response 
against demonstrators and Pres 
dential Proclamation No. 1017 
that placed the country under a 
‘weeklong state of emergency in 


Februar 
^n 


mental 
said 


QU 
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team composed of Swiss, Korean the news. 
and American mountaineers as 
well as Sherpas, indigenous peo- 
ple who serve as guides and 
dimbing partners. 

The team was slowed down 
considerably upon reaching the 
Hillary Step, а 40-foot wall of 
rock around an hour to the sum- 
тй. 

"This is a big accomplishment 
for a country at sea level," Pablo 
told the INquinER just after he got 


us, Ёз like putting а 


other 
values and outlook on 
said 


а 


map: 


As chapel bells ring, Albay villagers ‘evacuate’ 


FROM GUAM TO THE PHILIPPINES, a mock tsunami warning sends villagers to higher ground during 


secretary 
imerary, Es- 


as Opus 


there—Fr. 


y 
all 


actions,” 


aS ommum 
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(CPR) 


these cases, 

‘Supreme Court upheld the prima- 

су of civil liberties over gover 
Panganiban 


was not 1 who would do the Сићойе Church wasal 
workin other words, twas God 
who was going to do the work 
through the worker 
“ie was the fst, 
REPORT tine iiwas eld: 
me that way Te 
‘cals Estanislao. That was how he 
фер. to understand Opus Del 
Code work in Lati) end what 
Wis Gaston win the 


University in New York 


Alfonse 
o 


He stressed that any move to 
suppress the rights of Filipinos in 
exchange for economic progrest 
would not succeed. “Filipinos 
may endure occasional hunger 
bur they will never tolerate injus- 
tice and indignity for ong.” 
He said this was the reason 
President Ferdinand Marcos 
regime failed to pro- 
longterm economic 


poli 

the Philippine cou 
adopt the “view that 
ist in a vacuum," 


country." 


the Thus, he sald, the 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


“We have no experience with 
alpine conditions; this is alien to 


the moon. We also showed the 
expeditions our positive 


Estanislao wasn't in a spiritual 
search mode at that time. He had 
sudied in Catholic 
ties—the Divine Word Missionaries! 
San Carlos University in Cebu for 
college and the Jesuits’ Fordham 


ters. Priesthood or membership in a 
religious group was never in his 


Panganiban also sald that un 
like its foreign counterparts, 


“stark realities of poverty in our 


Judiciary must work hard at con- 
tributing to the country's prosper- 
йу. Panganiban said liberty and 


stopped from leaving RP 
Feast of crispy pata, lechon 
awaits Everest conquerors 
By Christian V. Esguerra 
EVERY DISH TREY MISSEDINSCALINGTHE ` | 
world's tallet mountain they wili find on the table 
when they get home. i 

Nothing shortofafeastistongpreparedtor | 
(ео Oracion and Erwin Pastor Emataby helt} 
‘colleagues inthe First Philippine ML Everest Ex- 


petition (FPMEE). There will be crispy pata, 
‘chon, shawarma, and, of course, hugs. 


А ve 
CONQUERED as of 3:30 
Nepal time (5:30 p.m. here), May. 
17, 2006. (Photographed by 
Jon-jon Rufino from about 6,000 
‘meters (about 20,000 feet) on ће 
-porthern route to the peak, 


THE 
CONQUEROR, 
Leo Oracion, 
hones his 
‘mountaineering 
skills at Muztagh 
Atain Tibet 
China, on April 7, 
making it to its 
summit of 24,757 
feet where he 
planted the 
Philippine colors. 


Gov't posts 
rare budget 
surplus 

in April 


Filipino on 


things," he 


Pablo also said Oracion's feat 
would put the Philippines on the 

mountaineering 
а boost to the reputa- 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT POSTED A 
таге budget surplus in April, five 
times higher than the surplus 
posted a year earlier, as lower ex- 
penditures made up for weaker- 
than-expected income tax rev- 
enves. 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves yesterday said the gover- 
ment had a budget surplus of 
P17.6 billion in April, with rev- 
enues reaching POS billion and 
expenditures amounting to P77.4 
billion, 

The budget surplus in the same 

d month last year amounted to 

Š P3.3 billion. 

“Teves said the Р50-ЫШоп bud- 
get deficit for the first four 
months was also below the short- 
{2 fall of P60.1 billion a year earlier, 

IE puring the government on track 

fin meeting its budget deficit tar- 

B ger of P125 billion compared to 

[s fast years P146.8 billion. 

1: Thesurplusboosed Philippine 

Й? dollar bonds, with bonds due in 

2031 and 2016 rising three- 
tights of a point on expectations 
of sustained improvements in the 
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Critics pan 
‘Da Vinci’ 
in Cannes 


CANNES, FRANCE—'THE DA 


about. 


"universi 


forhismas- Vinci Code" drew lukewarm 


praise, shrugs of indifference, 
Some jeering laughter and a few 
derisive jabs on Tuesday from ar- 
guably the words toughest 
movie crowd—erities at the 
Cannes Film Festival 

Тһе years most anticipated 
movie, "The Da Vinci Code,” has 
sparked protests from Christian 
groups as far away as South Ko: 
rea, Thalland and India. 

Protest actions inchided boy- 
cos, a hunger strike and attempts 
toblockorshorten screenings. 

‘The movie was a generally 
faithful adaptation of Dan 
Brown's best seller, spinning a 
murder thriller that stems from a 
cover-up of secrets about Chris- 
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STOP: Anti-Cha-cha leaders Luz and Drilon 


By T] Burgonio 


THE NEWLY ORGANIZED STOP 
Cha-cha coalition says it is not 
daunted by the agreement of the 
Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives to discuss constitutional 
reform, and it is determined to 
mount more road shows and file 
more cases in court to derail any 
move to amend the Constitution 
while President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo is in power. 


Members of the coalition are also confident. 
that the senators would not bend over back- 
wards and agree to sit with the administra- 
tion-dominated House in a constituent as- 
sembly to amend the 1987 Charter. 

Byagreeing tothe dialogue, the Senate was 
merely performing its role in the system of 
checks and balances, former Social Welfare 
Secretary Corazon “Dinky” Soliman said yes 
terday. 

“I think that the Senate is being true to its 
mandate of making democratic institutions 
work, defying what Malacañang is doing, 
which is to corrupt all democratic institu- 
tions, she said at a public forum in Makati. 

“Iris Malacafang that is in a panic because 
their plans are mot coming to fruition as 
promised by their operators,” she added. 


Trucks & 
Equinmen 


4-DAY 


PUBLIC AUCTION 


DADE TAMENTADVO DARI IA 


„AND GO: Pro Cha-cha advocates led by Raul Lambino 


Cha-cha foes unfazed by alent 


Soliman, together with nine resigned Cabinet 
collegues, is а member of the Black & White 
Movement which is part ofthe STOP (Sa Tamang 
Ога at Paraan) Chacha coalition that indudes 
people like former President Corazon Aquino, fr 
mer Vice President Teofsto Guingona, Senate 
President Frankin Dion and other political, busi- 
ness and youth leaders 

Senators and congressmen agreed to the 
dialogue in last Tuesday's meeting of the Leg- 
абе Executive Development Advisor 
Committee called by Ms Arroyo to discus pri- 
ority measures. 

"House Majority Leader Prospero Nograles said 
yesterday that he Lower House would not insit 
On the two chambers voting as one in a con- 
збен assembly if they agreed beforehand on 
‘what constitutional amendments to adopt. 

“If they agree to amend the Constitution, 
why по?” Nograles said in an interview 
"What is important is the finished prod 
We could do it whether voting separate 
jointly as long as ics a done deal" 

"As soon as we cam reach an agreement on 
which provisions would be revised, it wil now be 
easier to determine if we move forward with the 
Cha-cha through Consituent Assembly which is 
favored by mos congressmen, o through a Con- 
sácuonal Convention, whichis prefered by the 
Senate Nograles added. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said the 
President was "gladóened" by the develop 
ment 

"IS the Senate and the House leaderships 
prepare for talks, we are hopeful that they 
‘will find a middle ground to move forward 
Charter change,” Bunye said in a statement. 
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At yesterday's STOP Cha-cha forum, Drilon 
allayed fears that the Senate had softened ир 
оп its stand that both chambers must vote 
separately 

“Contrary to the spin, nething happened 
yesterday except an agreement that our 
chairs on constitutional amendments will sit 
down today and talk Nothing else has 
changed,” Drilon said. 

“All this talk about the Constitution being. 
amended by July 2007 is all part of propagan- 
da. ©з quite obvious that it will not happen," 
he added. 

Former Sen. Vicente "Ting" Paterno said he 
believed it was necessary for the Senate to go 
to the dialogue "so that they will not be seen 
as intransigent.” But he warned the Senate. 

involvement in a constituent assem- 

it would be suspect and lose credibility. 
ha-cha coalition 
its community-based 
ide to explain the truth 
behind the administration's attempt to amend 
iion via a constituent assembly or 


mag С 

оп Elections at around 3 p.m. today. 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay, head of the 
ion's legal task force, said the group was 
more cases before courts in 
i, Pasig and Quezon cities, 
то stp the Comelec from verify. 
ing signatures in the administration-orches- 
trated people's initiative. With reports from 
Philip C. Tubeza and Christine О. Avendaño 


Gonzalez 
fires back 


at Cuenco 


By Armand N. 
Nocum 


JUSTICE SECRETARY 
Raul Gonzalez yester- 
day dared Cebu Rep. 
‘Antonio Cuenco to 
join the Batasan 5 as 
pam of their legal 
team even as he de 
nied accusations that 
the Deparment of 
Justice is dictated by 
а Marcosian thinking. 
“You may have the 
Mareosian thinking 
your head because. 
you cooperated with 
Marcos from Day 1 of 
Martial Law. We can 
траге our records 
during Martial Law 
and see who was 
dancing to the Mar- 
cosian music, which 1 
never did,” said Gon- 
zalez, a human rights 
lawyer during the 
Marcos years, in a 
lester to Cuenco. 
Gonzalez was г 
acting to statements 
from Cuenco for the 


= 


ISUZU GIGA EXR TRACTOR HEADS M 
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President not to listen 
to sychopants like 
Gonzalez who figure 
in legal entangle- 
ments like the pursuit 
ive pary-list con- 
gressmen accused of 
rebellion. Cuenco 
said such moves only 
work against efforts 
to unite those in gov- 
еттеп. 
Gonzalez said he 
could not understand 
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why Cuenco cannot 
see the need for the 
DOJ to go after those 
‘out to bring the gov- 
‘ernment down. 
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Senators propose 
amendments to 
rules on inquiries 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


А DAY AFTER SENATORS AT- 
tended a meeting in Mala- 
сабап, some of them yester- 
day sought to amend the Sen- 
ate rules governing inquiries in 
aid of legislation supposedly to 
encourage witnesses to appear. 
inits hearings. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Francis Pangilinan, chair of 
the Senate rules committee, 
said the revision of the rules. 
on Senate inquiries would 
hopefully "lead to better coop- 
eration between the Senate 
and the executive depart- 
ment" 

The proposed amendments 
would undoubtedly please 
Malacafiang, which has brand- 
ей the hearings as "in aid of 
destabilization” and sought to 
derail chem by issuing Execu- 
tive Order 464. 

Pangilinan and Senators 
Ralph Recto, Manuel "Mar" 
Roxas П and Pia Cayetano filed 
Senate Resolution 482 despite 
an earlier Supreme Court rul- 
ing declaring as unconstitu- 
tional parts of EO 464 particu 
larly those barring government 
officials from appearing inc 
gressional hearings without 
the Presidents consent. Mala- 
сабап has said it would зеека 
reconsideration of the SC rul- 
ing. 

În their resolution, the 
four senators proposed the 
addition of six provisions, 
which are intended to “rights 
of a person appearing in or 
affected” by the Senate in- 
quiries. 


Advance copy 

"The new provisions include 
requiring a potential witness © 
Submit hs or her writen testi- 
топу three days in advance, 
the ring of a lawyer who shal 
heip the committee screen the 
testimony the holding of exec 
tive sessions for confidential 
mates and giving a person to 
фе mentioned by a witness the 
opportunity to testify to an- 
Swer allegations against him or 

My fellow senators and 1 
are proposing amendments 

in hopes of assuring wit- 
esses that their rights will 
be respected and to encour 
age them to appear before 
Senate investigations in aid 
of legislation," Pangilinan 
sid 

He sald the new provisions 
were meant to address the 
Concerns of persons appear- 
ing in the Senate, including 
government officials, that 
their rights will be respected 
as mandated by the Constitu- 
Чоп. 

"These proposed amend- 
mens would also ensure 
that the cooperation of wit- 
nesses would not lead to 


PANGILINAN 


their rights being preju- 
diced. We hope this too may 
lead to better cooperation 
between the Senate and the 
executive department,” 
Pangilinan said. 


Newrules 

Thenewrulesare: 

Every investigation shall 
specify the laws, orders, rules 
that will be reviewed 

* The rights of a witness ap- 
pearing in or affected by an in| 
quiry shall be respected 

* Every witness intending =! 
or invited to appear befo 
an investigation shall submit | 
а written statement of 
his/her testimony at least: 
three days before the sched- 
шей appearance unless the 
majority of the members of 
the committee determines. 
the urgency of one's testimo- 
ny in which case the witness 
will be excused from this rez 
quirement. 

This requirement for an ай. 
vance copy of a testimony has... 
been raised by pro-administra-* 
tion senators during the сол 
troversial Senate “jueteng” їп 
vestigation where members of 
the Presidents family were im 
plicated 

* Holding of an executive" 
session when: matters соп 
cern national security or% 
committee procedure; when 
testimony will tend о> 
charge ап individual with} 
crime or misconduct, to бїз. 
grace or injure professional” 
standing of an individual, or | 
expose him or her to publi 
contempt and violate his or Y 
her right to privacy; when 
testimony will disclose the 
identity of an informer or 
law enforcer. 

e The committee shall hire 
a lawyer to "assist the commit- g| 
tee in evaluating the testimony,“ 
of the witness and in distin-> 
guishing between admissible:2| 
and inadmissible testimony” 5) 

e Giving a right to the іт. 
pugned person to file a sworn 2i 
statement or personally appear: 
to testify or submit questions in 
writing that would be used for 
the eross-examination of the. 
witnesses. 
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By Christine ©. Avendaño 


Five MONTHS AFTER THE DEATH 
‘of Reynaldo Wycoco, Malacafiang 
Кав yet to come up with his perma- 
"Bent replacement as head of the 
National Bureau of Investigation. 


e 


ROONEY 


m 


‘This after Executive Secretary 
Eduardo Ermita announced yes- 
terday that from being officer in 
charge of the NBI, Nestor Mantar- 
ing was designated as its acting 
director. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 


or 


appointed Mantaring last April appointment of five other offi- Lastimoso who was appointed аз pany, Antonio Habana as mem- 
SU ond his appointment paper cia to various positions, They Director 5 ofthe Metro Rail Tran- Бег and chair of the Board of Di- 
was released last April 28. Were appointed to these posi. sit Line 3; Josefina Santos аас rectors ofthe Bataan Technology 
“Wycoco succumbed to a stroke tions by the President from May - ing member of the Board of Par- Park Ine; and Stefano, Sano, 
in December last year. 3004. dons and Parole; Federico Puno member of the board of Direc- 
In his weekly news confer. These were former Philippine as member of the Board of Direc- tors of the Bataan Technology 
ence, Ermita also announced the National Police chief Roberto tors of the Manila Electric Com- Park Ine, 
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From page Al 


tion of Filipinos in the moun- 
taineering world. I think that in a 
very strong way we showed them 
what we are made of. All around 
the world, people will look at Fil- 
ipinos with higher esteem." 


Strategy 

А second FPMEE climber, Er- 
win "Pastor" Emata, also 32, was 
expected to launch his own climb 
to the peak last night in the com- 
«pany of four climbers from Mal- 
lorca in Spain and their Nepalese 
guides, Valdez said. 

He was expected to reach the 
summit today. 

Pablo said the team split up 
Oracion and Emata as part of its 
“strategy’—Shust. in case the 
weather turns bad, there is а 
climber on standby" 

From the team’s account, Ora- 
clon started off from Camp 4, ће 

x final way station at the rarefied 
` а of 26,000 feet, on Tuesday 
night, and had been climbing 
since 

He had to fight off exhaustion, 
the thin air, and the cold (some 
{ times dropping to as low as -60 
© degrees Celsius) to reach the 

З peak. B 

Oracion brought with him an 
oxygen tank, water and some 
personal effects, including a cray- 
on drawing of the Philippine fag 

, by his 5-year-old daughter, 


; Dream come true 
In an interview aired over 
ABS-CBN, a principal sponsor of 
$ Огайоп$ climb, an emotional 
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THUMBS UP AND HIGH HOPES marl the launch of the First Philippine Mt. Everest Expedition in March 2004. тото 


Valdez said a Filipino on top of 
Everest was for him "a dream 
‘come true.” 

"We showed the whole world 
that if we [get] our act together 


we can accomplish anything. In- 
deed, the Filipino сап do it" 
Valdez said. 

Pablo was full of praise for his 
teammate who, he said, climbed 


from Camps 3 to 4 without the 
aid of oxygen tanks. 

"Leo is methodical with the 
things he does. He is a good per- 
son and he takes very good care 


Feast of crispy pata, lechon awaits Everest 
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"They must have missed Fil 
pino food so much during their 
stay at Mt. Everest, so well make. 
sure that their stomachs will be 
full once they get back,” said Ca- 
rina Dayondon, who, along with 
Janet Belarmino and Noelle 
Wenceslao, spoke with the Iw 
quen while awaiting news from 
the mountain yesterday. 

Dayondon, Belarmino and 
Wenceslao, the only women in 
the l7 member FPMEE, were 
beaming with pride at the 
prospect that two of their fellow 
climbers were soon to reach the 
peak of Everest. (Oracion made it 
to the top yesterday, with Emata 
not too far behind.) 

In mountain climbing, a team's 


success is measured when atleast 
опе member gets the job done, 
Belarmino explained. 

Next yea, the three women are 
scheduled to follow Oracion and 
Emata's lead. They are to leave 
tomorrow for an expedition in 
Alaska as part of their prepara- 
tions. 


Funniest 

Wenceslao said the experience 
and triumph of their two col- 
leagues would be invaluable in 
their effort to achieve a similar 9, 
feat. H 

"They are two of the strongest Ё 
members of our team, and we Ё 
look up to them for inspiration 
and encouragement," she said. 

And the funniest too, the 
women said. 


а. 
Bu. 


ORACION: Eagle has landed 


EMATA: Expected to reach. 
summit today 


of his teammates, He knows what. 
he is doing, and his Sherpa is ex- 
perienced," Pablo said. 

Oracion was expected to reach 
Camp 3 last night, and to make 
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the trek down for around eight 
hours today to reach Base Camp. 

Next year, the whole FPMEE is 
scheduled ‘to climb Everest 
(29,028 feet, or 8,848 meters) 
through the North and South 
routes. 

Some will be chosen as 
climbers; the rest will serve as 
support teams. 

"Tem members Pablo, Karina 
Davondon, Larry Honoridez, 
Janet Belarmino and Noelle 
Wenceslao were at the National 
Sports Grille in Greenbelt, Makati 
City, for a press conference when 
they heard the news of Oracion's 
feat. 

"When Pablo heard confirma- 
tion from Valdez, the team mem- 
bers erupted into shouts of joy. 
Shortly afterward, they gathered 
to say а quick prayer for the safe- 
ty of Oracion on his descent and 
of Emata on his own assault. 

“We have overcome every ob- 
stacle in our struggle. We thank 
those who supported us with 
their prayers," Honoridez told re- 
porters at the venue. 


Garduce 

Oracion and Emata arrived at 
the Everest Base Camp on April 
15. By then, rival climber Romi 
Garduce had been preparing for 
his own attempt to become the 
first Filipino to plant the national 
flag at the summit. 

Garduce, 37, who had arrived 
atthe Base Camp late in March, is 
due to reach the summit tomor- 
том, according to his principal 
sponsor, GMA 7. With an AFP re- 
port 


conquerors 


"Their humor kept us alive dur- 
ing our treks," Dayondon said, re- 
calling an instance when Emata 
showed up wearing a traffic 
aide's vest and knee-high socks. 

But when it came to climbing 
mountains, Oracion and Emata 
were all business, and acted as 
big brothers to other members of 
the team. 

Dayondon said the two moun- 
taineers often stayed at the end of 
the line, encouraging disheart 
‘ened climbers to go on and even 
carrying part of their load, and 
making sure that по one would 
beleftbehind. 


Not impossible 
Dayondon said the physica 


and mental strength of Oracion 
and Emata had long convinced 


Oracion's triumph thrills Palace, Lucban residents 


А 


swimming, cycling and basket- 
ball, Peter said. He was in high 
school when he started climbing 
mountains. 

“He would climb Mt. Banahaw- 
over and over by himself,” Peter 
said, "He would also jump back- 
wards from Arko Bridge, but with 
a harness" 

Family members were sur 
prised at the huge undertaking 
that Leo's climb had become. But. 
they said they had no doubt that 
he had the capability to make it. 

Said Loreta Oracion of her el- 
der brother: “Of course, all of us. 
эге very happy. We're so proud of 
‘my kuya because he has realized 
his dream, Even as a child, he 
‘wanted to climb mountains. He is 
always after adventure.” 

Loreta said the family*was 
planning a reunion, perhaps even. 
a small party, for her brother 

‘Also reportedly being planned 
were a special welcome by the 


‘Sangguniang Bayan and a motor- 
cade for Lucban's native son, 


Palace rejoicing 

Early yesterday, with Oracion's 
feat yet to be confirmed, Mala- 
cañang could not contain its ex 
citement and sent congratula- 
tions to him and Erwin "Pastor" 
Ела. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita told reporters that the ex- 
pected success of the two 
Climbers showed "he in- 
domitable spirit of... men, espe- 
aly if they're Filipinos” 

‘equal to anyone in the 
world; Ermita said, adding that 
the Palace was "rejoic[ing] that 
they're accomplishing this feat." 

You сап imagine how the 
world will be looking at Filipinos 
being able to plant the Philippine 
flag оп top of Mt. Everest," Ermita 
said. "We are proud of [them].” 

Asked whether Malacafang 
would roll out the red carpet for 
the climbers, Ermita said he was 


"sure" they would be invited by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, es- 
pecially because she wanted Fil 
ipinos to take pride in the 
achievements of others. 


Nervous 

In Davao City, Pastor Emata's 
wife Mary Ann said she and the 
rest of the family were feeling 
nervous as he approached the 
summit of one of the world's most 
dangerous mountains. 

Mary Ann said that while she 
and the family knew Pastor to be 
а seasoned mountain climber, 
they could not avoid worrying 
about his safety and that of the. 
other members of the First 
Philippine Mt. Everest Expedi- 
tion. 

"We ask you to pray for their 
safety Let us pray that their climb 
would be successful,” she told the 
guint yesterday. 

Mary Ann said she last spoke. 
with her husband on Saturday: 
*He told me he was missing me 


and the children." 

The Ematas have two children. 
and live in Tagum City some 60 
kilometers north of Davao. 

Mary Ann quoted her husband 
as saying that he and the other 
climbers were fine. 

"They will rest a little upon ar- 
riving at Camp 4, and start climb. 
ing again [Wednesday] evening," 
she said. 


‘Mama's boy’ 

By his wifes account, Pastor 
(nicknamed thus because of his 
religious ent) has been climbing 
mountains since he was 13—a 
passion that intensified in 1995 
When his mother passed away. 

"He was deeply hurt by his 
mothers death, His passion even 
became more intense because of 
that, хо he climbed Mt. Apo and 
stayed there for two weeks,” 
Mary Ann said. 

She described him as a "Ma- 
ma'sboy" 

Pastor completed a tourism 


Gov't posts rare budget surplus in April 


From page Al 


‘government’ finances. 

Some analysts saw the surplus 
аз a sign that fiscal reforms—in 
cluding the implementation of 
the 12-percent expanded value- 
added tax (VAT) in Febru- 
ary—were taking hold in the 
Philippines, Asia's largest issuer 
of sovereign debt after Japan. 


The unimpressed 

But nor everyone was im- 
pressed with the test numbers- 
Fhe details were less tha stel- 
даг ait the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue (BIR) undershooting its 
revenue target for. April by 
around 10 percent, sid Sin 
Beng Ong, economist at JP Mor- 


Li 


gan Chase. 

Expenditures in April shrank 7 
percent to P77.4 billion while 
spending in the first four months 
оГ the year ballooned 10 percent 
to P350 billion as the government 
coughed up money for the con- 
struction of bridges, schools and 
roads after years of scrimping. 

Government — expenditures 
were expected to rise in May and 
June as the government planned 
to accelerate capital investment 
before the rainy season sets in. 


More work needed 

"rhe surplus was aided by low- 
er expenditures, Bul since we ex- 
pect cash disbursements to be 
higher in May and June, we have 
to work on the revenue side if we 


want to stay on track of the fiscal 
target for the full year,” Teves said 
ina press conference. 

The BIR, which accounts for 
two-thirds to three-fourths of 
government revenues, collected 
P71.4 billion in April against its 
target of P78.6 billion. 

Teves said income tax pay- 
ments in April of P48.5 billion 
were 15 percent below target as 
large companies used their exis 
ing tax credits against their tax 
payments, resulting in lower cash 
collections. (Related story on 
Business, Page Bl.) 

Ws really in the income tax 
that we had a setback," Teves 
said. "The challenge on the rev- 
enueside is to make sure we don't 
havethe same kind of difficulty as 


we had in April" 

їп April, VAT collections 
amounted to only P10.98 billion, 
slightly lower than the BIR target 
of PLA billion. 

The government is banking on 
extra revenues of about P75 billion 
а year from the 12 percent VAT. 

“Teves sald the Bureau of Cus- 
toms (BOC), which collects tariffs 
‘on imports, collected P16.3 billion, 
slightly lower than its P16.51-bil- 
lion target for the month. 

Customs ‘Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales, however, dis- 
puted the figures of the finance de- 
partment, saying the bureau acrual- 
ly collected P16.58 billion. Morales 
said the BOC and the DOF would be 
reconciling the collection figures. 

‘The Bureau of the Treasury, 


and travel management course at 
the Mindanao Aeronautical Tech- 
nical School in Davao City. 

He is employed as a tourist 
guide and usually accompanies 
researchers. He is also a member 
of the Davao-based Sandawa Mt. 
‘Apo mountaineering club. 

Rey Sumagaysay, a close friend 
and fellow climber in Davao, said 
Pastor had asked him during their 
‘most recent conversation to pre- 
pare a roast pig for his homecom- 
ing celebration. 

He said he was not expecting 
Pastor to make good on the 
promise to become one of the first 
Filipinos to reach the summit of 
Everest, 

"Ttold him to just plant our flag 
once he gets there,” Sumagaysay 
said. 


Under contract 

In Bataan, the family of yet an- 
other mountaineer, Romi Gar- 
duce, is praying for God's provi- 
dence to keep him safe and help 


which collects dividends. from 
state-owned firms, collected P4.8 
billion during the month, slightly 
higher than its P4.7-billion target. 


Target too high 

"The BIR wants the finance de 
partment to lower the bureau's 
revenue goal of P675 billion this 
year, up 26 percent from 2005, 
Saying the target may be too high. 

"The BOC is also seeking a lower 
ing of ts collection target this year, 
saying the governments decision 
to reduce oll tr, which is csti- 
mated to тёз in foregone rev- 
enues of as much as Р5.2 billion, 
Should result ij a corresponding 
decrease in s collection target, 

Bur Teves insisted the goals 
were “realistic and ayainabla.” 


their teammates that reaching 
the top of Everest would not be 
an impossible task for the two 

"The capability is there. Ies on- 
ly the weather that will spell the 
difference,” Wenceslao said. 

‘The women got to know Ora 
clon and Emata when they began 
training with the FPMEE in 2004. 

In March, the five of them 
joined the Philippine Coast Guard 
аз draftees for its quick-reaction 
and search-and-rescue missions. 

"They will be a great asset to 
the organization," Lt. Comman 
der Joseph Соупе, PCG 
spokesperson, told the Ingumen. 

"Their compensation? The op- 
portunity to rescue people in dis- 
tress, and monthly pay ranging 
from P3,000 to P9,000. 


him realize his dream of reaching 
the summit. 

Romi' niece, Ella, said family 
members were gathering regular- 
ly for prayers. "We're behind him. 
We pray a lot, offer Masses and 
novenas," she said in a phone in- 
terview from the family home in 
Barangay Tinajero in Balanga 
су. 

Citing an exclusive contract 
with GMA 7, family members de 
clined to talk about how they 
were feeling about Romi' climb. 

Romi, the Philippines’ "highest 
altitude record holder" left Ever- 
est Base Camp on Sunday and 
was expected to reach Camp 3 
yesterday or today. 

He was expected to reach 
Camp 4 after another day of 
trekking, From there, he will 
make his final climb to the peak. 

With reports from Christine О. 
Avendaño in Manila; Dennis 
Jay C. Santos, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau; Tonette Orejas, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk 


He added the government 
would пос change the combined 
revenue target of P872 bil 
lion—up 29 percent бот 
2005—for the BIR and Bureau of 
Customs this ye 

The government, which is 
fighting corruption, evasion and 
weak implementation of tax 
laws, wants to cut this year’s bud- 
get deficit to P125 billion, or 21 
Percent of gross domestic prod- 
uct from P146.5 billion, or 2.7 
percent of GDR in 2005. 

Tn 2005, the government, 
which spends about а third of its 
budget on interest payments for 
about $76 billion In foreign and. 
domestic debt, had budget sur- 
Pluses in April June and August. 

With a report from Reuters 
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DECASTRO 


Noli assures 
cardinal of gov't 
assistance for 
rail squatters 


By Cynthia D. Balana. 


VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO 
yesterday assured Manila Archbishop 
Gaudenclo Cardinal Rosales of an "ine 
city resettlement and beneficary-led de- 
velopment” for the 32,000 squatter fami- 
lies affected by the rehabilitation of the 
Philippine National Railway tracks or the 
Southall project, 

De Castro sald the concerns raised by 
Rosales in his letter which was addressed 
tothe Vice President in behalf of the relo- 
cated familles wore not inaccurate 

“ne is unfortunate that some quarters 
have presented to the Archbishop issues 
that ae either recycled, Inaccurate ог 
not in thelr proper contest,” De Castro in 
a letter-reply to Rosales. 

“The welfare of the relocatees has al- 
ways been a paramount concern to the 
government, We are extending all forms 
of assistance to ease thelr plight,” he 
sold. 

‘The over $50-million government 
project will cover the Philippine National 
Railways 36-Kllometer таймау from 
Caloocan City to Alabang, Muntinlupa 
City: Once completed, t will have the ca- 
pacity to carry roughly 187,000 passen- 
gers a day. 

їп a letter to De Castro dated May 12, 
Rosales sought the latter's assurance that 
the displaced families would be relocate 
ed to а site with adequate facies and 
‘would be given alternative "In-lty relo- 
cation sites.” 

Rosales said that poor people living 
along the raliroad tracks from Caloocan 
to Los Bufos had come to him several 
times confiding thelr relocation prob- 
Jems such as children’s education, family 
income, distant relocation and excessive 
concern for cut-off dates and deadlines 
regarding the relocation process, 

Rosales also said that based on a study 
conducted by the Urban Poor Associates, 
the situation at the relocation site In 
Cabuyao, Laguna, was  "serlousy 
poor the water no potable without 

отв; there is still no light and familly 
incomes have fallen to P5,568 on aver- 
‘age п month from a pre-location level of 
6,500 to P7,500," the cardinal’ letter 
read. 


Looking for solutions 

De Castro said that while he recog- 
nized the difficulties of these affected 
families, the said government housing 
sector had not ceased looking for solu- 
tions, 

Не sald that since the relocation pro- 
Jest began, he had been holding dia- 
logues with the stakeholders Including 
multilateral organizations private sector 
groups, non-government organizations, 
peoples organizations and the benefica- 
Ties themselves, to minimize the disloca- 
Чоп of affected families, 

De Castro also sald that he was con- 
vinced an in-clty resettlement and bene- 
ficlary-led development is the best ap- 
proach to take in relocating the settlers 
along the North and South rails after a 
thorough review of several options pre- 
sented 

"1 have directed the agencies under 
me to ensure that this approach is pre- 
sented and explained properly to the 
beneficiaries, They are the ones who will 
be affected by our actions," the Vice Pres- 
{dent sad, 

He pointed out that differences in po- 
sitions notwithstanding, the government 
shelter sector had worked smoothly with 
various organizations assisting the relo- 
спев 

"These Included ће Homeless People's 
Federation assisted by Pr. Atilajano Fajar- 
do, (CM of the Vincentian Missionary), 
che Diocese of Malolos through Fr. Den- 
Tis Espejo and Fr, Vince Reyes, the 
Grwad Kalinga led by Executive Director 
Anonio Meloto and the UN Habitat, 
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1,300 soldiers set to evict ex-Navy officers 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


THE PHILIPPINE NAVY HAS FORMED 
a 1,300-strong team to evict over 50 re- 
tired Navy and Marine senior officers 
from their quarters in Fort Bonifacio 
this Saturday. 

Tn a show of force, 100 junior officers 
and 1,200 soldiers assembled yesterday 
atthe Marine Headquarters grandstand, 
а stones throw away from the disputed 
Bonifacio Naval Station (BNS) quarters. 

“They should be ashamed of them 
selves. Where is their shame?” Task 
Force “Balik-Bahay” commander, Ma- 
rine Lt, Gol, Gioksan Dammang told the 
troops in a "pep talk” 

"The retired officers showed no sign 
of leaving their individual quarters in- 
side the BNS which they have claimed 
for their own in the past 15 years, 

"They maintained they have legally ac 
‘quired the 20-hectare lot through a tite is- 
Sued in 1992 to thelr group, the Naval Off 


cers Village Association Inc. (ЧОМАЙ. 

While the case is pending in court, past 
Navy leaderships have allowed these re- 
tired officers to stay on, much to the frus- 
tration of senior officers still in active duty 
who were entitled to the quarters. 

Three former Navy chiefs, Vice Admirals 
Emesto de Leon, Victorino Hingco and 
Mariano Dumancas even continued to use 
their quarters long after they have retired. 

De Leon retired in 2005, Hingco in 
2003 and Dumancas in 1994, 

Last Friday, the Navy served a "final 
notice of eviction” to 56 of the nearly. 
overstaying officers. They were given 
until Saturday to leave their quarters, 

De Leon and Hingco and retired Rear 
‘Admiral Octavio Раш have sent word 
to the Navy leadership they would 
move out before the deadline, 


D-Day for eviction 
“Saturday is our D-Day for the eviction. I 
‘don't care (if they resist eviction). We will 


follow orders” said Dammang, who liber- 
ally used cuss words in his pep alk. 

Мо ranking Navy or Marine officials 
were around at the troop formation, ex- 
cept for Navy spokesman Capt. Geroni- 
mo Malabanan and Marine spokesman 
14. Col. Ariel Caculitan, 

‘Malabanan said the task force was 
given a total of 40 M35 trucks, forklifts, 
ind payloaders to do its job. "We will 
mot extend the deadline unless they se- 
curea (court) order” he said, 

One of those to be evicted, retired. 
Rear Admiral Pio Garrido Jr. told re- 
porters he would not leave his quarters 

He appealed to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo to stop the eviction, as he in- 
voked a proclamation issued by her fa- 
ther, the late president Diosdado Maca- 
pagal in 1965 that declared areas ofthe 
Fort Bonifacio military reservation as 
housing sites. 

"The NOVAI acquired a land title to 
the BNS officers quarters in 1992 on 
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the basis of Macapagal’s Proclamation. 
461. In 1994, the NOVAL secured an in- 
junction from the Court of Appeals 
‘against thelr eviction. 

"We will not leave on Saturday... We 
are very afraid and anxious because 
more than one thousand soldiers are 
following illegal orders,” said Garrido, 
who spoke to reporters outside his 
quarters 

Other ranking officials who face evic- 
tion are former Marine commandants 
lt. Gen. Edgardo Espinosa and Em: 
manuel Teodosio; Rear Admiral 
Napoloen Baylon, Eriberto Verona, 
Manuel de Leon and Guerero de Guz- 
man and Maj. Gen. Guillermo Ruiz 

"The Navy said the overstaying offi- 
cers have also piled up P7 million in un- 
paid electricity and water bills. Those 
‘withthe highest debts are retired Com- 
modore Julito Casillan with P212,626, 
Commodore Rene Leandro Ebro with 
P154,502 and Espinosa with P132,810. 
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al, though minor, tsunami affect- 
ing only unpopulated islands. 

Te was the first-ever interna- 
tional tsunami drill that put to ac- 
tual test the disaster-prepared- 
ness and response capabilities of 
tsunami-prone communities. 

While they awaited the gosig- 
nal from civil defense officials, 
Buhatan villagers readied their 
food, ight and sleeping provisions. 

Аз they trekked to the desig- 
nated upper and safer ground, 
the evacuees brought along ther- 
mos bottles, biscuits, pots of rice, 
pails and bottles of wates, um- 
brellas and kerosene lamps. 

А crippled man with backpack 
joined the moving crowd with in- 
fants, a pregnant woman and sev- 
eral old people getting help. 

A dog showed up on the street 
to find his master. Children 
brought along their school bags 
while the mothers carried light 
essentials in plastic bags. 

Participated in by 12 countries 
їп the Asia-Pacific region, includ- 
ing those in the Indian Ocean 
where the terrible tsunami oc 
curred in December 2004, the 
two-day dry-run was able to test 
how fast the wamings were re- 
ceived and relayed from the na- 
tional civil defense agencies 
down to the concerned local dis- 
aster coordinating councils. 

‘The Pacific Tsunami Warning 
Center installed in Hawaii sent 
ош the warnings about mock 
earthquakes to the respective na- 
tional warning stations. 


Bells peal 
| In Buhatan which has a voting 
“population of around 700 and ап 
Estimated 1,400 families, the res 
iden were roused from their 
Sleep at around 3:30 a.m. by the 
Dealing of a bell in the vilage 
Chapel, located just some 20 me. 
ters away from the shoreline. 
With a megaphone оп one 
hand, a barangay anod (vilage 
5) went around the clus- 
ter of huts, urging te residents to 
же ready for an evacuacion. 
When the second bulletin was 
at 5:45 am, the bells 
successively rang, signaling im- 
mediate mass evacuation. 


From pate Al 
Palace's promises, including cash, 
projects and appointments, dur- 
ing last years impeachment have 
mot been complied with,” said the 
opposition congressman from lloi 
b. 

Afer bungling the impeach- 
ment attempt against Ms Arroyo 
ast year, Minority Leader Francis: 
Escudero announced Monday the 
opposition would resume its bid 
to unseat the 59-year-old Presi- 
dent when the Third Congress 
‘opens in July. 


No visit from Santa 

Escudero also threatened to 
expel from the minority bloc 
those who would not support the 
impeachment initiative. Last 
year, Ms Arroyo's majority allies 
soundly squelched the opposi- 
tion's effort to oust her over alle- 
gations she stole the 2004 presi 
dential election 

‘The Constitution allows only 
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WAITING FOR THE DRILL to start outside their home in Barangay Buhatan, Sto. Domingo, 
Albay a woman and child get set to evacuate as soon as the tsunami alarm sounds, 
PHOTOS SY No sis CANTO SOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


s ‘evacuate’ 


THE DISABLED are not exempted from participating in the 


‘The villagers lined up along 
the barangay road and proceeded 
toan elevated area. 

By6:15 a.m., the barangay was 
virtually deserted as some 1,400 
villagers were already settled on 
ап elevated open field. 

Roadside metal signs were set 
up by the Philippine Instirute of 
Volcanology and Seismology 
(Phivolcs) pointing the way to 
safety. 

There were also signs at the 
coastline declaring danger areas 
and requesting the people to 
to a higher elevation in times 
earthquakes. 

Boyer Rodriguez of the mumici- 
pal mayor's office described the 
Simulation exercise as giving im- 
portance to preparedness for pos- 
sible hazards and disasters 

‘The tsunami drill highlighted 


опе impeachment case to be 
filed against the President in 
one year. 

Suplico yesterday told re- 
porters some administration law- 
makers were unhappy that Mala- 
cañang had not lived up to 
promises they would be reward- 
ed for nipping the impeachment 
‘move in the bud last year 

"Santa Claus did not visit us, as. 
the Palace promised,” Suplico 
quoted one disgruntled Arroyo 
ally 

Assistant Majority Leader Mon- 
ico Puentevella of Bacolod City 
fumed at Suplico's swipe. "Must 
we be dragged into this spectacle 
of gutter politics once more?" 

yur people are already tired of 
too much politicking, 
Puentevella, pointing out that the 
impeachment circus" not Santa 
Сш, "was coming back to town." 

“The Palace does not dictate on 
us and we in the majority have our 
own sense of discernment in decid- 


4 


the proper warning system t 
culminated with a mock evacu: 
Чоп, which was very orderly. 

The quakes thar struck Tuesday 
and Wednesday, the 
suring magnitude 7.5, served as a 
vivid reminder of how seismically 
volatile the Pacific Rim can be. No 
damage or injuries were reported. 


Vivid reminder 

Wednesday's exercise маз 
aimed at avoiding any repeat of 
the 2004 disaster in Asia, when 
Killer waves hit a dozen nations 
and left 216,000 people dead or 
missing-—many of them because 
they were not forewarned of the 
danger. 


At the start of Wednesdays 


img on any impeachment com- 
plaing,” said Puentevella. "The mi- 
mority are already in a panic mode 
because of their imminent defeat" 


Kill move earliest 

Rep. Salacnib Baterina of По- 
cos Sur dismissed reports that 
Justice S Raul Gonzalez 
had ordered House supporters to 
kill at the earliest possible oppor- 
tuni any impeachment case 
against the President this year 

“The rules on impeachment 
will be followed to the letter and 
we will be transparent in all our 
actions,” said Baterina. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita was more candid. "Its not 
really unusual for a member of 
Cabinet or Justice Secretary Gon- 
zalez to take such a position." 

Ermita said it was also only nor- 
mal for the administration to say 
tha it did not expect the move to 
unseat Ms Arroyo to prosper. 

Rep. Marcelino Libanan of 


nations to signal a mock magni- 
tude 8.8 earthquake off the coast 
of Luzon. 

The exercise followed a similar. 
test on Tuesday, when officals 

imulated a scenario in which a 
92-magnitude quake hit Chile, 
triggering a tsunami that would 
have affected much of the Pacific 
Ocean region. 

In Malaysia, about 400 vil 
lagers living along the coast of 
Sabah stare on Borneo Island 
‘were evacuated as part of the 
drill. 

Malaysia's Meteorological Ser- 
vice said it received simulated 
earthquake and tsunami alerts 
from the Pacific Tsunami Warning 
Center in Hawaii and Japan's Me- 
teorological Agency early 
Wednesday. 

Renato Solidum, head of the 


dril that could one day save the entire barangay from a monster tsunami. 


Phivoles, sid he was impressed 
by the suong tumout for that 
countrys exercise. About two- 
thirds of Buhztan's 1,200-plus vil- 
lager joined while the rest went 
to work outside he village. 

Pablo Torrealba, a UN Develop- 
ment Program official who ob- 

ie drill, cited the enchusi 
response and close coordi- 
nation among local officials. 

"The message is that you need 
two combinations: wellcoordr 
nated national institutions and 
prepared communities. The com- 
bination will help to save lives, 


he told The Associated Press. 


Real earthquakes 
In Japan, Yuji Nishimae, an of- 
cial at Japan's Meteorological 
Agency, sid the exercise went as 
planned. 


hristmas 


biggest problem that 
ty has to hurdle is not the pro- 
cess in the House but getting 
enough signatures. They set 
their own policy—no 79 signa 
tures, no filing of raps. Thats 
their setback.” 

He referred to the number of 
signatures needed to move the 
‘complaint tothe Senate for rial 

libenan pointed out that d 

spite the efforts of the minority to 
bring the impeachment com- 
дай to the Senate last year “S1 
Signatures was the best they got 
even with the momentum of their 
‘Aroyo-oust campaign at that 
time.” 


No oneto blame 

“if they fail to get the magic 
number, they lose. Period. They 
have no one to blame but them- 
selves. The President does mot 
meddle in the individual decision 
of administration lawmakers,” 


п 


said Libanan. 
Opposition party-list Rep. 
mueva of the Citizens 
Battle Against Corruption de- 
scribed the new impeachment 
case as a “litmus test” to deter- 
mine the principles and source 
of conviction of each member of 
the opposition. 

Lito Monico Lorenzana, chair 
of the Charter Change Advoca- 
cy Commission, called on 
Congress to give priority to 
moves to amend the Constitu- 
tion and adopt the parliamen- 
tary system instead of impeach- 
ment. 

‘Charter reforms are needed to 
arrest the growing number of Fil- 
iino families going hungry, 
Lorenzana said." 

"The parliamentary form and 

deral structure will enable us to 
replace plundering and power- 
tripping leaders," he added, With 
reports from Christine О. Aven- 
daiio and Norman Bordadora 


Several earthquakes hit the Pa- 
cific region during the two days 
ofthe drill, including temblors off 
New Zealand, Indonesia and the 
Pacific island nation of Tonga. 

‘The latest, a magnitude 5.8- 
earthquake on Wednesday morn- 
ing, rattled Tonga at the same 
time that emergency authorities 
on the country’s islands were 
broadcasting simulated earth- 
quake alerts аз part of the Pacific- 
wide simulation. 

Early Wednesday, Мем 
Zealand national civil defense 
controller Mike O'Leary said the 
7.S-magnitude quake that hit 
north of that country's Kermadec 
Islands on Tuesday had generat- 
eda minor local tsunami that did 
not affect any populated areas. 

‘Chris Ryan, of the National Me- 
teorological and Oceanographic 
Center, the Australian organiza 
tion that sends tsunami warnings 
to emergency officials, said the 
test went according to plan in 
‘Australia, despite the quakes. 

“No major problems or unex- 
pected events apart from a couple 
of earthquakes before the exer- 
cise started—real ones, that is," 
he said, referring to the quakes 
that jolted New Zealand and In- 
donesia. 


Participants 

On Tuesday, major participa 
included Chile, Peru, Ecuador, 
Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, Е. Salvador, 
Guatemala, Mexico, Honduras, 
Aususlis, the United States, 
Canada and several Pacific is- 
Janás. 

Participants on Wednesday in- 
cluded the Philippines, Indone- 
Sia, Vietnam, Cambodia, Thai 
land, Malaysia, Singapore, Tai- 
wan, South Korea, Japan, Russia, 
China and several Pacific islands 

With a report from AP. 


PANGANIBAN: Independence 


SC chief: We 
uphold civil . . . 


From page Al 
prosperity should be regarded as 
‘mutually inclusive 

"Liberty becomes the guaran- 
tee that, free from all interference. 
and suppression, we all can con- 
ceive of the good life and act ac- 
cording to those conceptions. 1 
venture the proposition that a s0- 
ciety marked by such liberty is , 
prosperous,” he said, 

Panganiban had also given 
speeches before the United Nav 
tions Development Program and 
the Philippine American Cham 
ber of Commerce in New York. He. 
is set to give lectures in Eiyope 
later. 
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Palace unfazed by German threat to suspend investments in RP 


MALACANANG 15 
unfazed by the 
prospect of foregoing 
investments бот 
Germany because of 
the long delay in 
compensating Fra- 
port AG, the biggest 
foreign shareholder 
of Philippine Interna 
tional Air Terminals 
Co. (Pato), Юг 
building the Ninoy 
Aquino International 
Air Terminal 3. 

In a briefing, Fi- 
nance Secretary Mar- 
garito Teves said that 
while it was unfortu- 
mate that Germany 
‘would withhold in 
frastructure invest 
ments in the county 
pending the resolu- 
боп of the Naia 3 
compensation, “the 
country will just have 
to find ways and 


means to compensate 
for the foregone in- 
vestments from some- 
body else.” Germany 
funnels over $1 billion 
in annual investments 
into the country. 
German Ambas- 
sador Axel Raimund 
Weishaupt bared his 
countys рап to 
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freeze infrastructure 
investments in the 
Philippines in protest 
over the government's 
foot dragging in reach- 
ing an amicable settle- 
‘ment on the $450 mil- 
lion to $550 million 
being demanded by 
Fraport and Ро 
which built the Naia 3, 


The Supreme Court 
nullified Fraport and 
Piatco's Naia З con- 
tract and allowed the 
government to expro- 
priate the facility sub- 
Jeet to just and fair 
‘compensation. But 
Malacafiang wants to 
have а third-party as- 
sessor to determine 


port 


ra d 
СА ics 


(e 
[nOD 


ЕЛЕ 
P 
[207] 


XPRO 
mie 


wan 
"eie 
inito 


Sbort and Long Term 
AIRCON RENTAL 


NOW AVAILABLE: 


GD 


the just and fair com- 
pensation as it argued 
that a big chunk of the 
investments that Fra- 
and 

claimed to have spent 
on Naia 3 were used 
for bribes. 

"Teves said that he 
was not overly con- 
cerned about the Ger- 
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man ambassador's 
threat because he was 
skeptical on how 
much sway Weishaupt 
holds on his country- 
mens business deci- 


ШЇЇ 
tom 


sions. "We are not 
Sure the German am- 
bassador can influ- 
ence all German in- ving the economic 
vestors,"Tevessaid. алй political factors. 

For Teves, the key "If we strengthen our 


fundamentals а 
‘businessmen are look- 
ing into, wed be able. 
to generate more in- 
vestments from other 
countries," Teves said. 
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to keeping invest 
mens flowing into 
country was impro- 
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WE THIRST FOR PEACE 
(IN BULACAN) 


Peace is our prayer, hope and commitment, Peace is when the government no longer allots 
an indecent percentage of the national budget to military spending but to education and other 
services to the people.. Peace is when communities are no longer harassed by military troops, 
taking their chickens and rice harvests. There can be no genuine peace when basic human 
rights are trampled upon and when the people live in a climate of constant fear and 
intimidation. 

Statistics show an upsurge in the cases of human rights violation in the province of 
Bulacan since the deployment of the 24th Infantry Batallion to augment the forces of the S6th 
Infantry Batallion, and the assignment of Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan as the Commanding 
Officer of the 7th Infantry Division of the Philippine Army in Central Luzon last 
September 2005. 

‘Since President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo took office in 2001 and up to 2005, documented 
human rights violations in the province alone numbered at 36, of which 7 are cases of 
extrajudicial killings and 2 are enforced disappearances, not to mention the cases of physical 
harassment and mental torture affecting more that 1,300 workers, peasants, fisherfolks, 
urban poor and youths. 

From January to March 2006 alone, 13 civilians were killed, excluding many civilian and 
barangay officials who are victims of enforced disappearance, physical and mental torture 
and house burnings perpetrated by armed bonnet wearing men that residents suspect as 
having links with the military and in some cases, victims identify the perpetrators as ele- 
ments of the 56th IB and 24th IB of the Philippine Army. 

‘The victims are deprived of their basic right to live guaranteed no less than by our faith and 
by existing laws, both national and international. Without any formal charges, they were 
arbitrarily arrested or forcibly taken and even killed in the allegation that they are 
NPA sympathizers or supporters. This is contrary to the constitutional principle 
of presumption of innocence. The perpetrators acted as the accusers, the judges and 
the executioners 


Itis saddening however that the present administration is somewhat indifferent to these 
alarming cases of human rights violations in the whole country, including Bulacan where 
victims are civilians, suspected of being CPP-NPA sympathizers and activists identified with 
the progressive leftist groups. In a democracy like ours, rights of every citizen should be 
respected, regardless of religion, political beliefs etc. 

In this context, we appeal to President Arroyo to immediately conduct a prompt, thorough 
and impartial investigation of such human rights violations which have no place in a 
Christian nation such ours. These investigations should lead to the prosecution and punish- 
ment of the perpetrators so that authorities may thwart the "climate of impunity" and could 
send a clear message to all members of the police, military and other security forces that 
involvement in, or acquiescence to such human rights violations will never be tolerated. 

We also appeal to immediately pull out these military troops stationed in the province of 
Bulacan, for it is ironical that the rampant human rights violations occurred during the 
deployment of additional troops, particularly the 24th IB PA under Maj. Gen. Jovito 
Palparan. How come that in the Tamayo Farms Massacre in San Ildefonso, where 5 civilians 
were killed and 2 were forcibly taken by 15 armed bonnet-wearing men, the farm is 
located just 100 meters away from a military checkpoint and 200 meters away from a 
military detachment? 

As people of faith, we are called to be human rights advocates and peace builders. 
The peace that we should seek is the peace based on justice -where human dignity is upheld 
and no one is denied fullness of ife С 

"Ang Manlilikha ay ipinagkatiwala ang buhay ng tao sa kanyang mapanagutang 
pangangalaga, hindi upang gamitin ito ng walang pakundangan kundi upang alagaan ilo ng 
may katarungan at tapat na pag-ibig." (pastoral letter of Bishop Oliveros) 

Condensed from the statement "We Thirst for Peace (in Bulacan)" signed by 
concerned leaders and citizens of Bulacan. The signature drive to support this statement 
is still on-going. 


Signatories : Most Rev. Jose Р. Oliveros, D.D. -Bishop, Diocese of 
Malcios, Rev. Dr. Solito K. Toquore-Bishop, United Methodist Church- 
Mania Episcopal Area, Rt. Rev. Raymundo Rivera, Bishop- Iglesia Flpina. 
Indepenciente-Diocese of Bulscan-Baizan, Bishop Elmer Bolocon-OIC 
Bishop, Unfed Church of Chast in the Phis North Luzon, 
Most Rev. Joseph V. Galaroza, CSC D.D,- Bishop, igreja Catolica Apostol 
са Brasilera, Diocese of Malolos: Mons Andras Valera-Vicar General, 
Mons. Filemón Capral, Mons. Epllaco Casto, Mons. Enrico Santos-Epis- 
opel Vicars, Mons. Moises Andrada, 4с-Слапсөйог, Рт. Pablo ogaspl Mica 
Chancellor. Mons. Bart Santos, JrRactor, Commission Heads-Fr. Dennis 
Espejo-Service, Fr. Reynaldo San Juan-Llurgy, Ft. Alber Suatengco-Clar 
qur Mar DJ Arenas-Temporal Goods, Fr. Angelo Santago-Youlh, Vicar 
Fóranes: Fr. Javar M. Joaquin, Fr. Ady Vergara, Fr. Leo da Jesus, Fr. Lon. 
Balagtas, Fr. Rey Mutuc, Fr. Jovi Sebastian, Fr, Rolando de Leon, Fr. Bert 
пову: Rannie Triana, Mons, Jaime Garcia, Mons, Manuel Vilarornan, 
Mons. Enrique Mag-isa. Mons. Jose Antonio Galvez, Diocesan Priests-Fr. 
Isidro Rodriguez, Fr. Johann Sebastian, Fr. Mario Mendiola, Fr, Len Coronel 
Fr Ely lgnaci, Fr Francis Cortez, Fr. Dars Cabral, Fr. Sonny Dazo, Fr, Bob 
by Mariano Fr. Amel Camacho. Conrad Santos, Fr. Mariano Lucas, Fr. 
Lazaro Benedicios, Fr. Jimmy Palaganas, Fr. Pros Tenorio, Fr. Jgo Garcia, 
Fr Romy Ваз, Fr. Nicanor Lalog, Fr. Regino Asuncion, Fr. Ricardo Morage 

Fr. Nap Baltazar, Ft. Ronnie Tuazon, Ft. Anthony Chan, Fr. Rami al, Fr. 
Romy Dionisio, Fr. Avel Sampana, Fr. Virgilo Ramos, Fr, Narciso Sompana, 
Fr. Rodel Ponce, Fr. Alejandro Enriquez, Fr. Ventura байтал, Fr. Vince. 
Rayos, Fr. Romulo Perez, Fr, Expedio Caloon Fr, Quirico Cruz, Fr Von Ten 
angco, Fr. Femando Place, Fr. Candido Ersando, Fr. Roman Caleon, Fr, 
Ramon Garcia, Fr. Marcelo Sanchez, Fr. Rufino Sul, Fr. Teodorico Trinidad, 
Fr. Lamberto Tomas, Fr. Rodal Cristobal, Fr, Manuel Anastacio, Fr, In 

Cabasal, Fr Jay Lina, Fr. Coco Tibayan, Fr. Ніапо San Juan-Sr. Nicota Va 

{gos OSA Prosidont University of Regina Сато, Sr. Virginia Vilaluz, OP- 
Superior General, United Mothodist Church: емі! Superintendents- 
Rev Ciloco Francisco-North Disc, Rev. Ismael Serangaya, Sr South Dis- 


эта, Rov. Elias delos Sanios-East District, Rev. Generoso Ocampo-Church 
and Sociol Pastors Doaconesses Lay-Rev. Jaime Martin, Evalyn Fulda, 
Ruby бит, Nette Banadicios, Mirasol Ramos, Cleo Javier, Sheba del 
Cruz, Franciaco Sta. Ana, Roland Martinez, Marinel Laderas, John алап, 
Ruther Pilen, Raquel Palacio, Amy Manfote, Amie Ronda, Blesie Angeles 
Liia dolos Santos, Aurea Mariano, Mec Estral Vilanueva, Rev. Arnel Vil- 
(огон, Rewel Замаг May Соко, Elanor Sarangaya, Malou Mercado, Miri- 
‘am Palacon. Ogle Mercado iglasia Filipina Indopondionto: Fr, Sante Aza- 

icar General, Fr. Nhel dol Madrid, Jr.Peacemakers Diocesan 
Priest-Fr. Jojt Sayas, Fr . Roderick Yheco, Fr. Raymart Sacalamitao, 
Fr. Mario Quince, Fr. Nick Ventura, Fr. Paul Sacalamilao, Fr. Eric Miranda, 
Fr. Emerick Azucena, Айу. Luista AgosyanNal VP, МОРІС 
United Church of Chris In the Phils: Rev. Romeo Tomas, Rev, Aledo 
Foul, Rev. Samuel Salon, Doac Herminia Salen, PI. Jerome Selen, 
ICAB: Fr Roger Martinez, 


Local Government Units 


Roprosentatives: Wihelmino Sy Aarado-Fist District, Pedro Pancho- 
Босопа Dit, Loma Slvero-Thkd District, Reylina Nicolas-Fourih District, 
Eduardo Roquero, M.D.-SJDM, Reberto Pagdanganan, Cabinet Secretary 
Board Members; Raui Mendoza, Pat Ladoras, Ernesto Sul, Pacifico Anl- 
эр, Rod Santos, Glenn Santos, Jon-Jon Mendoza, Ike delos Santos, Daniel 
Fernando Municipal Mayors: Ambrosio Cruz, Jr- President, League of 
Monicipaies-Bulacan, Leonardo de Loon-Angal, Ma. Elzabol Viegas- 
‘Bulacan, Fel Ople-Hagonoy, dames do Jsus-Calumpl, Zolto Santiago- 
Obando, Anastacia Vistan-Plaridel, Eduardo Alarite-Maycauayan, Elpidio 
Costio-PuMan Municipal Vice Mayors: Juan Magbltang-Prosldont, 
Vice-Mayors League, Giborio Sanlos-Angal, Rialdy Samonte-Bulacan, 
Reyneido San Padro-SJOM, Моор Esguerra-Pulian, Conchla 
Bolvan-Paomibong, Nonio Vergara-Balaglas, Juanto Sanlago-Mariao, 
oso Jose-Guiginto, Kennedy Valdez-Bocaue, Leo Yap-Pluidol, 


Municipal Councilors: Pullan-Bemardino Santos, Marcelo Enriquez, Mar- 
се Espinosa, Deejay Santos, Bly llaga, Manuelio Reyes, Guiginto-Ariel 
Arceo, Galumpli-Michael Fermin, San lideonso-isageni Nescas, Leomar 
Garde, Нету Cast, PlandeLLot B. Surio, Bocaue-Dennis Carpio 
Heads of Provi Govt Offices: Sienna Maureen Hiari-Chief of Stal Office 
Of the Governor, Анда Javler-OSSC, Айу. Eugenio Resumeccion-Logal, 
Cynthia AboHHRMO, Rowena Tiongson-PSWD, Jesus Perez-Womon's 
Conter, ineo Mendoza-Gen, Services, Marina Flores-Budgel, Martes Frig- 
ma-Accounling, Ricardo Madina Jr- PENRO, Jovio Saguisin-PCEDO 
Provincial Govt Staff: Medy Santiago, Lucila ionido, Myla Reyes, Leonida 
Quintas, Mary Joy Tanguiran, Razchel Javier, Eugene Geronimo Jr, Diane 
Daina, Carmencita Diaz, Сіпа Candelaria, Lucio Mariano, Hansel Evange- 
lista, Alredo Orbita, Marcelo Santiago, Lary Sebastian, Rizza Senchoz, 
Marites Barcbe, Jing do Guia, Josefina Buenaventura, Rosanna de Casto, 
Dindo Dionisio, Erie Clemente, Renato Francisco, Arlene de Leon, Yolanda. 
де Leon, Mary Козе Roque, Irae Crisostomo, Jefferson Lopez, Mel dala 
Cruz, Peryn Mendiola, Ma. Rowena Machd, Atneie Bautista, Ponciano Si- 

Rosario Racquel Bunag, Jay Rodriguez, May Mendoza, Eno Tan 
Juan, Loreta Balto, Ме. Ferina Garcia, Noriyn Mendieta, Rochelle Mangu- 
labnan, Marie! Manimbu, Amalia Адслой, Ме. Glona Сат, Norberto 
"Агема, Rosario Benedeios, Сотона де Jesus, Jesusa Maleo, Marano 
Baltazar Municipal Staft Eng. Ateadio Sult, Kihie Joso, Romeo Garcia, 
Danny Santos 


Lawyers: Judge Manny Siayngoo-Prosidon,LAKAN HUKOM, Ally Purica- 
Gon Bomnabe-Secrelay, IBP-Bulacan, Ау. Sherry Jane Quinonaz, All. 
Manny lvclla-Direcors ВР, Aliy. Liberato Rayes-Former Prov Proseculor, 
Atty. Emilio Barmas, Айу. Gien Palubon, Aty. опоо Payumo, Atiy. John 
Vargas, Aly, Fermin Arceo Concorned Individuals : Magdalena Reyes, 
MB. Commissioner, PKKB. Ramon Posadas-Formor Board Mamber, Jun. 
Anapommer Represenialive, Elmer Maniego and Jake Magiaas- 
‘Commission on Human Rights-Region I 
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Palace unfazed by German threat to suspend investments in RP 


MALACARANG 15 
unfazed by the 
prospect of foregoing 
investments бот 
Germany because of 
the long delay in 
compensating Fra- 
port AG, the biggest 
foreign shareholder 
of Philippine Interna- 
tional Air Terminals 
Co. (Piatco), or 
building the Ninoy 
‘Aquino Intemational 
Air Terminal 3. 

In a briefing, Fi- 
nance Secretary Mar- 
garito Teves said that 
‘while it was unfortu- 
mate that Germany 
would withhold in- 
frastructure invest- 
ments in the country 
pending the resolu- 
tion of the Naia 3 
compensation, "the 
country will just have 
to find ways and 


freeze infrastructure 
imesmens in the 
Philippines in protest 
over the government's. 
foot dragging in reach- 
ing an amicable sertie- 
ment on the $450 mi- 
lion to $550 million 
being demanded by 
Fraport and Piateo 
‘which built the Naia 3. 


means to compensate 
for the foregone in- 
vestments from some- 
body else.” Germany 
funnels over $1 billion 
in annual investments 
into the country. 
German Ambas- 
sador Axel Raimund 
Weishaupt bared his 
country’s plan to 
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‘The Supreme Court 
nullified Fraport and 
Platos Маа 3 con- 
tract and allowed the 
government to expro- 
priate the facility sub- 
dex to just and fair 
‘compensation. But 
Malacañang wants to 
have a third-party as- 
sessor to determine 


port 
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much sway Weishaupt 
holds on his country- 
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sions. "We are not to keeping invest 
sure the German am- ments flowing into 
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vvestors,"Tevessaid. and political factor. 
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to generate more in- 
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were used 


L hn inicios To A Traveling шей 


SCANDINAVIA 


Wuih COPENHAGEN, OSLO, STOCKHOLM, 
AND HELSINKI 


—— l 


DEPARTURE DATE: July 18, 2006 
Fr. CHOY RAMOS, S.S.S 


Pilgrimage Chaplain 


EXECUTIVE RESOURCES, INC. 
THE CETER for PI ince 1984 
Lover Lobby, Century Pork Hotel, P. Ocampo S, Molota, Manilo 
Cl Аза, Mare or Amon * Tel. Non. 5238581, 5214156 
Fox 5260126 * Email pllrimogeBexers com ph 
Age Website: wan anaetvresurces con ph 
TATA 10071442005 


К 


ат: атт 


Sbort and Long Term 


NOW AVAILABLE: 


SEAMAN LOAN 
ALLOTTEE LOAN 
OFW LOAN 


por 
[асан 9917-7005528 | 
Gon) эша 

ол 692-5474 0917-8562257 


*Seamon/Alotoe w ATM Car 


AIRCON RENTAL 


‘AIRCON (up to 200 TO! 
INDUSTRIAL FANS * WIRE + WATER PUMP + LIGHTS 


ER) 


wwesiconrentsicom ^ costcarediircorrentaLcom, 


2840 Zamora St., Pasay City 
phone: +63.2.5110277 • mobile: 483.917.5410400 


pod 


“Purpose of Loan 
as Placement 


Zavid ЛАЛ Л оі ОЈ 


Soon o dominate the skyline 


Collateral and Non-Collateral Loans 


NOW ACCEPTED! | 


spurns CARLOM  =сояровлте BEAUTY «BUSNES 


MAKATI EXECUTIVE TOWER III 


(yan Square, Sen. GH Payat Ave, Pio del Plar Malati Cy 
Koster Oe, anne soia oliin 


PRSE 


TUM и CCARMPOUKNNO -MERORUSNESS e SALARY «DOES | 


WTONFEE  -RELESINE MOTORCYCLE = NOMNO CNA FNANONG 


J; 


TAPER SHREDDERS WREOGUAPHNCHACHNE EA 


Mun. 7731. 


Amenities i 
0017 улын 
Faneto toan "7 eye 


Foot 1 Veving leno Dect 
Sona or mer d somen 


TD apes per mun 


LAN 


8905310 - 8905320 - 8905327] fal: adii aya 
8967764 + 8983431 + 89834321 не 


[и 243-6565 18-888 


ves riboseri co. 


EI 


Peace is our prayer, hope and commitment. Peace is when the government no longer allots 
an indecent percentage of the national budget to military spending but to education and other 
services to the people.. Peace is when communities are no longer harassed by military troops, 
taking their chickens and rice harvests. There can be no genuine peace when basic human 
rights are trampled upon and when the people live in a climate of constant fear and 
intimidation. 

Statistics show an upsurge in the cases of human rights violation in the province of 
Bulacan since the deployment of the 24th Infantry Batallion to augment the forces of the 56th 
Infantry Batallion, and the assignment of Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan as the Commanding 
Officer of the 7th Infantry Division of the Philippine Army in Central Luzon last 
‘September 2005. 

‘Since President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo took office in 2001 and up to 2005, documented 
human rights violations in the province alone numbered at 36, of which 7 are cases of 
extrajudicial killings and 2 are enforced disappearances, not to mention the cases of physical 
harassment and mental torture affecting more that 1,300 workers, peasants, fisherfolks, 
urban poor and youths. 

From January to March 2006 alone, 13 civilians were killed, excluding many civilian and 
barangay officials who are victims of enforced disappearance, physical and mental torture 
and house burnings perpetrated by armed bonnet wearing men that residents suspect as 
having links with the military and in some cases, victims identify the perpetrators as ele- 
ments of the 56th IB and 24th IB of the Philippine Army. 

The victims are deprived of their basic right to live guaranteed no less than by our faith and 
by existing laws, both national and international. Without any formal charges, they were 
arbitrarily arrested or forcibly taken and even killed in the allegation that they are 
NPA sympathizers or supporters. This is contrary to the constitutional principle 
of presumption of innocence. The perpetrators acted as the accusers, the judges and 
the executioners. 


Signatories : Most Rev. Jose Р. Oliveros, D.D. -Bishop, Diocese of 


ма, Rev. Eas delos Santos-East District, Rev. Generoso Ocampo-Church 


WE THIRST FOR PEACE 
(IN BULACAN) 


It is saddening however that the present administration is somewhat indifferent to these 
alarming cases of human rights violations in the whole country, including Bulacan where 
victims are civilians, suspected of being CPP-NPA sympathizers and activists identified with 
the progressive leftist groups. In a democracy like ours, rights of every citizen should be 
respected, regardless of religion, political beliefs etc. 

In this context, we appeal to President Arroyo to immediately conduct a prompt, thorough 
and impartial investigation of such human rights violations which have no place in a 
Christian nation such ours. These investigations should lead to the prosecution and punish- 
‘ment of the perpetrators so that authorities may thwart the “climate of impunity" and could 
send a clear message to all members of the police, military and other security forces that 
involvement in, or acquiescence to such human rights violations will never be tolerated. 

We also appeal to immediately pull out these military troops stationed in the province of 
Bulacan, for it is ironical that the rampant human rights violations occurred during the 
deployment of additional troops, particularly the 24th [B PA under Maj. Gen. Jovito 
Palparan. How come that in the Tamayo Farms Massacre in San Ildefonso, where 5 civilians 
were killed and 2 were forcibly taken by 15 armed bonnet-wearing men, the farm is 
located just 100 meters away from a military checkpoint and 200 meters away from a 
military detachment? 

As people of faith, we are called to be human rights advocates and peace builders. 
“The peace that we should seek is the peace based on justice -where human dignity is upheld 
and no one is denied fullness of life. = 

"Ang Manlilikha ay ipinagkatiwala ang buhay ng tao sa kanyang mapanagutang 
pangangalaga, hindi upang gamitin ito ng walang pakundangan kundi upang alagaan ito ng 
may katarungan at tapat na pag-ibig." (pastoral letter of Bishop Oliveros) 

Condensed from the statement "We Thirst for Peace (in Bulacan)" signed by 
concerned leaders and citizens of Bulacan. The signature drive to support this statement 
is still on-going. 


Municipal Councilors: Pullan-Bemardino Santos, Marcelo Enriquez, Mar- 


vestments from other ^ 


Malolos. Rav. Dr. Solito K. Toquoro-Sishop, Uniled Methodist Church- 
Mania Episcopal Area, Rt. Rev. Raymundo Rivera, Bishop- Iglesia Fäpina 
Independiente-Dioceso of Bulacan-Balaan, Bishop Eimer Bolocon-OC 
Bishop. Uniled Church of Chost in ihe Phis Nob Luzon, 
Most Rev. Joseph V. Galaroza, CSC D.D.- Bishop, Igreja Сасіса Apostat- 
са Brasilera, Diocese of Malolos: Mons Andros Valera-Vicar General, 
Mons. Flemón Capira, Mons. Eptaclo Castro, Mons. Enrico Santos-Epis- 
‘opal Vicars, Mons. Moisas Andrade, Je-Chancelor, Fr. Pablo Legaspi ica: 
Chancellor, Mons. Bart Santos, Rector, Commission Heads-Fr. Dennis 
Espejo Serves, Fr. Reynaldo San Juar-Liurgy, Fr. Albert Suatengeo-Cier- 
{yFr Mar DJ Arenas-Temporal Goods, Fr. Angelito Saniago-Youlh, Vicar 
Foranes: Fr. Javar М. Joaquin, Fr. Ady Vergara, Fr Leo de Jesus, Р. Lon 
Balagtas, Fr. Rey Мис, Fr. Jovi Sebastian, Fr. Rolando de Leon. Р: Bart 
Lonod.Ft. annie тап, Mons. Jaime Garcia, Mons. Manvel Vlaroman, 
Mons. Enrique Mag-isa, Mons. Jose Antonio Galvez Diocesan Priests-Fr. 
Isidro Rodriguez, Fr. Johann Sebastian Fr. Maro Mandela, Fr. Len Coronel, 
Fr Ely Ignacio, Fr. Francis Cortez, Fr Dars Cabral, Fr. Sonny Dazo, Fr. Bob- 
ру Marano, Fr. Amel Camacho Fr. Conrad Santos, Fr. Marano Lucas, Fr. 
Lazaro Benediclos, Ft. Jimmy Palaganas, Fr. Pros Tenorio, Fr. Jgo Garcia, 
Fr Romy Sasi, Fr. Nicanor Lalog Fr. Regino Asuncion Fr. Ricardo Moraga. 
Ft. Nap Baltazar. Ft. Ronnie Tuazon, Fr. Anthony Chan, Fr. Rami Juat, Fr 
Romy Dionisio. Fr. Ау! Sampana, Fr. Vrgito Ramos, Fr. Narciso Sampane, 
Fr. Rodel Ponce, Fr. Alejandro Enrquez, Ft. Ventura Gaiman. Fr. Vince 
Reyes, Fr. Romulo Perez, Fr. Expedio Caleon Ft. Quirico Cruz Fr Von Ten- 
tiangco, Fr. Femando Placib, Рт. Candido Ersando, Fr. Roman Caleon, Ре 
Ramon Garcia, Fr Marcelo Sanchez, Fr. Rufino Sull, Fr. Teodorico Trinidad, 
Fr Lamberto Tomas, Fr. Rodal Cristobal, Fr. Manuel Anastacio, Fr. Irineo. 
Cahasal, Fr. Jay Lina Ft. Coco Tibayan, Fr Hiario San Juan-Sr. Niceta Var- 
Gas OSA-Presdont, Unversiy of Regina Carmel, 5: Vrgnia Уа. OP- 
Suporior Genaral, United Mathodist Church: District Superintendents- 
Rev Caco Francsco-Norih Озин, Ro. Israel Sersngsya, St -South Dis- 


and SocielyPastors Desconesses Lay Rev. Jaime Marin, Evalyn Fulldo, 
Ruby Gunio, Nette Beneditos, Mirasol Ramos, Сео Javier, Sheba dela 
Cruz, Francisco Sia. Ana, Roland Martinez. Marinei Laderas, John Sentia, 
Ruther Pon, Raquel Palacio, Ату Manlort, Amie Ronda, Bleie Angeles, 
lita соса Santos, Aurea Marano, Мес Esiralia Vanueve, Rev. Ате Vie 
lereal, Rewe! Javier, May Cosicol, Elenor Sarangaya, Malou Mercado, Miri- 
‘amPaiacon, Ogie Mercado iglesia Filipina Independiente: Ft Sante Az- 
Mo Var Genera, Fr Niel del Мао, J-Peacematers Diocesan 
Preste-F. Jot Sayas, Fr . Roderick Үйесо, Fr. Rayman Ѕасаатіво, 
Fe Мало Quince, Fr. Nick Ventura, Fr. Paul Sacalamitao, Fr. Eric Miranda. 
Fe Emeiek Azucena. Aly. Luisita Agbayan-Nati VP, МОРС 
United Church of Christ in the Phils: Rev. Romeo Tomas, Rev. Aledo 
Faurio, Rev. Samuel Salon, Deac Hermiria Salen, Ру. Jerome Selen 
ICAB: Fe Roger Martinez, 


Local Government Units 


Representatives: Wiheimino Sy Alverado-Fist District, Pedro Pancho- 
Second District, Loma Saverio- Third Dstt, Royfina Nicoias-Fourth Disc, 
Eduardo Roquero, M D.-SJDM, Robeno Pagdanganan, Cabinot Secretary 
Board Members: Raui Mendoza, Pat Laderas, Emesto Suit, Pacifico Ani- 
э. Rod Santos, Glenn Santos, Jon-Jon Mendoza, Ika delos Santos, Daniel 
Femando Municipal Mayors: Ambrosio Cruz, Jr- President, Lengua of 
Municpeiites-Buacan, Leonardo de Leon-Angat, Ma. Elzabeth Vilegas- 
‘Bulacan, Рейх Ople-Hagonoy, James de Josus.Calumpit, Zolito Santiago- 
Obando, Anastacia Visan-Plandel, Eduardo arie Meycauayan. Epio. 
CostioPullon Municipal Vice Mayors: Juan Magbitang Present 
Vice-Mayors League, Gaterto Santos-Angat, Rizaidy Semonit-Duincan, 
Reynado San Pedo-SJOM, Vicario Esuerr-Pullan, Conchita 
Beltan-Paombong, Nondo Vergara-Baiagias. Juanito Saniago-Mariao, 
dose Jose Gugino, Kemedy VaidezBocave. Loo Yop-Piandel 


са Espinosa, Deejay Santos, Bily Пада, Manuelio Reyes, Guiginto-Anel 
Arceo, Calumpit Michael Fermin, San Ilelonso-isagani Шезсаз, Leomar 
Саба, Heny Casto, Piandellori B. Surio, Bocaue-Dennis Carpio 
Heads of Provi Govt Offices: Senna Maureen Hilano-CNlf of Stal Olca 
Of the Governor, Alia Javier-OSSC. Ally. Eugenio Resurreccion-Legal, 
Cynthia AGGHHRMO, Rowena Tiongson-PSWD, Jesus Perez- Women's 
Center, ineo Mendoza-Gen. Services, Marina Fores-Budgel, Marites Fgh 
fal-Accouning, Ricardo Medina Jr- PENRO, Jovi Saguinsin-PCEDO. 
Provincial Govt Stal: Medy Santiago, Lucia Dionido, Myla Reyes, Leonida 
Quintas, Mary Joy Tanguiran, Razchel Javier, Eugene Geronimo Jr., Diane 
Сеа. Сеттолсла Diaz, Gina Candoiaria, Lucio Mariano, Hansel Evange- 
Tea, Alredo Orbta, Marcelo Santiago, Lany Sebastan, Rizza Sanchez. 
Marites Barc, Jing de Guia, Josefina Buenaventura, Rosanna de Casto, 
Dindo Dionisio. Emie Clemente, Копа Francisco, Artene de Leon, а 
de Leon, Mary Rose Roque, ione Crisostomo Jefferson Lopez, Mal d 
Cruz. Peryn Mendiola, Ma. Rowena Маска, Athen Bautista. Ponciano SI- 
lano J, Rosario Racquel Bunag, Jay Rodriguez, May Mendoza, Enc Tan- 
juan, Loreta Balto, Ма. елга Garcia, нотуп Mendota, Rochelle Mangu- 
fabnan, Мапспе! Marimbu, Amala Адогой, Ma. Glona Carlo, Norberto 
‘Arevalo, Rosario Benedicios, Cornet de Jesus, Jesusa Maleo, Manano. 
Banazar Municipa! Sta Eng. Arcadio Sult, Кдс Jose, Romeo Garcia, 
Danny Sanios 


Lawyers: Judge Manny Siayngco-Prasideni. АКАМ HUKOM, Atiy. Purila- 
Con Bemabe Secretary, IBP-Butacan, Aly. Shery Jane Quinonez, Aly 
Manny ArcitaDrecors IBP. Alty. Liberato Reyes-Formor Provi. Prosecutor, 
Atty Сто Barmas, Atiy. Gion Palubon, Aly Renairo Payumo, Ally John 
Vargas, Aly. Fermin Arceo Concerned Individuals : Magóalona Reyes, 
MD. Commissioner, PKKB, Ramon Posadas-Formor Board Membor, Jun 
Атар отаг Representative, Elmer Maniego and Jake Magialas- 
‘Commission on Human Rights-Region I, 
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; dered Sandiganbayan Associate 

|g Justice Gregory S. Ong to stop 

hearing the trial of former Fist 

$ Lady Imelda Marcos on ill-gotten 
s after Ong was 


х he found 
x Solicito 


E the chair of the anti 
fourth division should be mindful 
“of the princ 
avoid impropriety 
onducr" асай times. 


“tn insulating the bench from 
unwarranted criticism, thus pre- 
serving a democratic way of life, 
itis essential chat judges be above 
suspicion. It bears stressing t 
the duy of judges is not only to 
‘administer justice but also to con- 
duet themselves in a mam 
‘would avoid any suspici 
regularity” the tribunal said. 

The court ruled on the petition 
filed the Office of the Ombuds- 

prevent 
ed from hearing the case after 
Ong told Special Prosecutor Wen- 
at he did not w 


Chavez was saying п 
hearsay” Sulit quoted Ong as telling 


him in his sala in Febru 
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Bantay Kalikasan fined 
for La Mesa Ecopark 


By Blanche S. Rivera 
and Philip C. Tubeza. 


‘THE TABLES 
been turned 


The Laguna Lake Develop: 
ment Authority (LLDA) also 


fined Bantay Kali 
for violating PD 


system and 

P5,000 for each yea 
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Bur even before 


а Mesa Ecopark did m 
mental 


not. critic 
water 
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within the La Mesa Watershed) 
has violated the .. laws ... for 
undertaking 2 development ac 


thank yo 


for making us your 


tivity without first securing an 
environmental compliance сеъ 
tificate and LLDA clearance,” 
Casimiro Ynares Ш, LLDA g 
eral manager, said in his notice 
tothe environmental group. 
"The LLDA also issued a simi- 
lar notice to the MWSS for its 
executive housing project. 
The LLDA asked Bantay 
likasan to apply for an ECC and 
vithin 30 days. 
MWSS, which was fined 
000 per year of violation, 
also required to secure an 
LUDA clearan 
Former Department of Envi- 
'onment and Natural Resources 
chief Elisea Gozun, who ABS- 
CBN Foundation Gina 


Bantay Kalikasan is part 
ABS-CBN Foundation 
Шу do not recall having 
w that all 
development projects require. 
an ECC. I would never have said 
anything contrary to our own 
regulations," Gozun told t 
quinza in a phone interview. 
"What I would have done had 
1 known there had be 
lication (for an ЕСС) 


posed to the housing pr. 
1,411 employees of th 
fear domestic wastes would 
aminate the reservoir, the 
n source of drinking water 
что Manila's 12 million 
nts 
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Madame Miriam 


М: JOURNEY INTO THE DESERT TO GAIN 


ZZ KILLING 
а TEE 


self-control or grow in wisdom. Jesus famously 
spent 40 days in the desert to be tested by the. 
devil. Unfortunately for our democratic experiment, Sen. 


Miriam Defensor-Santiago joined President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo on her state visit to Saudi Arabia and emerged 
from the desert as, well, a fortune-teller, ala Madame Au- 


ring. 


Ме do not know whether this is a sign that she was 
shown the kingdoms of the world and 

EDITORIAL liked what she saw, or whether she is 
simply learning to turn the stone of po- 

litical reality into the bread of political opportunity. Per- 
haps she is still working out her response to the second of 
Jesus’ three temptations in the desert. Jump from the 
temple top, and wait for the angels to catch you. Maybe 
she could not wait, and decided to feather the ground, so 


to speak, to cushion her fall. 


"don't want to forfeit by default my duty to help write 
the new Constitution,” Santiago said last week, rather un- 
expectedly, by way of explaining her readiness to vote to- 
gether with the House majority to convene a constituent 
assembly. This came as a surprise, because until last week 
we did not realize she thought she was elected in 2004 to 


write a new Constitution in 2006. 


But this much we know: When she returned to the 
country over the weekend, the feisty senator suddenly 
predicted the demise of the Senate— not next year, not 
by 2010, but in two months’ time, by July. (It would 
have been even more stunning if she had decided to put 
more distance between the living and the dead, and re- 
signed, but we suppose there are limits even to fortune- 


telling.) 


Naturally, her pronouncement got the attention of the 
media, which is of course part of the point. Unlike the 
country's many fortune-tellers, however, the lawyer-sen- 
ator had a lawyerly caveat: “Between May 15 when the 


Whipping boy and tutorials 


THEREVE BEEN REACTIONS FROM ABROAD 
to issues that rock this country Here are some 
of the more pointed comments: 

From Sheikh Jarrah, in Jerusalem, Israel, Ma. 
‘Teresa Alang writes: “Your inquies column Bo- 
gus prophecy carried by INQ7 net, strips the fa- 
аде covering the swindle mislabeled as ‘Char 
fer change. But it overlooks one point: Our 
politicians make a basically sound Constitution. 
into a whipping boy to escape lashing. 

“The President to the lowliest congressman 
dump on the Charter all problems, from lack of 
investments to legislative gridlock. No one 
refers to their avarice and corruption. Congress, 
for example, hasn't passed a law to ban dynas- 
ties, much less one to authorize a peoples ini- 
tative. And fm not even talking about fertilizer 
scams, pork barrel, etc. 

"A peoples initiative or constindent assembly 
will not result in change. It means more of the. 
same oppression by the same oppressors. The 
Constitution has not failed us. We have failed 
the Constitution, starting with the President.” 

‘Dr Manolo Abella led the United Nations of- 
fice on migration until his recent retirement. 
From Vancouver in Canada, he writes: 

ino profession- 
al working with WHO, called my attention to 
your column, ‘Crutches anyone?" on overseas 
foreign workers remittances. 'm glad these 
questions are being raised, suggesting to gov 
ernment that we need more than just to rely 
‘on these inflows. 

"While many observers (especially sociolo- 
gists) lament conspicuous consumption by re- 
mitance-receiving households, the fact is that 
people act rationally. Note that remittances rise 
‘when times are hard—motivated by altruism, 
unlike speculative capital which is very nervous. 

“World Bank studies show that migrant 
households do not have a consumption behav- 


“They will not risk it in small projects that are. 
likely to collapse. Small enterprises have a noto- 
riously high turnover rate everywhere in the 
world. What alternatives are there for a recipi- 
‘ent of small remittances? 

“Ош NGOs are excited about small projects. I 
don't hold much hope in these projects. Invest 
ing in another transport vehicle, lke a jeepney, 
‘or another grocery may do some good for the. 
migrants family. Bur it will be at the expense of 
‘another jeepney or grocery owner who loses his 
other share ofa small market. 

"t will only be when we have a better devel- 
coped capital market that one can hope for mobi- 
lizing remittances for financing development. 
Our financial institutions sil have to come up. 
with ways of developing secondary markets for 
mongages and the like. 

“Ош local governments can, perhaps, make it 
happen faster if they issue high-interest bonds 
то obtain financing for infrastructure develop- 

“Because they are stable, remittances offer an 
opportunity to reduce the cost of borrowing 
(rough securitization) in the intemational 
‘market for finance. А one-percent reduction in 
the cost of our borrowing can amount to hun- 
dreds of millions in debt servicing coss." 

From the United States, Glenn Taylor writes 

"Thanks for your column, Tales of two cities’ 
Two main points, in particular, struck home: 

(а) The need ‘to mount sustained policies 


роп system, offered by business alliances and 
responsive civil society” 

"My wife and I are currently engaging in a 
partnership with the local government of her 
hometown, Barotac Viejo, Пойо. The mayor, 
Raul Tupas, and the council are supportive. 

“Our partnership with the LGU concems de- 
velopment of ew infrastructure and lifestyle fa- 
tlltes for the community; specifically an inte- 
grated transport terminal, wet/dry markets and. 
attractive shopping centers and surroundings. 

“We hope these will reduce pollution, traffic 
congestion, provide jobs, more efficient farm-t0- 
‘market distribution for producers, be a source of 
‘community public services, including an open 
and maintained park and riverside walkway” 

"From Bangkok, retired ship captain Ariston 
Roxas and his wife Justin read the column, 
“Kingly power,” on the Thai monarch. They sent. 
back a rollicking article: “All 1 Really Need То 
Know I Learned in Philippine Politics." The au- 
thor was not given. But here are some “tutorial” 
points: 

"1. Voting is a right here but getting counted 
isa privilege. 

“2. When children of deposed leaders like 
Imee Marcos or Jinggoy Estrada insist that cur- 
rent Palace occupants are thieves and crooks, 
believe them. They ve been there. 

"3. T a journalist writes something deemed. 
offensive, they call it libel. When a lawmaker 
Says something defamatory they call it privilege. 
speech 

4, In UR they are referred to as hard-line ac- 
мй; In Mendiola, they are ‘hardcore mili 
tants’ In Congress, they're party-list representa- 
tives. Simply put, there are no communists 
here 

"5. The State of the Nation Address is when 
the countrys most prominent and influential 
liars come together to listen to the country’s 


present session resumes, and July 24 when a new regular 
session begins, the Supreme Court will have enough time 
to hear and decide a test case on the House resolution to 
convene as a constituent assembly,” she said. И—а big if, 
it turns out, even in her own estimation—the high court 
rules that the two chambers of Congress can in fact vote 
jointly when they are convened asa constituent assembly, 
then the Senate will be history by July. If not, then, well, 


ior any different from non-migrant households 
with the same income. Like you and me, heyl 
invest their hard-earned money in something 
sure: children’s education, better housing, bet 
ter food, eic 


and programs to make cities engines for eco- 
Tom growth and at the same time keep them "6. The pork barrel per se is not evil or cor 
livable, and (b) Foremost is the leadership val- rupt. Lawmakers are." 

ue of the local government officials, Asian insti- i 

tute of Management says. Next isa strong sup- E-mail: juan mercadeQpacfic net-ph 


‘Kataksilan’ 


biggest lir. 


she was merely belaboring the obvious. 


Surely even Santiago, who famously used to eat death 
threats for breakfast, can see that the basis for her predic- 
tion is too thin, without sustenance. But this has not 


stopped 


"This week, she made a rather unusually public attempt 
at number-crunching. The abolition of the Senate and the 
adoption of a unicameral parliamentary system, she said, 
would save the country some P5 billion in the next five 


years. 


Her arithmetic is suspect, not only because it (again) is 
conditional but also because her approach to math is all 


her from issuing more statements. 


too political. 


It doesn't bother her if the Senate were abolished, she 
said, because after all her colleagues were not elected fair 
and square. “If Senate elections do not truly reflect the 
people's will, let us abolish the Senate and move up in our 


political 


‘Apparently, the crystal ball she dug out of the desert not 
only allows her to read the future; it allows her to divine 


the past 


She made an astonishing claim: Survey tail-enders 
somehow ended up topping the Senate race. “That can 
only be explained either by money or by magic. So how 
can certain senators adopt a moral stance with respect to 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's election?" she asked. Be- 
cause she ended up in the (for her) unfamiliar place of 
seventh (in other words, right in the undistinguished 
middle), we suppose that she has no quarrel with the re- 


sults. 


We wonder what she would have thought of the aboli- 
tion of the Senate if she had topped the last elections. Per- 
haps she wouldn't have gone to the deserts of Arabia in 


the first. 


But the issue is Santiago as fortune-teller. Aside from. 
the shock value she provided, there really isn’t much to 
recommend her in her new role. We suggest she keep her 


day job. 
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evolution,” she said. 


place. 
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1REMEMBER THAT IT WAS POPOY LAGMAN 
and not Satur Ocampo who did not particular. 
ly want Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to succeed 
Erap during Edsa П. Lagman's position was 
“Resign All,” a slogan its marchers shouted in 
Mendiola and painted on walls, a call for both 
Erap and Gloria to resign to pave the way for. 
new elections. Lagmar's argument was that 
the entire Erap administration, to which GMA 
belonged and had acquiesced by silence, if not 
by active cooperation, had betrayed the public 
trust. It should be abolished in full. He called 
for Hilario Davide to head a caretaker govern 
ment and preside over snap elections. 

t was Bayan Muna that thought otherwise, 
agreeing to GMA becoming president for many 
reasons. Not the least of i was that after playing. 
it safe for a while, GMA had finally come out 
and plotted with them (they have proof of it, 
and frankly I cannot understand why they do 
nor belabor the point) аз well indeed as with the. 
military to oust Erap. She was anally 

Ocampo's side won over Lagmanis in the Left 
сатр, the “Resign АЙ position being promptly 
shoved aside. Well, Bayan Muna might have 
won the battle, but it has lost the war. 

“Kataksilan” (treachery) is the word govem- 
ment has used in a documentary purporting to 
show a LefeRight conspiracy against GMA, 
Which presumably justified —and should justify 
in furure—emergency rule. That is all very well, 
except for one thing. Who has betrayed whom? 

‘Over the past year, no other group in this 
country has been persecuted with murderous 
‘eal by government than Bayan Muna. The 
“murderous” is by no stretch of the imagination. 
metaphorical. Last Saturday night, gunmen 
shot and killed Manuel Nardo in a karaoke bar 
in Pampanga, bringing toan eye-popping 93 the. 
number of Bayan Muna members killed since 
СМА took power, and to 123 the number of ke! 
ists killed over the same period. Almost unbe- 
ievably Nardo was the fourth leftist to die by a 
bullet in five days, turning the murders into a 
near-daily thing. 

And despite the fact that the Supreme Court 
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роп. But the government cannot go after its 
Téaders because it stands to prove only that their 
"coup" would have been the mast popular coup 
in the word, having the blessings of most Fil- 
ipinos. There are not enough jails in this coun- 
thy to hold those who want GMA out and are ac- 
tively plotting to make itso. 

Bur it's the killings that are truly terrifying. 
"This isn't just routine murder, this is wholesale 
slaughter. More than journalists, its the leftists 
that are being butchered like chickens, to quote 
а phrase used by one of them. And less than 
journalists, nobody is lifting a voice to protest it, 
ога finger to stop it. IF there is anything more. 
terrifying than those killings, it is the silence of 
the nation in the face of it. 

Doubtless, they themselves are partly to 
blame for that lack of sympathy from the public. 
You murder your own comrades and gleefully 
toast it before the public, that public isn't going 
to send its lamentations to heaven, or to the 
‘world, when you yourself are murdered. But 
this is a case that goes beyond liking the victims 
or taking sides. This is a case where the victim is 
the nation itself 

What we're seeing today is not just the mur- 
der of leftists, it is the murder of human rights, 
the very thing we fought bitterly to retake from 
Marcos, As we saw then, the right хо assemble, 
to freely express ourselves, indeed to continue 
to exist on this earth, is not a luxury like tea, itis 
a necessity, like breach. What we're seeing today 
is not just the murder of activists, itis the mur- 
der of democracy, its chilling message being ad- 
dressed not just to the activists but to anyone 
who would oppose a creeping dictatorship: 
"This is the fate that awaits you." What we're 
seeing today is not just the murder of Bayan 
Muna members, itis the murder of all that is do- 
cent and good in this country. Look at Nazi Ger- 
many and see what happens to a people who 
agree to the killing of other people in the 
thought thatit has nothing todo with them, 

"Ask not for whom the bell tolls, it tolls for 
you. Ask not who lis in the red-draped coffin, 
youdo. 
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YESTERDAY DRAMATISTS FROM THE CENTRE 
for Training and Research in Live Performing Arts 
of Burkina Fasso arrived in Muñoz City, Nueva 
Ecija, Luzon's science center, to start a three-day 
cultural interaction with folis from that region. 
The visiting draparit wil conduct a workshop 
on classical and indigenous African drama and 
acting methodology for the local faculty and stu- 
dents. In turn, the townspeople will treat them to 
‘cultural fare that includes interpretative dances 
by students of the Central Luzon State University 
around the theme of planting and harvesting of. 
fice, and the Bungkos Palay Dance Troupe of 
Mayor Nestor Alvarez, The visitors may even do 
some rice planting in the rain. 


Burkina Fasso is a small French-speaking 
country of 10 million in West Africa. But in the 
next two days its drama people will be treated 
Бу Muñoz officials, led by Mayor Alvarez and 
townsfolk, to traditional Filipino hospitality 


The festival borrowed from the successful SEA 
Games here. Instead of being confined to Metro 
Manila, the cultural events are being distributed 
around the country їп order to maximize exposure 
of the host cities and the guests to each other The 
idea of a "Theater for All along the theme of cul- 
tural diversity and art аға tool for social develop. 
ment was conceptualized by Unesco education 
chair Dr. Corneliu Dumitriou, ITI Philippines presi 
dent Cecile Guidote-Alvarez and festival director 
Nick Lizaso, The 11 participating RP cities were 
chosen for the strong presence of educational in- 
stitutions and cultural traditions in their regions. 
Lizaso said an average of seven schools are partici 
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pating per region. Ies easy to see what a great cul- 
{ural boon this will be for our faculty and students 

Yesterday Ilocos Sur Gox. Chavit Singson sent 
his private plane to fly dramatists from the Na- 
tional School for Dramatic Arts of Lima, Peru, to 
Vigan for cultural interaction, with the Univer- 
sity of Northern Philippines in the lead. He as- 
sured them the natives won't need Spanish in- 
terpreters since Vigan has preserved а gener- 
‘ous share of Hispanic culture. Another city with 


‘that's bound to shock and awe the visitors. 

Baguio, with its dense concentration of 
schools, will host the National School of Dra- 
‘ma of India, while Santiago City in Isabela, un- 
der Mayor Amelita Navarro, will interact with 
the drama department of South Africa's Uni- 
‘versity of Cape Town. Twelve Isabela schools, 
Jed by La Sallette University, will participate 
but observers are expected from all over 
gayan Valley. sn 

Legazpi City interacts with the Shanghai The- 
ater Academy of China. Students of Bicol Univer- 
sity will show off the legends of Mayon in dance 
апа drama, but observers are expected also from 
Camarines and Sorsogon. Cagayan de Oro City 
seat of Xavier University, will receive Rumania s 
National University of Drama and Film, named 
after LL. Caragiale, a famous actor. Participants 
are expected from as far as Iligan City and Bukid- 
mon, and Misamis Oriental Gov. Oscar Moreno 
has prepared a fireworks show. 


Пойо City hosts the Karpenko-Kary Kyiv Na- 
tional University of Theater, Cinema and Televi- 
sion of the Ukraine, with the Univesity of San 
‘Agustin in the lead, while Puerto Princesa City in- 
teracts with the theater department of Singa- 
pores Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts Mayor Ed- 
Ward Hagedorn personally picked Singapore 
doubtless because ої из clean and green image, 
just like his city Davao City seat of Ateneo de 
Davao, asked to host the faculty of Dramatic and 
Music Arts of Teheran University perhaps due to 
its large Muslim population, but observers are ex- 

from as far as General Santos City and 
Bavao Oriental. 

Philippine tourism should get a big boost 
from this event. Last night, all 11 regions were 
simultaneously linked up with their respective 
Yisitors’ countries by webcast, as they com- 
тепсей the cultural shes. Moreover, 
cach foreign delegation will be filming its expe- 
ences and all of these Aims will be compiled at 
the Unesco headquarters in Paris for world- 
Wide dissemination. The delegates’ treasure 
ove of RP memories will include a visit to a 
Unesco World Heritage Site in their region, For 
instance, the South Africa drama group will be 
taken from Isabela to Banaue to see the world- 
famous Ifugao Rice Terraces, while the Ukrani- 
an group will visit Miag-Ao Church in lilo. The. 
Singapore group will visit the Underground 
River in Palawan while the Chinese will get to 

the world's most perfect cone. 

‘One of the highlights of the congress will be 
the interaction in Bohol today between the 
heavenly voices of the Loboc Choir and Mexi- 
соз famed Chimalli Choir The later was 
formed by Mexico's Meced Program, which 
takes care of Mexican children "in especially 
difficult circumstances.” Its members are 
carefully selected from auditions held in 15 
‘municipalities, From Loboc, the two choirs 
Will be brought to Manila to sing at the dinner 
tobe tendered by President Macapagal-Arroyo 
for the delegates on May 22, and the opening 
ofthe Leaders’ Forum, led by Unesco executive 
director Koichiro Matsuura, on May 23. 


Culion: The nuns’ story (1) 


THIS MONTH AND YEAR, CULION ISLAND IN 
Palawan marks its 100ch anniversary as a place 
where lepers of yore were shipped and confined 
for most of their lives. Culion, once the biggest 
leper colony in the world, is a leper colony no 
more. Itis now а thriving island municipality The 
new generation no longer bears the marks of the 
dreaded disease that medical science has finally 
Ticked. The scars are still there, no doubt, but the 
place and its people have long begun the joumey 
toward healing 

Twas one of those who helped write the hand: 
some coffee-table book, “Culion Island: A Leper 
Colony 100-Year Journey Toward Healing." The 
experience was rewarding indeed. Here are ex- 
сегиз from "The Nuns’ Story" one of the pieces 
that I wrote. 

"The sea was calm when the four French Sisters 
of Saint Paul of Chartres (SPC) boarded the ship. 
that would take them from Manila to their mis- 
sion assignment: Culion Island. With prayers on 
their lips and faith in their hearts, they bravely 
sailed forth, чо consecrate ourselves for the care 
ofthe poor lepers.” 

Founded in Levesville-Ia-Chenard in France in 
1696 "to instruct the ignorant and assist the af 
стей,” the sisters were to become “gleaners,” to 
look after the last, the least. The first Sisters of 
Saint Paul of Chartres arrived in the Philippines in 
1904, Two years later, four of them would em- 
barkon a mission among the outcasts, 

"The SPC nuns were responding to the call of 
the Apostolic Delegate, Monsignor Ambrose Ag- 
ius, OSB. They would be the first Catholic nuns to 
sail in that direction. For some time, they would 
be the only nurses working there. 

Sister Sidonie Bureau, the superior, Sister 
Marie de Bon Pasteur Lintot, Sister Calixte Chris- 
ten and Sister Therese de Jesus sailed for that re- 
mote island at 2 o'clock in the afternoon of May 
22, 1906. Several hours later, the sea tumed 
rough and stayed that way until the ship reached 
its destination. But the journey was not without 
its light and hilarious moments. For ће nuns, the. 


WHAT WAS ORCHESTRATED ALONG THE 
lines of Lenei Reifenstahfs propaganda master- 
piece "Triumph ofthe Wil (her fim of the 1934 
Nüsemberg rally of the Nazis) has tumed into a 
scene straight out of Walt Disneys "Song of the 
South. in particular, the fable of Brer Rabbit and 
the Tar Baby, in which a fox gets the goat of a 
Footin” oot but rather vain rabbit by sening up 
baby made of tar along the side of the road. The 
fabbit, spotting the tar baby tries to strike up a 
Conversion and ger Күзе over the arbe 
ys silence. The rabbi tries to beat up the tar ba- 
By, but with every kick and punch, he gets more 
and more stuck until the fox comes out and taunts 
the rabbit. The lesson, of course, is that you 
Should mess with something you have no busi- 
ess with in the first place. 

апат change, аз originally scripted, was sup- 
posed to result in the intimidating yet seductive 

аспе of a population ring up to reclaim 
D'nocracy It was going to be breathtaking and 
Unstoppable, It was ike putting a Japanese bullet 
"rain оп Philippine National Railways tracks, Pull 
the train whistle all you like, make all the speeches 
În the world, bring Ош the brass bands, publish all 
the glossy timetables you desire, and Scil the re- 
Suk в what we have: cash and saliva don't a popu- 
farinae make; popularity dos Aod sen 
тзт ала воп. Роршах enough. The Sigaw n 
Bayan bulet ain vas all about shouting and 
found itself stuck n time-tested tacks. Now ts 
being subjected to what eal word PNR trains reg- 
ularly endure: an assault from the publi. 

rom the start everyone from the stationmaster 
down tothe locomotive driver and conductor were 
told i simply would work: the Constitution is 
ike our narrow-gauge railroad tracks and putting 
a shiny bulle ua there was an exercise in uty. 
Perhaps the President hoped, and some of her peo- 
ple promised, thar the train would magnetialy or 
Even magically levitate over the tracks, perhaps 
they read The Lirie Engine That Could once too 
fen but real has а harsh way of intruding into 
any’ schemes and the peoples initiative has 
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experience at sea was a foretaste of the difficule 
but fulfilling Church mission in Culion that would 
continue throughout the century. 

"The nuns arrived in Culion toward the evening of 
May 25, 1906, wo day ahead ofthe алы De 
Carlos de May director of the Colony (1903-1907), 
welcomed them with a lantern in his hand, lighting 
the path to their "new" dwelling where bats felt at 
home. Several times, in that semi-darkness, the 
nuns stumbled on the steep and narrow path. 

“We viewed with great interest the panorama. 
that unfolded before us,” one of the nuns later 
‘wrote in French. "No matter where we looked, we 
saw chains of mountains. Opposite us, the mou 
tain slope was strewn with houses in the middle 
‘of clumps of trees. This was Balala where employ- 
ses of the Bureau of Health would settle. In the 
par ofthe island extending to our left, there were 
nore houses stretching out from the top of the 
mountain to its base. Only six were constructed 
‘with boards whitened with lime. All others were 
made of nipa (palm fronds). At the far end, on а 
sort of headland going tothe sea, there stood the 
church with its old ramparts which made it look 
like a castle. Near it shone the lighthouse.” 

"The view was great, but in the beginning there 
was little food—and so much work to do. As one 
pioneering nun exclaimed: "We felt like true mis- 
sionaries since we lacked food!” 

"The sisters met the first boatload of lepers that 
arrived on May 27, 1906. The second batch аг 
rived two months later on July 4. The first year 
was hard as there was only one doctor whose ad- 
ministrative duties left him litle time for the pa- 
tients. The sisters had to fill inthe gap, doing even 
‘amputations and minor dental work. They spoke 
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proven exactly that: too zany to work. 

Now, like some folksy Uncle Remus (the char- 
acter in "Song of the South" who tells the Вгег 
Rabbit fables) sitting in the caboose watching all 
the fuss, some of the Presidents allies decided to 
tell the story of the tar baby and convinced the 
powersthatbe that Charter change through а 
Peoples initiative is an unwinnable fight. You 
don't need a bullet train, the old PNR engine will 
do. Rev it up enough, and it will smash its way 
through anything in its path. And while perhaps 
the Lambinos and Bengzons of the present have 
invested too much, emotionally or otherwise, in 
the vain hope of making their bullet train ly they 
can be left trying while the pros try something 
else. I's like a variation on a math problem: If en- 
gine А leaves station 1, traveling to point B at 20 
ph, and engine B leaves station 2, traveling to 
point be at 10 kph, which engine will arrive at 
point B first? The correct, politcal answer is: It 
doesn't matter. The government owns both en- 
gines, so whichever one gets there first can be 
proclaimed a win-win triumph of transportation. 
"The Strong Republic гай: 

“Just the other day, a foreign journalist inter- 
viewing me for a series on the political situation 
remarked, in between takes, “You know, I've been 
ying to get Мо government spokesman bat 
no one is replying.” 

1 told him that perhaps the government was 
still formulating its message. He said that was 
quite possible. 

"The new message is being broadcast loud and. 
clear; Its the Dagupan Express all the way! The 


mostly French and а litte English and had no 
knowledge of the local languages 

Other problems were lack of personnel, medi 
cal faciliries and supplies and the constant threat 
of beri-beri. Nature was not always at йз best. 
The sisters experienced a strong typhoon in 1910 
and a landslide їп 1916. 

Bur something graver concerned the sisters. 
The forced separation of the patients from their 
families and life as virtual exiles brought extreme 
loneliness. The marriage ban at that time and the 
loose separation of the sexes posed a problem. 
There wasa rise in illegitimate births. 

"he nuns formed the Children of Mary and 
worked for suitable housing for the women. Still, 
Strict separation gave rise to restiveness among 
the patients. The sisters had to bear the situation 
unti the marriage ban was lifted in 1910. 

Marriages gave birth to new problems. What to 
do with the offspring of leprous parents who 
could not care for them? And when the Culion 
authorities wanted to send the children declared 
clean to Manila, their parents protested, 

1916, the authorities decided to build a 
nursery in Culion for children bom to leprous 
patents. The SPC nuns would run the nursery to 
Which the babies were brought right after birth. 
“We wrapped the babies with only their faces 
showing for their mothers to see,” recalled a nun. 

Even the nuns had to exercise strict hygiene 
Those who worked with the patients had to step 
оп а disinfecting solution and change clothes be- 
fore entering the nursery. 

"The parents could view their children through 
glass panels in the nursery There was no physical 
Contact. Sometimes an attendant would provide 
2 small gift for a child, hang it on a stick that 
‘would breach the divide. It was heartbreaking. 
More so when toddlers, not used to seeing pa- 
tients, suddenly saw, through the glass, the de- 
formed faces of their parents. Many would cower 
in fear and say “Kakatakot.” (Fearsome). 

(To be continued) 


Send feedback to cerespd@info.com-ph 


‘Charter change express has shifted engines, thats 
all. And its good to consider, at this point, what 
Some versions of the tar baby fable have as their 
fending. Having been taunted by the fox, Brer 
Rabbit recovers his wits, begs the fox to throw 
him into a briar patch, and the sadistic fox com- 
plies, not realizing the rabbit can handle the 
horny leaves and he can't chase him through the 
наго Brer Rabbit gets thrown into the briar 
patch and has the last laugh. 

So who is Brer Rabbit, who is Brer Fox, and 
whois the tar baby? It depends on whom you ask. 
happen to think Brer Rabbit is the President, Br- 
er Fox isthe Speaker, and the tar baby is the pub- 
Tic and its hostility to the so-called people's initia- 
tive. Then again, our Loony Tunes political situa- 
tion means the big players, at various points in 
time, play the role of the rabbit and the fox—at 
times all fight and bluff, at other times, engaging 
in crafty cunning and plotting. And every one о 
them, at whichever time they want to play the 
fox, can create as many tar babies аз they please. 
And each time they decide to be the rabbit, they 
expect to outwit the fox. And as for you and 
‘me—well, sometimes one has to be thankful for 
the tar babies. 

‘Whether we're watching the Brer rabbits or 
foxes and their tar baby games, you have to won- 
der how that will affect your reality. Looking at 
that shiny, noisy but useless "people's initiative" 
‘siting dead in its tracks, makes you wonder how 
much of our taxes went to what is a spectacularly 
failed experiment. And watching the happy face 
of the Speaker as he wets his whistle, you have to 
wonder, too: Will that Dagupan Express remove 
the stones and dirt, the cracked and uneatable 
grains, from NFA rice at P15 to P20 a kilo? Wha 
heap shouldn't necessarily be of inferior quality. 
‘And at PS.50 to P6.50 a pack, instant noodles are 
more affordable and cleaner than what the gov- 
ernment can provide. 

And that's the ue moral ofthe tale: a constitu; 
tion doesn't provide edible rice. People do. But if 
theyre wrestling tar babies, weil 
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MY MOTHER IS SOFFSPOKEN, BUT SHE STANDS HER 
ground on issues that mast people shy away from. Just re- 
cently, our barangay captain asked her to sign up for the 
campaign launched by the supporters of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. Realizing that it was the signature campaign, 
Which the Arroyo administration unashamedly calls the peo- 
ples initiative, my mother declined, saying she was against 

This moming, 
while we were en- 
joying the cool 
morning breeze, my 
aunts house help, 
Ate Mile, mentioned. 
that my cousin had 
asked her to sign a 
piece of paper. My 
cousin, а barangay 
official, told her it 
‘was the minutes of the recent barangay assembly. Ate Mile 
signed a yellow piece of paper and another white sheet. 

My mother, who is the barangay treasurer, told her the yel- 
low paper was indeed the minutes of the barangay assembly, 
but the other one was for the signature campaign. When told 
that it called for Charter change and the possible extension 
of GMA's term, Ate Mile protested in our native tongue: did 
not know that! wasn't told it was for that purpose. We will 
bbe going backward, if she does not step down." 

Thars people's initiative for you. Whatever the Arroyo ad- 
ministration officials say, the only ones they manage to con- 
vince are themselves. But that is not surprising, For two years 
now, the squatter in Malacaftang has been convincing herself 
that she is the legitimate President. 

1 guess itis not difficult for her to convince herself that she 
is indeed the President. After all, the candidate I voted for is 
dead and the duly elected president is also dead. She has 
Garcillano, Gonzalez and Defensor to defend her, and they 
are such brilliant, logical and truthful people! 

‘When 1 wrote in my blog what I thought about the current 
political situation, my dentist wrote back to ask why 1 was so 
angry with GMA. She was surprised because I had taken part 
in Edsa TI. 

T replied that 1 was not fighting for GMA then, but 1 was 
there, like many others, to protest against President Joseph 
Estrada's conduct. I never questioned GMAs constitutional 
right to succeed to the presidency; 1 had to respect what the 
Constitution mandated, even though I never liked her. Now, 
what I am questioning is her legitimacy, and her behavior 
and that of Jose Pidal and Jose Pidal Jr. 

And she has the temerity to push for the revision of the 
Constitution! 

She started by creating a commission, which was not even 
permitted by the Constitution. Moreover, on the day we were 
Supposed to attend the assembly sponsored by the commis- 
sion, I received a call from a classmate who told me that at- 
tendance was by invitation. We bad to represent a sector of 
the community to be admitted to the convention center in 
the capitol where the assembly was being held. Well, thats 
consultation for you. 

Now here comes Speaker Jose de Venecia announcing that. 
by July this year, we would already have a parliamentary 
government. No surprise there. Even before 1 was qualified 
to vote, 1 already knew that the Speaker had dreams that 


Younc BLoop 
Leo Rey E Almero 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below —£d. 


were bigger than Dumbo's. They аге such big dreams that ^W 


even a Comelec official was surprised by them. The official 
pointed out that it would take some time to verify the signa- 
Tures, and the Comelec would need almost P3 billion to do it 
and then conduct a plebiscite к 

Someone ought to tell our people that the money they 
paid for the expanded value-added tax will be used to satisfy 
the whims of those who want to change the Constitution in 
order to fulfil their dreams of: (1) having а graceful exit; (2) 
extending their stay in power, (3) at last, becoming the head 
ofthe government; or (4) all of the above. 

But Lam not really worried, for several reasons. The first is 
that the Senate, orat least the more sensible members of that 
chamber, will not let GMA and the House of Representatives 
bully them into changing the Constitution. The senators are 
more knowledgeable about the Constitution, while most 
congressmen seem to be uninformed or misinformed (or 
pretending tobe either, which is idiotic) about the provisions 
of he Constitution. 

The second reason is that the Supreme Court, the van- 
guard of the Constitution, в stil there. And I pray that it will 
Continue to perform its noble task of defending the Constitu- 
tion. I have faith in the Supreme Court even though most of 
its members have been appointed by GMA. And that faithhas 1 
been strengthened by their decisions on Executive Order 464 
and Presidential Proclamation 1017. 

But my best reason for believing Charter change will not 
happen soon is that the people are very well aware of the 
current political situation. The surveys show that a big per- 
centage of Filipinos do not only want GMA to resign but al- 
So want the Constitution to stay as it is. In fact, a classmate 
told me that his boss, an elected government official and а 
known GMA supporter, is against the revision of the Consti- 
tution. Of course, 1 cannot verify that, but if it's true, kudos 
tohim. 

Авто some Filipinos living abroad who say that GMA is the 
best person to lead the country, would believe it only if they 
said that after living here for a few months. The Filipino is in- 
telligent, and there is no doubt about that. Only the adminis- 
tration says that Filipinos are more concerned about what 
they have on their tables. Such demeaning utterances could 
come only from officials who do not value the people's opin- 

‘Only administration officials say that the people still want 
СМА to lead the country, that she was put there by God, that 
she is the best person to lead the country and that the only 
solution to ай the problems of the country і the revision of 
the Constitution. But these statements are litte more than 
the incoherent babbling of persons who are prone to self-de- 
‘ception, like someone who continues to believe in the legiti- 
macy of her presidency. 

‘Does that constitute permanent disability? And that is one 
legitimate ground for removing her from office. 


Leo Rey Е Almero, 23, graduated from the Ateneo de Manila 
University in 2003 and is now taking up law at the the Univer- 
sity of Nueva Caceres in Naga City. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
Send your contributions by e-mail to youngbloodQoinguir- 
асот ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in ог, if employed, the posi- 
tion youre holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published 
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Рети OPINION . 
Working abroad should be one (Ук 


THIS IS IN SUPPORT OF INQUIR- 
ers position and recommendation 
regarding the plight of our over- 
seas Filipino workers. СА politi 
clans gift,” PDI, 5/12/06) 

Indeed, it is the duty of the 
government to provide protec- 
Чоп for its migrant workers and 
to negotiate pro-migrant agree- 
ments with OFW-host countries 
like Saudi Arabia. This is impera- 
tive to prevent the oppression 
and maltreatment of our modern- 
day heroes. 

Аз the Arroyo administration 
pushes Filipino workers to go 
abroad so that they can feed their 
families and bring stability to our 
economy, it should pursue as well 
а parallel mechanism to protect 
them, 

Unfortunately after more than. 


three decades of state promoted 
migration, the Philippine govem- 
ments perfomance in forging 
pro-migrant bilateral labor agree- 
ments with labor receiving coun- 
tries remains poor; until now, it 
has a zero batting average. Worse, 
its negotiating power is limited to 
lowering the minimum standards 
of protection and benefits of mi- 
grant workers in order to make 
the hiring of Filipino workers 
more attractive to labor receiving. 
countries. 

"This s not to mention the in- 
ability of the government to fully 
address the many problems beset- 
ting our OFWs, such as rape, mal- 
treatment, contract violations, 
rampant illegal recruitment, traf- 
ficking and the social costs of mi- 
gration, 


The release of several hun- 
dreds jailed OFWs in Saudi Ara- 
bia may be a cause for celebra- 
tion, but at the same time it 
should prompt our legislators 
and law enforcers to rethink our 
policy on migration and to work 
for an economy that can provide 
gainful and sustainable local jobs 
to our millions of unemployed 
Filipino workers. 

Working abroad should be just 
опе of the options; it should not 
be the only option for our intelli- 


Ine. (Centre for Migrant Workers), 
‘77 K-10th Street, 
Kamias, Quezon City 


Appearances do not make or unmake a crime 


TO PARAPHRASE CS. LEWIS, 
nowadays, crime is not committed 
in dark, seedy alleys by suspi- 
cious-looking gangsters but in 
well-lighted offices by neat-look- 
ing men in crisp shirts with clean 
fingernails, This is what makes 
evil all the more alluring—and 
harder to detect. 

То real life, an obvious distinc- 
tion of what good and bad really 
look like doesn't exist. This is the 


nation. The thrill one gets out of it 
is the kick of establishing power. 

Just because a rapist has а 
"tame appearance,” is “gentle and 
soft-spoken,” celebrates birth- 
days, and/or has а family—es the 
news story "Fr. Reuter presents the 
‘other side’ of the accused" (PDI, 
4/29/06) shows—does not mean, 
he is incapable of misdeeds or 
heinous crimes. 

But as one lawyer of the case 


of high stature "ling? these sol- 
diers should not diver: public fo- 
cus against what these men really 
did, or ere accused of doing. What 
happens in this country as in all 
pattarchal societies, however, is 
that it isthe woman who is made 
to prove her “innocence” and °ри- 
riy" Ils as if she is the one tried 
and at fault. Her character, her 
habits, her work are scrutinized: 
“She is a prostitute, she wanted it 


lesson we get, looking at the 
clean-shaven "andes зау 
{t—good-looking soldiers in the 
Subic rape case. 

Rape, however, does not choose 
appearances—the victims or the 
rapist’. The victim will not always 
look Hke am alluring princess 
caught in a high tower, and the 
devil will not always have dirty 
halt, sinister eyes and horns to 


said: "The public should know 
that even though they look like 
tame puppies, they raped and 
bused a Filipina, treated her like 
а pig and threw her on the road. 
That is what they did. Let's not be 
fooled by looks.” 

We should remember that it's 
the victim who is on the losing 
end. In fact, Їп rape cases, we 
should believe the woman рге 


why did she even drink with 
them?" Her accusers, on the other 
hand, are presented as clean and 
meek lambs. Now, that is the im- 
balance. Now, that is using media 
for propaganda. 

‘These American soldiers are us- 
ing Pr. James Reuters reputation 
so that we can turn a blind eye to 
what they have been accused of 
doing. Our first responsibility is to 


match. Rape is not a crime of lust 
or passion I is first and foremost 
a crime of aggression and it choos- 
es no one—whether beautiful, de- 
sirable or not. Rape is about domi- 


cisely because it takes a lot of guts 
for her to even come out to a skep- 
teal world and proclaim what has 
been done to her. 

‘An 80-year-old American priest. 


sive justice to the fpina woman 
Who also has a human face, a lov 
‘ng family, a birthday and a name. 
—CAIMARIANO, 
anicarmariano@gmall.eom 


Marriage of convenience between dynasties and oligarchs 


THIS 15 A REACTION TO 
Manuel L. Quezon t's column 
"Whats in tt for you." (PDI, 
5/4/06) Are we harping on the 
wrong side of the issues here? 
‘The Philippine political system is 
nothing but a marriage of conve- 
тепсе between the politica! dy- 
nasties and the Filipino oligarchs. 
Nothing more. 

"The year MLQ IIl was born, 
the Filipinos were standing In 
long queues to buy gas and rice, 
and 1 did a stint inside Fort Boni- 
faclo pulling talahib grass for vi- 
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lating the curfew. 1 was out late 
that night working for an P&«t- 
day Job. Since then, 1 haven't 
seen yet any great advances or 
changes in our political system 
that 1 can admire. Have there 
been any changes at all in our po- 
litical system aside from the re- 
moval of the “dysfunctional” and 
thelr replacement with "incom- 
petenti? 

We're In а quagmire, (1) Un- 
less the upper crust of the Pil- 
Iplno society and the Pilipino 
talpans cut the umbilical cord 
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connecting them to political 
cronyism, and then sincerely Join 
Juan de la Cruz's fight against 
Poverty, the sume political situa- 
tion will prevail in our country” 
(2) Unless the Filipinos re- 
mounce and turn away from in- 
situtionalized corruption, our 
country's political system will 
mot change. 

It ls not polities which [s cor- 
rupt. It is the citizens who c 
rupt i. Where are we headed t 

—CHRIS GALON, 
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LETTERS 


‘Spoon wars’ 


1 AM A CANADIAN WORKING 
in the Philippines. 1 have been 
here for a while now and I still 
have a while to go. I have been 
reading the InQums every day 
since my arrival and have been 
keeping abreast on this so-called 
"issue" of "The Spoon Wars.” 

‘The statement of the Montre- 
al teacher was ín every way "out. 
of line.” 1 cannot imagine the 
ramifications that it has had on 
her school and that of the Cana- 
dian schooling system. Acts of 
racism are not permitted in 
Canada in any form or from any- 
опе. This probably would not 
have happened if the teacher 
had known that the use of spoon 
is а culturally distinct Filipino 
practice 

Most Canadians are neither 
white nor big-nosed snobs, con- 
trary to what the May 14 Talk of 
the Town cartoon suggested. 
And as far as actual eating habits 
go, I must say that we Canadians 
eat in а variety of ways—with 
forks and knives, or even with 
ош bare hands when it comes to 
certain types of food. 

Thave found during my stay in 
the Philippines that the eating 
habits of the Filipino people are 
far more polite chan the average 
Canadian. So although 1 deeply 
disagree with the teacher in Mon- 
treal, 1 think that the issue has 
been blown out of proportion in 
the media, to the prejudice of 
Philippine-Canadian cultural rela- 
tions. 

We all need to understand 
few issues here so that we may 
put this issue to rest and contin- 
ше to enjoy the warm Philippine- 
Canadian relations that our two 
countries have established. We 
all are human beings, Each one 
of us is important. But we all 
make mistakes. And when we do, 
the best thing we can do is apolo- 
gue. 

We should treat this isolated 
Incident and use it as an opportu- 
nity to highlight the positive dif- 
ferences between our two cul- 
tures. 

‘The Ingumes's Talk of the Town 
should have focused on the more 
pressing concerns of the Filipinos. 
There are a lot more important 
things it can talk about on its 
pages than a spoon. 

-—DAWN STAFRACE, 
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Injustice at National Dairy Authority 


WE, THE UNDERSIGNED NATION- 
al Dairy Authority (NDA) ISAYAS 
employees, deplore the unjust dis- 
missal of Administrator Salvacion 


had its first set of professionally 
crafted promotion materials (in- 
cluding a TV commercial with 
Ogie Alcasid who appeared pro- 


M. Bulatao—"SMB" to all of us at 
the NDA—from office. It should be 
emphasized that she was fired for 
ignoring bidding procedures twice, 
mot for stealing public money. 

"he first transaction had to do 
with a consultancy engagement in 
September 2001. It was necessary 
to make four milk processing plants 
more efficent. The plants had been 
in the hands of dairy cooperatives 
for around 12 years without any 
rental being paid to government. 
Since there was no Filipino dairy 
engineer or technician in the coun- 
чу at that time, she and her col- 
leagues in the NDA central office 
saw that hiring a Thai consultant 
who was in the country would save 
money for the government. The 
staff of NDA Operations and Fi- 
nance and Administration endorsed 


bono and the Original Pilipino 
Milk logo that has been adopted 
эз the quality symbol of local 
milk producers). 

Today, although the dairy sec- 
tor is small, it is regarded as one 
of the achievers in the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, SMB has 
been a dedicated, effective and 
honest technocrat. Records show 
that, with her at the helm of the 
NDA, the agency consistently 


grew. 

As Marcus Buckingham says, 
the only things that leaders have 
in common is that they break all 
the rules. John Maxwell adds, 
"Great lenders don't just buy into 
what everybody else is saying, and 
they don't follow the beaten (and 
inthe case of government process- 


the transaction, The Commission 
‘on Audit subsequently cleared the 
transaction. 

‘Barely a month in the organiza- 
Чоп then, SMB had to trust the 
system and go for results with the 
greatest impact on the industry, 
the dairy enterprises and on the 
NDA as a government-owned and 
controlled corporation. Today sll 
those plants are covered with 
Jease-purchase contracts, the NDA 
is collecting rent and the enter- 
prises are operating the plants at a 
profit. 

‘The second transaction had to 


es, often obsolete) path. Great 
leaders are constantly creating 
their own conditions for success 
by blazing new trails.” This SMB 
has done. 

We truly belleve in SMB's і 
tegrity as a government servant 
and as an effective leader, and 
‘we hope that the powers-that-be 
review SMB's case and do right 
by her, We likewise suggest that a 
review be made on existing gov- 
ernment procurement processes 
and rules, many of which infact 
are not effective in preventing 
corruption, Further, some rules 
‘ot processes are no longer rele- 


do with a contract with McCann- 
Erickson. As a result of the en- 
gagement--facllitated by no less 
than the author of the Natio 

Dairy Development Act of 1995, 
then Sen. Leticia А, Sha 
hani—the local дану industry 


PPI is a solvent company 


vant and actually slow down а 

nation aching for faster develop- 
ment. 

GRACE J, CENAS 

AND 18 OTHER 

NATIONAL DAIRY 

AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES 


1 WOULD LIKE TO CLARIFY 
Alcuin Papa's report “Distressed 
релесі firm would sell plans." 
(PDI, 5/10/06) 

Pacific Plans Ine, (PPD he 
stopped selling open-ended edu 
cational plans way back in 1992 
or 10 years before the Securities 


polsed to do so (PDI, 12/12/05) 
means only one thing: PPI is а sol- 
vent company and В, therefore, 
capable of paying planholder ben- 
Es 

1, too, enrolled my three chll- 
dren in PPI educational plans, But 
these are fxed-valve plns, Аз a 


Aves ym [rue 


and Exchange Commission 
banned pre-need companies from 
doing so. I think what was not 
stated in the report was that PPL 
would only sell fixed-value edu- 
cational plans, alongside with ls 
other products such as fixed-val- 
ue memorial and fixed-value pen- 
sion plans. 

"The trus funds of these plans, 
which amount to P9.38 billion, ex- 
свой its total actuarial reserve lae 
bilities of P8.95 billion. And the 
fact that the court has ordered an 
Immediate approval of their 
(deniers) license and the SEC is 


planholder, 1 believe that the com- 
pany exists to serve Filipinos here 
and abroad and, if ts allowed to 
sell these plans, 1 am confident 
that the company can deliver on 
thelr future obligations 
Banning PPI from selling fixed- 
value plans would compromise 
the servicing of more than 
400,000 fixed-value planholders 
as against the 32,000 open-ended 
planholders 
—OLVERM. TANGARA, 
Purok 2, San Miguel, 
Tibungco, Davno City 
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Mayor in murder tries to leave RP 


By Nikko Dizon Only last week, state prosecutors that killed hundreds in 2004. epectis afie resolution; Mendorasaid. — e 


а found probable сце i cars Aasias the трава. She k hey vere Dg Му. 
D Ylarde with the murder of Philip naist kiled since thestartof2005. or Jaime Viarde included in the ch 
TA TOWN MAYOR WAS STOPPED FROM LEAVING THE Agustin, the editor and publisher of — Las Tuesday reponer Albert Orel mie msn Азу 
‘country yesterday after his name was placed on the Bu- die weekiyStamine Times Recorder, rowsguveldmmnGloCn Apres elu, hh ame ox 
$ igrati ist Í "The resolution was received by Relatives of Agustin have appealed the eighth month of the preliminary in- 
eau of Immigration watch list in connection with the eins family as they marked his forjustioe on the fret anniversary of his esigiion,ecuded Yarde fom among 
murder of a publisher in Aurora province last year. first death anniversary last May 10, murder that has remained unsolved the suspects but recommended his fur 
A Dingalan Mayor Jaime Ylardewas — Ylarde was not detained because Ар, 54, vs gunned down inside, Ба the casos of 38 other Filipino jour- егеді Py the poi and he SUPER BRAND 
"booked on Philppine Airlines PAL there was no warrant for his arrest, His daughters home afer he delivered ralissklledinthelas five years National Bureau of investigation. Eu 
РК ЗОО б Ноп Kongthatwas according to Ferdinand Sampol, copisofliswediyinDigakn Awor. Nenta Mendoza, sister of the slain Relatives of Agustin as wel as is 
{set to leave at 8 am. from the Ninoy head supervisor of the B-Naia. Agustin had beencriteal ofYiarde, Starline Times Recorder publisher friend, Dingalan Councilor Valentino SUPER BRAND 
Cuno Imemaonal Airport (Nai) Sampol sad Yide did mot aformerpoliceman,inhis columns. "Philp Agustin, said the family was ex Lapuz, had contested the dun 26, GOLD 2003 
Shen Тешип yesterday. protest his inclusion in the watch ‘The weeky also carried stories petngafalresluo” rom thenew 2006 resolution and sought the relief 

res gation officers told ltandsimplylettheairport alleging that larde had profited рала of prosecutors assigned by Jus- of Senior State Prosectar Emmanuel SUPER BRAND 
ciu, aera eave because he The mayor abo id not mention the бот the calamity funds received by tice Secretary Raul Gonzalezin March. Velasco. With areport from Tonette GOLD 2002 
‘was on the BI watch ls, pupae ofa арай, Sampoladel, the town in the wake of a landslide "We bave wed long and al hat we Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk РЕВ BRAND 
GOLD 2001 
ut 


1,000 Lujsita esses erin ea Church sticks 5700 
Ё d 1 SUPER BRAND 


workers want | to same line GOLD 1999 
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* BACOLOR, PAMPANGA—FOCUS ON SOLV- 
ing poverty noton reducing population. 
1 ‘San Femando Archbishop Paciano Aniceto, chair 
ofthe Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philip- 
Signed a petition seeking individ- | | pines Episcopal Commission on Family and Life, 
dl ownership of lots at the Co- | | Dive биг adice as he sought an end т debates by 
‘juangeo-family owned estate. i Jegistators and government planners on the project- 
ү. The farmers group Farmwork- edsouown in the annual population growth rare, 
Tis Agrarian Reform Movement- | F “They should stop debating about the popula- 
'Hacienda Luisita (Farm-Luisita), tion. Thats unnecessary because its bound to go 


"submitted the 75-page petition to down. Our people are already intelligent. They will 
only bring out into the wor the children they can 
suppor,” Aniceto told the INqueem on Tuesday. 


"ihe Department of Agrarian Re- 
He also urged those in government, especial- 


"least 1,103 farm workers at the 
“Hacienda Luisita in Tarlac have 


technology 


form in Quezon City on Tuesday, 
according to Renato Lalic, Farm- 


Luisita secretary general. ly lawmakers, to “divert” public resources away Retractable 


| 
The government has placed | | from population management and instead allot 
Dee ee Кз Eee а 
uve edes perpe een 

pee pepe e 

"arm Luisita. went ahead with | | Jevition of povemy and in the advancement and 
ree emu атаа 
„Magbubukid ng Pilipinas, Alyansa | | ў Poverty he said, is nota result ofa big popula- 
img Manggagawang Bukid sa x 3 tion but the outcome of the concentration of 

[arae ema EE Cid cg 
ata, Workers Union—which led the È Җ Aniceto also continued to campaign 
‘agrarian strike at the hacienda У 1 against House Bill 3773 (Responsible Parent- 

„from November 2004 to Novem- hood and Population Management Act of 

‘The petition also went on despite p" health and dignity of women. We should not. 

‘an earlier policy announcement by d eL м depend on chemicals in order to reduce our 
Agrarian Reform Undersecretary < B ed population," he said. 

No io a бе ошо ы : Es а ERE 

which is covered by five titles, Р 5 < де ‘government-managed health centers. There, he not- 

{would be collectively owned by the X ERR S52 Gd, couples are told ошту} to use contraceptives. 

“beneficiaries through а Certificate | -2V3 A vA a > "Couples, he said, should be allowed to de- 

Lalic said the signatories are le- x ENS а = (С. наан | ciples of their Church. 
у fitimate farm workers living in z а Я aS 3 d = "What we need is not birth control. What we 
three villages on the Concepcion, авг $4 Ў need is selfrestraint and that's the real meaning. 
Tarlac, side of the estate. He said р К зд. | of freedom. We should be able to decide [on the 
Ethe farmers meet the qualifica- AX тч B x ran "ig methods] that would make us more humane, 
tion set by Section 22 of Republic. К EI ра human and more worthy of our dignity as Fil- 
Agrarian Reform Law of 1988. ‘The Catholic Church approves only of natu- 

“not want changes in the form of | WORK NOW, STUDY LATER BNG GONZALESPOLMINONNAO BUREAU Aniceto said the figures that matter most 

land ownership, insisting that | Thelackoffundsofmany public schools in the country is forcing students, like these at the Doña. are those that actually show that the poor are 
леу retain ће stock distribution | Carmen Denia National High Schoolin Toril, Davao City, to volunteer for cleaning chores in t getting more access to health care, education, 
ороп (SDO) scheme. The HLI | schools in preparation for the opening of classes next month. jobs and lands, and are earning decent wages. 

questioned before the Supreme xij Tonerte Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 

E rene ho flunked lifestyle check А 

iem p BIR exec who flunked lifestyle check gets promotion 
лум иы. 

‘tion. flunked a lifestyle check, had been ing his 37 years in the government Marzoc's vacated post here will who was named acting chief of the 
Elisa Char Nod Маай and 1а his ‘Order dated May 10, Rev- pieces of realestate property. He de- darosa, BIR central office executive — From acting executive assistant ft 
оер ши blr, CM dit oi 10де пе. Me iml ar рен pestor. тросу нома аан оме ойе nts Rer of 
Ethe oficer said ina lener To- revenue officials were also named to signment, Marzoc will formally re- cise large taxpayers division execu- Region, which i$ also based in 


Owwa exec suspended on molestation complaint from OFW 


By Carla P. Gomez cidental. house.” the Philippine Embassy in Ri- her companions to a shopping 
EDI Visayas Bureau “We will let due process take its Esguerra was immediately re- yadh. center in Khobar where she was 
Я course, Roquetoldieiwqumerina called and suspended, he In her affidavit, the ORW sald fetched by Esguerra, They Bot in. 
SBACOLOD CITY—AN OVERSEAS phone interview. added, she had been working as а бо. to a white vehicle driven by a 
Workers, Welfare Administration " Roque said he filed the ad- Тһе OFW accused Esguerra, who mestie helper for Ahmed Ibrahim certain Alex 

Ён) oficial in Saudi Arablahes ministrative case against Er. is in his 505 of molesting her In Dobis in Doha, Dhahran, since | Upon reaching the Pole ite 
been suspended pending investiga- guerra based on the complaint February when she sought his help 2004. ing, Esguerra allegedly brought her 
Eion of alegations that he molested. fled by the OPW at the Philip- after fleeing from her Arab employ- Kathy said Dobis ied to molest 10 а room ca fe second floor, 
EN Temale Oversea Filipino Worker pine Embassy in Riyadh, Saudi erwho had been making sexual ad- her a number of пез but she was which she sald bad а big bed, red 
ECORW) who sought his help im Arabia. vances. able to thwart his sexual advances. sofas, а side table and а big cabi- 
February. Mhe Negrense did not want tp "I would like to express my dis- Bur last Feb. 2, she decided to run. net 

Owwa chief Marianito Roque sign her complaint under oath sol appointment and disgust over away According to her statement, her 

aW Ré баета, Owwa cou. һай to be the one to fle the com- what happened, 1 was able to She sought the help of a do- description resembled ie ton ot 
selor based in Dhahran, Saudi plaint,” he added. thwart the sexual advances of ту mestie helper and driver of а cupled by Esguerra at Room 2008 in 
Arabia, had been recalled to the ` Rouesald hemetwith the OFW Arab employer .. but 1 fell into neighboring house in Doha who Pojo Building, 

ырен te serve his suspen. while in Saudi Arabia and acedon thehandsofafellowFilipiowho contacted Esguerra for assis twas inside roo where ie 
‘sion and to face the complaint her complaint, "Wo took careofher just took advantage of me,” she tance Owwa officer allegedly made his 
filed Бу ап OPW from Negros Ос. and placed her in a halfway said in an affidavit executed at — Kathysaidshewasbroughtby sexual advances, 
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INQUIRER Southern Luzon шшш 
Kayaking around Mindoro in 18 days 


By Madonna T. Virola g 
propi ME pircumnavigating the island 


E 02711 
T 7:40 PM. ON Sodio, Rizal Wa Beach, 
As 22, three mi а 
men landed on ће 1 d nu redi 
shores of Barangay San £ $ TE ia 
Roque I in San Jose, Occi- pm cem ик 
dental Mindoro, putting pun Calapan 
their paddles to rest after Pg j Pandan iver рүм 
18 days of navigating the Days Brgy. Miso 
island's contours. ` Pagoarchan 
Eric M. Ramirez, Immanuel à Bier Days 
“lman” Peñaflor and Ariel А Days mio 
“Taboy” Bacason began theirvoy igsusu, Pahan Day 16 
age on April 5 in the same place, s mous 
focused on their mission to be- 2 IN Mou тн 
come the first to circle Mindoro in pm 
solo kayaks. $. А - Buisiacac 
"The Mindoro Kayaking 2006 ors 
E ee SF San Jose, KAYAK adventurers (from left) Immanuel Pefaflor, Eric Ramirez and 
three individuals of disparate d Sas m Ariel Bacason arrive in San Jose, Occidental Mindoro, moonmwtvsou 
pursuits. en 
Ramirez, 34, is а US migrant. пут EE а 
on vacation in Mindoro, his Pandorachan Bay Aps, raha mipi ermene pa N cue: 
birthplace. A licensed nurse in ee gerthe Mangyan in g-string who Ноте sweet home 
New Jamey nibh he п танна лт asked for his mobile phone Аз they neared their last stop, 
ished aeronautical engineering Тһе sleek, elongated boats Mangyan children paddling in upside down, the three decided number, saying he might beable they kept thinking of their experi- 
at the PATTS School of Aero- were the seacraftof choice by the the open sea. fo take а break at a resort m тошу МЫ and n call ences and how they all began 
hautis in Manila, he left theis- three who were out for an adven- Ах Mananaw, Paluan, the next Apyas,AbradellogonDay11. him up, fading meld compare to the 
land for the United States im ture. day, Peñaflor met natives who c. à : Mn ofthe shoveling thelr final 
1993. "To сай the kayak rrio a "cruis- sold pebbles fora living and got ‘Gift from heaven’ [т So 
98. end from way back ш ing’ woop woud be an under. acquainted with residents of White Beach in Puerto Galera "The local residents at various ^ "When 1 saw the shoreline 
colisge Manila Pehallor 39, stitementastravel around theis- Basil, Abra de Пор, onthe fllow- “was lke a gift from heaven” It points ofthe trip gave the group with my head mp, 1 raised my 
successful furniture maker. He land in this type of boat requires ing day. relaxed their sore and aching &glimpseof how they havebeen paddle and swam toward our 
а асе оше in Бесс tate maneweering sills in we Day 9 was Holy Thursday. The muscles. Ramirez said he would Sing out a living in the coastal families, about 20 of them,” 
Engineering degree at the Feati ters they had just begun to ex- group observed strong winds and have wanted to indulge in communities. Some were fisher- Ramirez said, x 
University. plore. hhesitated to continue their trip. snorkeling but missed the chance men engaged in dynamite fish- “We were very excited to go 
Bacason, 33, isagardenerat " The group said they prepared The people offered them ahutfor because of fever. ing, while others were farmers home as we missed our families 
a beach resort, a last-minute for two tough areas, one of them shelter steamed rice and liquor 18 Punta Beach, Sen Teodoro clearing the mountains. sec 
feplacement for an original off Calavite at the northwestern as night capper. on Dey 12, Easter Sunday, the “бы унн зше ar Their families did not know 
team member who had backed tip, where the waves were nor- yp group was offered small cortages = dawn to fish, only to return sever- the details of the expedition and 
out mally about one meter high. Wrong turn for PSO0 by а group of women =] hours later with just a single were told of their arrival only on 
i тару ош опе bert oe Tt was a memorable Good Fri- and several men already inomi- small catch to offers wife wait. the inal day by Ramirez's moth- 
Preparations couldn't see each other” they day. The kayakers made а wrong cated with native liquor. The ing on the shore. a valla they sere ae in AE 
With Ramirez leading the ай. said Tal Hom Calavie and Paluan in price was eventually lowered to ЕО last doy о doubled bug, Magsaysay, some 25 miles 
venture, the group consumed The other area . was Occidental Mindoro toward Puer. P300. beep peg yere Sca aueh j 
one year and A half to prepare Borongkaan a the boundary of m Galea s hey manenered On Day 16, ба апела форс ш е home nedum "Thy also didnt even know it 
the equipment they would the two Mindoro provinces south against the win encountered wind gusts that Why As eset = 
need. Würde ‘Ramirez saw Bacason paddling gave them a difficult time kayak- ‘Why should we prolong the tip? was Earth Day. 
Into “paraw” (native outrigger E ie бетобу Бш staying on the same ing in Roxas Oriental Mindoro 
boa) заар after a two-year Exploration spot. He rushed toward Bacason, "The waves came from different 
Срат Аата recy evo. Ramirez said he didn't know who was about five miles away, directions, ше those (m What they brought along 
Taciously read books and other Mindoro well and that exploring but saw him drifting away from  Celavite where waves were only * Ре hs 
materials on kayaking He visited che island gave bim the feelinghe tack fonde ul cam билк {Ин See enter me 
kayak shows in New Jersey and was out to conquer a familiar yer “Ithought Taboy's kayak over- they said. имиш кт (ter container signal miror, whistle and зам), nyion fsh- 
sent a sample of a kayak to Pe- unknown territore tumed, but I realized he маз пос They decided to take а siesta Ing ing and hook, condom (for emergency water), lances and mini 
Aaftrforhimtocopyforthe Min: "On Day 5, he saw a wild even worried," he said, proud of and went videoke singing with разлад cored best, dried meat, sardines, Power bars (roy bars 
doro adventure. duck рау 5, пе зан Pinag- his teammate whose presence of the people at Dalahican Beach packad wih complex carbonydrates with high core content), moblle 
Propelled by double-bladed barahan River, between Sta. mind boosted the groups Reso. —— Pad мал tn, batiar- powered iamp, underwater camera, ma- 
paddles, modem Kayaks trace Cruz and Mamburao. Two morale Тһе next day, they were greet- риш, оре, siivarware, step, clothes, sun block tion, insect repellant, 
Байт ойшы to the native bows Gays later, they marvelled at At this time, their kayaks were ed by barangay tanod (vilage ров and pans, sponge, camping stove, shower bag as drinking water 
шей in alaska as early as 4000 the waterfalls cascading from almost destroyed by big waves guards) in a Mangyan-populated container, matress, pair of binoculars, dry bags, lots of plastic bags, 
year ago, according to archaeo- the mountain to the sea at I- that pushed them totheshores. sland community called Dang. and waterproof gear. 
logisss. Bo, Calavite. They saw When Ramirez's kayak went kalan in Bulalacao, the southern 


Mining town reinvents itself 
DDBP ........ 5 


By Gerald Gene R. Querubin Other beaches are the Kalangkang бог children and adults. 
Sta. Cruz, Marinduque and Biga. ‘Busay is less than a kilometer from 


sland.vilages also boast of scenic the Sta. Cruz Parish Church, the old- 
INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID Tz FORMER COPPER beaches. Polo has Aroma Beach, a15- est church inthe town center. 


совр) снн imite ride by motorboat fom Buya- Buile in 1760, it houses centuries- 
Tener ent tn ce СОВЕТ. вези spe er pe леденог m Е авая н Бэй Pors, мазаи репеу oid religious soipures and he wie 
СВАО, пету ар ыыт о OSP пан. Me, rises arc oigalonsoncenain | 5 ind atom Because of iu nearness tothe paneled “retablos” atthe center an 
bid for the purchase and a о ОВР оа mountet Two Fundred Fourteen won | trying to reinvent itself as а town proper, the sides, 
Ore Hundred Pry Thavsand апа 007100 (F214:140.000 00. Tna non pedomming сла nd | tourism destination. Mengeng sland is another gem Lest than five minutes of tricycle 
Bssets wil бе sold on CASH BASIS ONLY, А548, WHERE-S-BASIS AND NO RECOURSE | ° Blessed by pristine beaches, scenie ofa find because ofits white beaches. ride from the church is the census 
gs sate ee eel кь Sidecar ach over Bam. 
е arks, the former mining site of Waterfalls gay Lapu-Lapu, which was once used 
Тедо Bioeng Crimes and inbmalion Malas wil be provided 1o each bidder tat peu КЕСЕНИ аери p 
Marinduque Copper Mining Corp. s 
quales to participate in the pubic auction. Marepge) is 150 km south of the Kawa-Kawa Tals in Barangay bleanacks by pirates. 
онна aries may sin string on May 11, 2008 о May 23,2006, 6:00a.. 10400 | Manta which makes itmoreaccessi- Bangcuangan, the Bagakawa Falls й o, 
AI inlorested partias moy bli stato on ay 1 iom anda Pe lowing adress upon | Метр тшда than Boracay, Cebu or Barangay Tembangan, and the Altar Caves 
Payment of non-fefundebie fee of Pesos: Fifty Thousand and 00/100 (P50, 000.00} oe Falls in Barangay De Villa. “Tourists can visit the Bathala Caves 


THE SECRETARIAT Uic Bestclass municipality (aver. They, however, need not look far System in Barangay Ipil, а 20-minute 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE ВАС) age annual Income: P38 milion or because Sta. Cruz has waterfalls ride from the town proper Inside the 
ою The Head, Remedial Management 2, Asset Management dg over the past three years) isthe right within the poblacion. From caves are wonderful stalactites, sta- 
Ground Flor, DBP Bulking premier destination of the hear where they are staying, they can lagmites and other narural rock for- 
вел Baya venus соп Макай Avenuo Shaped send. province Malk for 5-10 minutes tothe Busay mations. Thousands of guanopro- 
Макан City, Philippines 1200 As the seafood capital of Falls, complete with dipping pool [OU ру 
Marinduque, Sa. Cruz yields an in one of the caves, guests can mat- 
Each interested party that submits itself for pre-quaiiction wil be evaluated based on the s m o eed DAI UA. 
Glaser P Tore of Reference erre qarícaton abundant hares of “i or i GETTING THERE ME 
Deadline for the submission of ligi requirements for prequaliicaton һай Бе оп May25. | tought by “bagoong” (ней fish — BylandFrom Manli, take a ex, can wade in waist-deep waters of 
bought by “bagoong” (s 
2006 at 4:00 pm. Manlia Ume and is non-extendibie. Бон Бу itt fares Pangast JAC Liner irom Ed- the Bathala’s River Cave. à 
THE DBP ASSUMES NO OBLIGATION WHATSOEVER TO COMPENSATE ORINDEMNIFY | пап, I celebrated its first seafood fes- — SaKamias/Cubao station. A bus For nature lovers, the municipality 
ANY INTERESTED PARTY, PRE-QUALIFIED BIDDER OR WINNING BIDDER, AS THE | tival on May 1-3. {hat travals directly to Sta. Cruz, обез areas for hiking, trekking and 
CASE MAY BE, FOR ANY EXCUSE OR LOSS THAT ANY SUCH PARTY(JES) MAY INCUR Marinduque charges P500 one- trail biking. 
IN THE PARTICIPATION IN THE PRE-QUALIFICATION AND BIDDING PROCESS. Mois э Сет, ЕРА 8 


DOP RESERVES THE RIGHT TOREJECTANYANDALLINTERESTEDPARTY(IES)FROM | Тһе main showcase of Sta. Cruz is, Drisinanrbes JACling. JAM ` з beaches, scenic spots and histor 
DEE RESERVES INTHEPREQUAUEICATION AND, REJECT ANY АМО АШ ӨЗ, ТО | the Palo Maria Beach in Barangay 89: Dola Rosa lmorjgoingap < cal landmarks bur also ar the low-cost 
ee ee ene TALITY THEREIN, OR TO ACCEPT SUCH BID(S) AS MAY BE | е Pe The whitesand beach TAO Talao Port in Luoons Ciy. food and accommodation, 
CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO TME BANÉ THEDEGSONOF THEBANKIS | Wan eenn des waren в терај Потез, рида Mayor Percival Morale. 
INAL AND BINDING. with desa, car эмиз is oats po to Buyabod port in Sta. ^ч Бе saterasna e E 
as one of the finest in the county Seats gotoBuyavodpotinst | Since the beaches of Sta, 
For particulars, please qure as folows: Тоша иШ бон лат Вен. Canen ои Вана тох been commmercialed yet, vrs 
THE SECRETARIAT class amenities sll untampered by , Taven/yanesrfeopetavelto ia. SAN Say overnight through the hom 
... BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE BAC) gaudy commercialism. They can al- ' Ong. Say program implemented by the 
clo The end medal Marogemont 2 Asse Management flew behind their "insignia" of ' ` Thoreareaisovans thattavet Provincial Tourism Offce. —— 
P Aerde R footprints on the other beaches, ' trom Manta to Talao-Talan. ‘They can say in houses near the 
зеп. GJ. Puyal Avenue cor. Мака! Avenue Such as the pebbled Dapdap and By alr: Aslan Spirt otters ropular ; beaches. The more adventurous may. 
Мака Слу, Philippines 1200 Maligaya. тм китек око баз ` bring their camping gear and pitch 
Telephone по: (632) 818-98-11 Locas 2167 and 2169 Dapdap Beach in Barangay Tagum Í Alport. Travel uma is approximate- . tents on the beach. However, making 
оос вее is a 30-minute jeepney ride from the, y 4S minutos trom Manta Pub ` bonfires or cooking at the beach is 
e E blacion, while Maligaya Beach іп | shutievehidesareavalableto iscouraged. 
Imm кек EE | ТО 
(poLMay 19 81,2006) Tien Do f ана) Jeepney ride. destnaions. found atthe town proper. 


“The non-performing loans and assets willbe sold through a sealed-Lid public auction process. 
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OPUS DEL-LATIN FOR "THE 
work of God*—is a relatively 
small group of roughly 85,000 
Catholics, mostly lay men and 
women but including clergy as 
well, founded in 1928 in Madrid, 
‘Spain, by St. Josemaria Escriva. 
Ориз Dei arose from the fer- 
ment in European Catholicism of 


the early 20th century, alarmed 
by the growing gap between the 
Church and the secular world. It 
‘was one of many new forms of 
life in Catholicism designed to 
“evangelize” secularity, meaning 
to bring the message of the 
gospel to the modem street. 
Escrivas vision was to form а 


corps of lay men and women 
‘who would then bring Christian- 
ity into the boardrooms, parlia- 
ments, lecture halls and news- 
rooms of the modern world. It 
‘would be the laity, not the cleri- 
cal caste, who would “redeem” 
secularity. 


АП ofthis is expressed in Opus 


Defs core spiritual ideas, the 
“sanctification of work.” Escriva 
encouraged his followers not to 
compartmentalize their reli- 
gious lives, to see their ordinary 
daily work just as "religious" an 
activity as going to church on 
Sunday Opus Dei numbers 
1,850 priests, along with 83,641 


laity. 

‘There are three main cate- 
gories of members—numeraries, 
who are celibate and live in Opus. 
Dei centers; associates, who are 
like numeraries but live on their 
‘own; and supernumeraries, who 
are generally married and live 
with their families. In theory, 


The origin of the Opus Dei: ‘God’s Marines’ 


these are distinctions in ones 
mode of life, not in level of com- 
mitment. 

—Buerpts from "What is Opus 
ре" by John Allen, author of 
"Opus Dei: An Objective Look Be- 
hind the Myths and Reality of the 
‘Most Controversial Force in the 
Catholic Church." 


Opus Dei in RP: It began 


Fromage Al 


mind. Harvard, of all places, was 
where he got snared, so to speak. 

‘There, he met Bernardo Ville- 
gas and Placido Mapa who were 
also doing doctorate studies in 
economics. АШ three became 
drawn to Opus Dei and eventual- 
ly sought membership—Villegas 
and Estanislao as numeraries, 
and Mapa as а supernumerary. 
‘The three brought Opus Dei to 
the Philippines and some parts of. 
Asia and were instrumental in its 
growth inthe region. 

Numeraries are lay people who 
are committed to a Ше of celiba- 
су, live together in an Opus Dei 
residence and follow a relatively 
structured regimen even while 
practicing their chosen profes- 
sions in the secular world. They 
study philosophy and theology as 
would be required for priest 
hood. 

‘Supernumeraries are generally 
married and live with their fami- 
lies. (See sidebar above.) 


God's Marines 

Numerary comes from the 
‘Latin word numerus and has a 
Roman militaristic origin. Opus 
Dei members sometimes think of 
themselves as "God's Marines." 

And what attracted Estanislao 
tothe work"? 

"1 realized 1 could remain an 
economist, that I need not give up 
being one, while offering every- 
thing to God," Estanislao expla 
"We have a mission to put God into 
peoples lives while maintaining а 
personal relationship with God." It 
is a call, a vocation, he adds. 

‘Opus Deis Spanish founder, St 
Josemaria Escriva (canonized in 
2000) was still alive at that time, 
and Villegas had gone to Barcelona 
to meet with him. Estanislao later 
met with Eseriva in Mexico, 

“Не was very interested in 
the Philippines," Estanislao re- 
members. “He told me, ‘If you 
leave it up to me l' like to be 
buried in the Philippines." It 


IT HAPPENED AT HARVARD 
for Dr. Jesus Estanislao while 
pursuing a doctoral degree in 
‘economics: He discovered the 
‘Opus Dei and brought it to his 
home country. p 


was an encounter he would 
never forget. 


Beginnings in RP 

Before staring anything, the 
Harvard boys first had to get the 
approval of then Manila Arch- 
bishop Rufino Cardinal Sancos. 

"The first Opus Dei center for 
men in Manila was in the com- 
pound of the Villegas family in 
Singalong. It opened in 1964 to 
students, many of them from De 
LaSalle University 

Estanislao and Villegas, а La 
Sallie, who had gone through 
Spiritual formation and theologi- 
cal studies, conducted talks and 
recollections. Joining them later 
were two Spanish priests of Opus 
Dei, Fathers Jose Morales and 
Javier de Pedro, and numerary 
Jose Rivera, an engineer 

їп April 1965 the apostolate 
moved to a bigger place, the 
Maynilad Study Center in Malate. 


with 3 Harvar 


YOUNG NUMERARIES at the Tanglaw Residence in Quezon City are mostly professionals and 


intellectuals. 


This would be a venue for educa- 
Чоп and training for male stu- 
dents and professionals. And of 
‘course, for recruitment. 


Drawing students 

Soon, Opus Dei gained 4 
foothold in the University of the 
Philippines in Quezon City. To 
serve that part of Metro Manila, 
Opus Dei built the Banahaw Cul- 
‘ural Center in 1968. Two more 
priests arrived to serve the needs 
of the growing number of male 
students and professionals. 

The women of Opus Dei who 
arrived in 1965 also built a stu- 
dent residence on Leon Gi 
Street in Malate, attracting both 
students and professionals, 

"1 was among those who fre- 
quently visited the center,” says 
Rosie Tagasan who was taking up 
statistics at UP in the early 1970s. 

“They were always speaking in 
English and I didn't feel at ease,” 
Tagasan recalls. И that didnt 

ан her to Opus Dei, the wide 
array of reading materials did. 
"agasan's visits to the center 


became more frequent. She did 
mot become a numerary right 
away and first had to see to it that 
her widowed mother and 
younger siblings were economi- 
cally okay. Financial stability and 
а good intellect are among the 
requisites for numerari 

Although Tagasan's job im a 
foreign company meant living for 
many years in Asian countries 
that were not predominantly 
Catholic, she didn’t have to stop 
being а numerary and found 
ways to live out her religious 
commitment. Not too long ago, 
she came home for good and be- 
came director of the Makiling 
Conference Center in Calamba, 
Laguna. She lives in the adjacent 
residence for female numeraries, 
а well-appointed one, no doubt, 
that opens to a lush and wooded 


Expansion 
in August 1967, numeraries 
Estanisiao and Vilegas pur up the 
Center for Research and Comm 
nication (CRC), a business and 


Critics pan ‘Da Vinci’ in Cannes 


From page Al 
tianity’s roots. 

While readers worldwide de- 
voured the novel, reaction from 
Cannes critics ranged from mild 
endorsement of its pot-boiler sus- 
pense to groans of ridicule over 
its heavy melodrama. 

"lesa movie about whether the 
greatest story ever told is true or 
mot, and it’s not the greatest 
movie ever screened, is it?” said 
Baz Bamigboye, a film columnist 
for London's Daily Mail. "As a 
thriller, well,” he continued, 
shrugging. 

"Maybe the next day ТЇ forget 
‘about it," said Igor Soukmanov of 
Unistar Radio in Belarus. "But to- 
day for two hours it was good en- 
tertainment ... As a Hollywood 
movie, it's a very nice picture." 

Critics got their first look at "The. 
Da Vinci Code" a day before its 
word premiere at Cannes on 
Wednesday, when it also debuts at 
theaters їп France and some other 
countries. The flm opens wor 
wide over the following two days. 
Tt opens in the Philippines today. 

Directed by Ron Howard, the 
movie stars Tom Hanks and Au- 
drey Tautou as strangers hurled 
together on a frantic quest for the 
Holy Grail after a series of mur- 
ders is committed. 

‘The filmmakers added some 
twists and variations here and 
there, but the general thrust of 
the novel remained intact, in- 
cluding its theory that Jesus 
Christ and Mary Magdalene were 
married and had a child, which 
has prompted denouncements 
from many Christians. 


Restless audience 

‘The Cannes audience clearly 
grew restless as the movie 
dragged on to two and a half 
hours and spun a long sequence 
of anticlimactic revelations. 

"^I kept thinking of the Energiz- 


er Bunny, because it kept going 
and going and going, and notin a 
good way" said James Rocchi, а 
film critic for CBS 5 television in 
San Francisco and the online out- 
Jet Cinematical. “Ron Howard 
makes handsome films. He 
doesn't make bad ones, but he 
doesn't make great ones.” 

‘One especially melodramatic 
line uttered by Hanks drew pro- 
longed laughter and some cat- 
calls, and the audience continued 
to titter for much of the film's re- 
mainder. 

‘Some people walked out dur- 
ing the movie's closing minutes, 
although there were fewer берат 
tures than many Cannes movies 
provoke among harsh critics 
When the credits rolled, there 
were a few whistles and hisses, 
and there was none of the seat- 
tered applause even bad movies 
sometimes receive at Cannes. 

Critics singled out costar lan 
Mekellen, playing a wry Grail en- 
thusiast who joins the search, as 
the movie's highlight, injecting 
hearty humor and delivering the 
most nuanced performance. Paul 
Bettany was cited for adding a 
seething mix of tragic pathos and 
destructive zealousness as а 
monk assassin who carries out 
the slayings. 


Passionate protests 

While critics in Cannes re- 
sponded cooly to the movie, 
Christian leaders in Asia voiced 
fears the movie may sour the im- 
age of their religion in the region 
where Christianity is overshad- 
‘owed by Buddhism, Hinduism 
and Islam. 

The archbishop of Manila, 
Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales, has 
denounced both the movie and 
the novel аз an attack on the di- 
vinity of Jesus Christ. But he has 
stopped short of calling for a ban 
in the predominantly Roman 
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APYRAMID-SHAPED tent advertising "The Da Vinci Code" is 
located on the waterfront as preparations continue for the 59th 
International бт festival in Cannes, southern France, on Tuesday, 


May 16. 
Catholic nation. 

Marissa Laguardia, head of the 
Movie and Television Review and 
Classification Board (MTRCB), 
cited the importance of preserv- 
ing free speech in the Philippines. 
‘She said opponents of the film 
may discourage friends from 
watching it, but that the movie 
“has tobe shown.” 

"Otherwise we will be the only 
country that will not show this 
film. Thirty-six countries have al- 
ready reviewed this film and they 
have not banned it. So are we just 


^ 


out of the Stone Age?" Laguardia 
said. 

The MTRCB approved an adult 
rating for the movie but stopped 
short of rating it "X," saying “it 
does not constitute а clear, ex- 
press or direct attack on the 
Catholic Church or religion” and 
does not libel or defame any per- 
son. 

Many Christians all over the 
world consider as blasphemy one 
of the movie's premises that Jesus 
Christ married Mary Magdalene 
and fathered children and that 
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economic think tank. 

The CRC was to be an instru- 
ment that would carry the church. 
tothe workplace, so to speak, and 
impart Catholic teachings to pro- 
fessionals in business, law, jour- 
nalism, education and other key 
sectors. Among the early recruits 
was another Harvard graduate 
Jose Romero, economist and 
business journalist, who later be- 
camea supernumerary. 

In 1995, the CRC became the 
University of Asia and the Pacific 
(UA&P) where some 2,000 stu- 
dents are currently enrolled. Its 
tuition is among the most pro- 
hibitive. Is campus в in the heart 
of the Ortigas business center in 
Pasig. Villegas had served as uni- 
versity president. 

Despite its big chapel with a 
grand gilded altar decorated with 
Tenaissancearyle paintings (a 
trademark of Opus Dei chapels), 
and the regular presence of Opus. 
Dei priests for daily Masses and 
confessions, UA&P is not a 
Catholic school 

This is what Antonio Torralba, 


his descendants are still alive. 

But Christians in Asia are espe- 
cially worried that the movie may 
spread misinformation about 
their religion, which is a minority 
faith in many countries of the re- 
gion. 

“If Jesus Christ had a child and 
wife, then Christianity would be 
destroyed,” said Thongchai Prad- 
abchananurat, of the Thailand 
Protestant Churches Coordinat- 
ing Committee. 

A coalition of Christian groups 
in Thailand, which is more than. 
90 percent Buddhist, demanded 
that censors cut the last 15 min- 
utes of the movie, which reveal 
that Jesus’ lineage has continued. 

The country's censorship 
board agreed to snip the last 10 
minutes, but the movie's maker, 
Columbia Pictures, has appealed. 


Hunger strike 

In India, Joseph Dias, head of 
the Catholic Secular Forum, went 
fon a hunger strike in downtown 
Bombay tà protest the movie's re- 
lease in his country, where most 
of the 1 billion population is Hin- 
а 

After receiving more than 200 
complaints, India's Information 
and Broadcasting Minister Priya 
Ranjan Dasmunshi said he was 
going to see the movie for him- 
Seif, which may delay by a day or 
two the film's scheduled release 
inthe country on Friday. 

In South Korea which has 13 
million Protestants and 46 mil- 
lion Roman Catholics, а court 
ruled Tuesday that a Christian 
group's request for an injunction 
to block screenings lacked merit. 

“Ait is clear thatthe novel and. 
movie are all fiction... there is no 
probability that the movie сап 
таке viewers mistakenly believe 
the contents of the movie are 
facts” chief judge Song Jn-hyun 
said in his ruling. 
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dean of UA&P College of Arts 
and Sciences, wants to point out. 
ЧАВР is not a member of the 
Catholic Educational Association ; 
of the Philippines. But doctrinal’ 
soundness in the courses and pas-" 
toral work in the campus are en- 
trusted to members of Opus Dei, 
Torralba adds. 

Values education is very promi- 
nentin the curriculum and other ac- 
tivities for the youth, Torralba adds. 
‘When the inguin visited Opus Dei 
affliated Balete Farm School in 
Batangas, Torralba was there with 
young UASP graduates giving sem- 
inarson love and sexuality. 

"Okay, UA&P is an Opus Dei 
flagship,” numerary and Opus 
Dei information officer Conrado 
Ma. Ricafort concedes when 
pressed to explain the seeming 
hesitancy among members to get 
their institutions labeled аз 
Catholic and Opus Dei 

He adds thet to further the 
Church's mission to sancify and 
‘evangelize, members, parents espe- 
cially, put up foundations that run 
schools and centers, the chaplaincy 
‘of which is entrusted to Opus Dei. 

Among these are Woodrose 
School for girls and Southridge 
School for boys in posh Ayala-Al- 
abang. Parents have also estab- 
lished schools in Quezon City, Ce- 
bu and ойо. 

Opus Dei institutions that are 
mun as corporate projects—20 3 
study centers, eight cultural devel 
opment centers for professionals, 
three retreat/seminar houses, one 
university and five professional 
training centers for women. 

‘Schools run by Opus Dei mem- 
bers—eight grade schools and 
high schools, three vocational- 
technical schools for men and five 
farm schools. 

Ricafort says that running 
training centers for the poor and 
out-of-school youth are the теп. 
bers’ way of applying the social 
teachings of the Church and its 
"preferential option for the poor." 

(To be continued) 


The Christian Council of Ko- 
rea, an umbrella group of 63 
South Korean Protestant denomi- 
nations, said it respected the rul- 
ing but would lead a boycott of 
the movie, which it said defiles 
the sanctity of Jesus Christ and 
distorts facts. 


Strength of faith 

їп Malaysia where nearly 60 
percent are Muslims, Bishop Lim 
Cheng Ean said the strength of 
Christian faith alone would 
counter the movie. 

"If Christians know their own 
faith, they will be strong enough. 
We can leave it to their discretion 
as to whether they would rather 
watch the movie or not. That is 
their free choice," he said. 

Australia's Anglican Church 
however, isnt taking amy 
chances. Anglican Sydney Media. 
which promotes the Sydney dio 
сезе, has set up a website and 
launched movie theater ads chal 
lenging theories in the "The Da 
Vinci Code" book to coincide with 
the release of the movie version. 


Albinos unhappy 

In another development, mem 
bers of the National Organization. 
for Albinism and Hypopigmenta 
tion in the United States ex 
pressed unhappiness with the 
fiis heavy, a monk-asassi, be 
ing an albino, as deseribed inthe 
book 

Michael McGowan, an albino 
who heads the organization, said 
“The Da Vinc Code" would Бе de 
68th movie since 1960 to feature 
an evil albino. 

"The "Da Vinci" character “n 
just the latest in a long string. 
McGowan said. "The problem 1» 
there has been no balance. There 
эге по realistic, sympathetic от 
heroic characters with albinism 
that you can find in movies ur 
popular culture." Ap 
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House still a millionaire's club 


‘OPEN THURSDAY TO MONDAY TLAM TO 7PM 


| 


= Apply for an Auto or Housing Loan + Envoll in Bills Payment 
+ Apply for a BPI Credit Card + Get an Express Cash Card while you w 


ASIAN CENTER FOR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 


Gate | 


zx 


ENTREPRENEURSHIP- 


PROGRAM OVERVIEW 


Thisis a comprehensive five-day entrepreneurship course for owners and key officers of distribution 
companies. It begins with the dissection of the distribution industry potentials and proceeds 
to channel strategizing, delivery and operations, finance, principal relationship management and 
co-brand building. 


COURSE CONTEN' 


1. Understanding Industry and Market Dynamics 
* Dissecting the Logic of Distribution 
+ Assessing Area, Industry and Product 
Potentials 
* Strategizing for Distributors 
Il.Channel Planning " 
* Customer Segmentation, Targeting 
and Positioning 
* Channel Selection 
* Channel Relationship Marketing 
II Sales and Distribution Operations 
* Sales Force Effectiveness: The Four Rs 
+ Selecting Recruiting and Developing People 
* Performance Standards and Incentive 
Scheme 


Distributor Operations 
* Designing the Distribution Infrastructure 


* Distribution Controls and Management 
Information Systems 
V.Distribution Finance 
* Understanding Distribution Finance 
* Sourcing, Allocating and Using Funds 
"Working Capital and Capital Investment 
Management 
VL Building Businesses and Brands 
"Evaluating Principals and Products 
+ Beyond Distribution: Co-Brand Building 
* Beyond Distribution: Business Value 
Creation. 


‘OTHER CERTIFICATE COURSES FOR JUNE - AUGUST 


+ Entrepreneurial Operations Management [June 27 - 30,2006) 
+ Venture Into Entrepreneurship [June - December 2006] 
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By Michael Lim Ubac 


ALL MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRE- 
sentatives, except the five party-list lawmak- 
ers, are millionaires 

‘Based on the lawmakers’ Statement of Аз- 
sets, Liabilities and Net Worth as of Dec. 31, 
2005, only party-list Representatives Satur 
Ocampo, Rafael Mariano, Crispin Beltran, 
Teodoro Casifio and Joel Virador had assets 
worth less than P1 million. 

Mariano, the national chair of the Kilusang 
Magbubukid ng Pilipinas, was the poorest of 
them all with no assets and liabilities to speak of 

His total net worth is P18,537.12 repre- 
senting his monthly salary (P35,000 less tax). 

1а contrast, Rep. Cynthia Villar, the richest. 
legislator, with P/59-8-million in total assets. 

She had been on top of the millionaires list 
of the House since replacing in 2001 her 
spouse—then Speaker and now Senator 
Manuel Villar —as representative of the lone 
district of Las Piñas. 

The summary report was officially released 
yesterday by Emilia Calonge, director of the 
House Records Management Division, and 
Jose Ma, Antonio Tuano, executive director of 
the House Administrative Management Bu- 
reau. 

A far second to Villar was President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's brother-in-law, Ignacio Arroyo 
of Negros Occidental (P287.5 million), Judy 
Syjuco of ойо (P255 million), Ferjenel Biron 
of lloilo (P217.5 million), Rafael Nantes of 
Quezon (P117.4 million), Edgardo Angara of 
Aurora (P107 million), Gilbert Teodoro of 
Pangasinan (P102.6 million), Glenda Ecleo of 
Surigao del Norte (P94.2 million), Juan 
Ponce Enrile Jr. of Cagayan (P93.9 million) 
and Antonio Floirendo of Davao del Norte 
(992.3 million). 

Speaker Jose de Venecia was in 34th slot 
with PS7 million while Minority Leader Fran- 
is Escudero placed 177th with P6.9 million. 

The President's son, Rep. Mikey Arroyo of 


Doomed Pinay 


saved from 


Saudi beheading 


By Volt Contreras 
and Gil C. Cabacungan jr. 


of murder in Saudi Arabia 
Bas been saved from execu 
tion through the interces- 
sion of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo, and the victim's 
family has accepted part of 
а total of P28 milion in 
blood money, а special 
presidential envoy an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Sarah Dematera, 34, 
had been marked for death 
by decapitation since Nov. 
14, 1993, when a Saudi 
court found the domestic 
helper guilty of killing her 
employer's wife, according 
to а statement issued by 
Ambassador Amable 
Aguiluz, special envoy to 
the Gulf Cooperation 
Council 

Dematera maintained 
she was framed in the 
killing of the woman, 
which took place at her 
employers home four days 
after she started working 
in Saudi Arabia in Novem- 
ber 1992, the statement 
said. 

‘The victim's family for 
mally accepted 500000 
Saudi rials (P7 million) asa 


matera would 
from prison once 


not say where 


Meanwhile, 


fortune. 


watching you 
the King and 


center also appl 
workers said in. 


ld about the 


rs told us 


President.” 
Rofia U. 
Astare, Rahma 
g in Dammam Omar, Saguira 
Fedelia F Rapal, 
at the equiv- nia E. Borje. 
alent of P2.45 million had 

been donated by Aguiluz 
and the rest was conu 

ed by overseas Filipino 
workers. 

Although Aguiluz him- 
self had to negotiate with 
the victim's family to ac- 
cept the payment of blood 
money and se the 
amount, the statement at- 
tributed the sparing of De 
matera's life to Ms 
royo's intercession during 


take place,” 
said. 

“We will do 
explain to ош 
men the cultur 
gal differences 
ers leaving for 


and respect,” 
added. 


Tels. 817-84 


her recent visit to Saudi 
Arabia, where she also ob- 
tained’ pardon for 138 
A FILIPINA CONVICTED jailed Filipino workers. 
The statement said De- 


the money is paid, but it did 
‘would come from. 


138 Filipino workers par- 
doned during Ms Arroyo's 
visit told the President in a 
thank-you letter that oth- 
er foreign workers de- 
tained in Saudi 
were envious of their good 


"We all clapped while 
foreigners in our detention 
released by Malacañang 


yesterday. "When we were. 


don, an Egyptian detainee 
and other Indonesian pris- 


ished they were Filipinos 
Sothat you can also be their 


The letter was signed by 
aguia, Catherine 
D. Tonelada, Darwina L. 


Ша P Martinez, 


“Your visit to Saudi Ara- 
bia and friendship with 
King Abdullah made it 
possible for our release to 


bia must always consider 


Pampanga, took the 19th slot with P76.9 mil- 
lion, while then Antipolo Rep. Ronaldo Puno, 
now interior secretary, was 11th with P89.4 
milion 

Ironically, 16 of the 21 party-list lawmak- 
ers, supposedly representing marginalized 
sectors, also belonged to the millionaires 
club. 

Rep. Rene Velarde (Buhay), the son of El 
Shaddai leader Mike Velarde, was the richest 
‘among them with P30.9-million in net worth, 
followed by Acmad Tomawis (Alyansa ng In- 
dihinong  Füpino), Eulogio “Amang” 
Magsaysay (Alliance of Volunteer Educators), 
Sunny Rose Madamba (Association of Philip- 
pine Electric Cooperative), Joel Villanueva 
(Citizens Battle Against Corruption), Edgar 
Valdez and Ernesto Pablo (Association of 
Philippine Electric Cooperatives), Florencio 
"Bem" Noel (An Waray), Christian Señeres of 
Buhay, Rodante Marcoleta of Alagad, Anna 
Theresa Hontiveros-Baraquel of Akbayan, 
Guillermo Cua Coop-Nateo, Leonila. Chavez 
о f Buil, Liza Maza of Gabriela; Loretta Ann 
Rosales of Akbayan and Renato Magtubo of 
Partido ng Manggagawa. 


jd 
| OIC team 

bere on 
mission 


OFFICIALLY, ITS CALLED А 
fact-finding mission. Essential- 
dy its а woday "road Шр” 
meant to show the Muslim 
word how much warom 
lives have improved in Min- 
danao a decade afer the 
Philippine goverment struck 
a peace deai with Moro rebels. 
"The itinerary indudes stops 
in provincial capis, a mosque, 
а Sharfah court house, a sa 
роп, a hospital, andthe shores 
(of Lake Lanao for a ceremonial 
tass offingerlings 
Upon Malacañangs invita- 
tion, a 16member delegation 
from the influential Organiza- 
tion of the Islamic Conference 
arrived yesterday and wil visit 
several towns and meer local 
officials in the South, includ- 
ing the old guards of the Moro 
National Liberation Front. 
"The team is set to assess the 
"implementation" of the 
September 1996 peace agree- 
ment between the govern 
‘ment and the MNLR an OIC- 
backed accord which envi- 
sioned autonomy and socioe- 
‘conomic rehabilitation for 
Mindznacis Muslim populace. 
“The observers will basically 
look at both the physical and 
political infrastructure, the 
Stare of the natural resources, 
and the status of the various 
development projects in the 
Autonomous Region of Mus- 
lim Mindanao into which bil- 
Hons of dollars in foreign aid 
cor loans have since poured. 
“Iris a fact-finding mission 
to evaluare and see on the 
ground... what was imple- 
mented, obstacles impend- 
ing the implementation, the 
complaints of the parties in- 
volved, how we (OIC) can 
help to find ways and means 
to fully implement (D), said 
Ambassador Sayed Kassem 
El-Massry, adviser to the OIG 
Secretary and head of the 
mission, Volt Contreras 
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Vendetta angle eyed in journalist's slay | 


р | ; 
Gunmen’s identities known to cops i М 
By Luige A. del Puerto. the initial investigation indicated family round-the-clock. “The wife qd $ 3 
and Nancy C. Carvajal that Orsolino's murder might be expressed fear for her safety and a 

POLICE YESTERDAY SAID THE һауе something to do with his an- ages two to 10," he added. г. ЖО 1 Ke 


Kelling ofreporter Albert Orsolino ticriminalty campaign as а Orsolino, a reporter of the 
was "not media-related," barangay official in Caloocan tabloid Saksi, was the latest in a 
Director Vidal Querol, Nation. City he explained. growing list of murdered journal- 
al Capital Region police chief, Without elaborating, Querol ists since 1986. 
yesterday said personal vendetta said the murder could be linked — Two men on a motorcycle am- 
Zould have have prompted theat- to the death of a suspected nar- bushed him on Tuesday near a 
tack оп the 45-year-old tabloid cotics peddlerin the city. gas station on C-4 Road in Kaun- 
reporter He added that so far, the police laran Village, Caloocan City. Or- 
Right now, investigators are had not found anything to show _solino was on his way to his Mala 
outside Metro Manila working on  thatOrsolinos death was related  cafiangbeat. 
the angle that the killing was not to his job as a media man. A stray bullet wounded by- 
media-related," he said. “We have not seen thathe had stander Annie Clemente in the 
Chief Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil, targeted someone in his writings, right leg during the attack, police 
Northern Police District director, unlike che media killings in the said. 
said they had already identified provinces," Querol said. The gunmen fled after ex 
the gunmen as well asthe owner This was supported by Senior changing gunfire with operatives 
of the motorcycle used by the sus- Supt. Geronimo Reside, Caloocan ofthe Department of Transporta- 
pects. chief of police, and head of the tion and Communication who 
He refused to give details, al- group tasked to look into Orsoli- happened to be passing by the 
though a check with the records no's death, area. One of the suspects was re- 
Oihe Тапа Transportation Office Reside said the killers could portedly wounded їп the fire- reporter's house before he was — Orsolino was a barangay offi he was attacked. 
showed that the motorcycle was have been motivated by"person- fight, police said. killed. "The suspects were seen cial and president of the Lupa Тһе victim was the 78th jour- 
registered to a certain Roberto al vendetta.” Bataoil said witnesses had giv- changing their clothes minutes Homeowners Association. Не  nalist killed since 1986, accord- 
Enrique of Dasmarinas, Cavite. Bataollsaid he had ordered his en policea description of the gun- after the reporter let onboard his Һай come from his house in Phase ing to the National Union of Jour- 
Quero added that results of men co watch over Orsolino's теп, who were spotted near the car” headded 1 Lupa, Tonsuya, Malabon, when | nalistsof the Philippines. 


[ALBERT Orsolino, who was also а barangay official, was inside this car when he was ambushed by 
unidentified gunmen near a gasoline station on C4 highway in Caloocan City. mg 
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For eMe 
а Couple killed eee meas dees 
in Quezon City PAGEANT HOPEFULS shrapnel, while a neighbors саг 
fire /А18 ‘Candidates for this year's Miss Makati strike a pose with Miss Makati 2005 Sherin Ladera (in black). "| aiu ч н of is 
TONER. | кыы ша 
прагу Flood control program under way in Metro ега 
In pasay get ы E сыш 
/A18  ByTarra V. Quismundo this time, we will also appeal to this month until June. At the er in Mandaluyong City, the ble angle. 
Ld 
i Tesidents to stop. throwing зате time, they will also conduct Taguig-Pateros River and the Domingo Canero, owner of 
B NCRPO chief THE METROPOLITAN МАМЦА garbage ino мшепизув есше aminfarmuton deive to eneou: Navotas RiverinMalabon C. . Santo Domingo Academy whe 
vows to make Baha," a two-fold program aimed Cesar Lacuna. The waterways that will be ones, San Lazaro, Tutuban, San of his own children could be be- 
ii 
Metro safe for ing in the metropolis with the personnel will conduct “cleaning control crew are the Antipolo Jocson, Расо and Concordia, all he had received an unsigned, 
students /A18  suaroftherainy season. and declogging of silt and debris Creek and Estero de Pandacan E Manila and the Batasan, deaththreaton May 15. 
continue throughout the year but tems" and other waterways from na in Pasay iry, the San Juan Riv- Quezon City Legal battle 
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Pasig gives chocolate factory 1-month extension zpi =s 


Because of the squabble, 
By Edson C. Tandoc jr. dese monitoring” City Envton- emitted bythe plant enusingrespi- As the 15-day temporary re. This is not the fit ime a URG Canero had asked the Depart 
ment and Natural Resources Office ratory and skin illnesses. opening lapsed the other day, cty plant in Pasig Ciy was ordered ment of Education го close 
‘THE PASIG CITY GOVERNMENT chief Raquel Naciongayo told the Company officials had released officals again held a public hear- closed for pollution. down the school, which offers 
yesterday extended for another ће, а шеше questioning the cio- ing with the affected residents and In October 2005, the city shut elementary and secondary 
Жош the temporary reopening Shesaid the chocolate factory insure order saying it had "no legal URC officials. down the companys coffee plat, schooling, but this only angered 
Эа оролу owned by Barangay Bagong Пов had been basis" Gaming, that the stench had his children, he added. 
Universal Robina Corp. after the using Чон sulfur fuel" aswellasan ‘The plant manufactures popular Assessment caused dizziness and asthma ar. — Threats had been verbally ex- 
factory complied with antipollu. “automaticant-pollution device.” products like Nips Chocolates, The city government finally tacks among residents in Barangay changed between the school 
tion regulations "The factory in Barangay Bagong Crean-O and Presto Cream. agreed to allow the company о Rosario. owner and his children over the 
regulations ether tem: Пор масш! on Apr oO olor: ‘Seven days later, the company continue ts operations for another Butthecofeeplantresumed op- бре, Abanos зна. ШШ 
porary lifting order for one month. ing complains from nearby resi- was allowed to reopen temporarily month, subject to another round of erations nine days later after com- Abanes, however, did not 
Bore БО wil ali be under dents about the unbearable stench for 15 days subject forassessment, assessment. Ging wih the recommendaions. identify Canero's children 
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A y Save up with BPI today and get a chance to drive home 
Move up from the conventional a stylish Volvo V50* in the July draw! 
to themost-—— 


Simply open or maintain any BPI Peso or Foreign Currency 
Savings, Checking or Time Deposit. Every 1^5,000 in your savings 
‘or checking account, or P25,000 in your time deposit 

entitles you to one (1) electronic rafile coupon. 


The more you save, the more chances to win! 


i 89.100 tu wwe bpiexpressontine.com 
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Barangay chair shot ` 
dead in Las Piñas 


By Jocelyn R. Шу menwhorishedtothescenewhen dent but watchmen and by- 
and Luige A. del Puerto. they heard the gunshots. standers chased them and caught 
Tloyd de la Cruz was charged De la Cruz. The three others es- 
HE WAS JUST A FEW STEPS withmurderinthelasPiasprose- caped. Recovered from the suspect 
away from his house, but he nev- cutor’s office yesterday. was the’ victim's necklace and a 
er made it home. ‘Witnesses told the police ае  45-cal pistol. Police found seven 
Tino de Castro, chair of Baran- Castro was talking to someone in empty shells and two slugs at the 
вау Almanza Dos in Las Piñas Ску front of his house when four men crime scene. 
gy gunned down by four men in approached him and shot him sev- Тһе motive behind the killing 
front of his house on Gladiola eral times, Angan said. has yet to be determined, But An- 
Suet TS. Griz Subdivision, at Hearing the gunfire, the victim's gan said the victim could have of- 
around 5:45 p.m. Tuesday. wife, Julita, тал out of the house fended some people. ‘As barangay 
“The 44 yearold De Castro suf- and saw her husband lying blood- chair, he addressed many problems 
fered at least five gunshot wounds ied on the ground. in his area such as illegal vending 
im the face and two on his le — “Butoneofthesuspects,holding and squatting,” Angan said. "He 
hest. said city police chief Supt. а gun, prevented her from coming Һай been very active in these cam- 
Josephus Angan. dose to her husband,” Angan told paigns and these are the things 
‘One of the suspects, however, елиш. that our investigators are looking 
was caught by barangay watch- The suspects Пей after the inci- into," he added. 


No crackdown on smelly drivers, but being neat counts Couple 


By Tarra V. Quismundo < T п d e a d in 
wor ony мошо per NES NCRPO head vows to make 
M rns ыш : 
of ee Menoplinn Metro safe for students QC fire 
AR huc - 
yesterday urged owners and op- By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. with school officials to prepare for By DJ Yap. 
ete x uy leno арти 
encourage their drivers to be Я NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION “We have been meeting with А GARBAGE SCAVENGER AND 
more conscious of their personal À Police Office Director Vidal school oficials since two weeks his wife were killed in a two-hour 
hygiene. д Querol said the police force was афо зо we may know the problem fire that destroyed their shanty in 
ar cuc. Querol said he polie foree was озон may PS Quezon Gly eather night 
ter Executive Director Angelito only safe for students but аво number of policemen,” Chief Тһе blaze started at around 
Mea all concn? A 1 eni safe for dens bur aso eam Аш 840 pm. ide Qu howe of 
to newspaper reports, they were Б e classes open in June. Eactern Police District director, Joseph and Teresa Navarra in 
mot going to crack down on e е а "We will make their environ- told the INQUIRER. Sitio Singit, Barangay Bagong 
эше drivers and conductors. — DRIVERS who look and smell good have an edge over those who ment conducive to learning. We He said they would be keeping Sllangan according to the police, 
“гаг ofall, how are you going don't practice proper hygiene, says the Metropolitan Manil ‘will remove all distractions as well an eye on atleast 72 publicand 82 who investigated the case in coor- 
„ламе ш woes ama н ашыу iade nigh dination wita eof 
pea md ul as eem dur wil beue privare See teat o Volunteers fm the Payatas 
foreers go, around er ое y һай ordered its enforcers to ap- ployeescouldevengivebuscom- Querol said during the inaugura- Marikina, Mandaluyong, Pasig Fire Brigade were the first to re- 
one?" he asked. prehend “unhygienic” drivers. panies and jeepney operators an оп of the new Marikina City Po- and the town of San Juan. spond to the alarm. But it took 
zx MMDA chair Bayani Fernando edge over their competitors. lice Station on Tuesday afternoon, x them over an hour to put out the 
Responsibility had also denied giving such an Vergel de Dios said the agency Арат from going after robbers Police presence flames, said investigator РОЗ 
“That's the responsibility ofthe order has long been promoting good preying on students, the police Policemen would also be de- ‘Diasdado Rocero.The fire was fi- 
‘operators and owners. They can “АЙ мге can do is remind drivers grooming among front liners in will also crack down on the illegal ployed in areas around schools аз nally put out at 9:45 p.m. 
Tay enforce good grooming and conductors that they should the transport industry, particular- drug wade as well as forms of well as in terminals and malin When firefighters went inside 
among their drivers and that not have an offensive ‘smell, that ly by imposing a dress code on gambling like video karera, he anticipation of mall goers rushing the shanty, they discovered the 
Would even be helpful to their they should not have body odor, drivers. added. to buy school supplies in the next burnt bodies of the Navarra cou- 
Wow even Бе eio would bad breath or wear dirty clothes. Hesaiddriversand conductors Querol estimated at least *rwo few days ple, police said. 
wanttorideinabuswithadriver They should at least be pre- should wear a ‘shirt with a collar million” students would be troop- “Our Special Weapons and Tac- Neighbors said they had difficul- 
Want (ode ушы be Dios told sentable because they are en. and sleeves instead of a sando, ing back to schools during the cs team is always ready to re. ty rousing the Navarras from their. 
“ the Inguinen. aged in public service,” said (sleeveless undershirt), pants in- opening of classes Son. We also have our Ош: Sleep towar them about the fire. 
He issued the clarification fol- Vergel de Dios. Sead of shorts, and shoesorsan- "in eastern Metro Manila, the Mobile Force to conduct patrols,” Police said the cause of the fire 
lowing reports that the MMDA He added that having neat em- dals in place of slippers. district police have been meeting Alejandrino added. was still being investigated. 


METROBRIEFS Dad proposes 


INC Ee weekend use 


Grand homecoming * мелен | of parking lots 


THE 1963 HIGH Schoo Class of. oN 
ose Abad Santos (Arellano Univer 3 reis By] ap. 
Si) wil hold ts alumni homecom- 
ing t6 pm. Friday, May 19. atthe Я = ‘CALLING ALL BUSINESSES THAT CLOSE ON 
school complex on Taft Avenue, j weekends: Please allow the public to use your 
Pasay бу. Dr Florencio А Balbido, я parking spaces 
‘homecoming president, said mem- = EN Quezon City Councilor Edcel Lagman Jr. is 
шо чоло рез of Class 63 can attend the cel- i urging establishments that do not operare on 
Additional benefits іст невогспаое Registration | (2% Saturdays and Sundays to open their parking 
Талган Diario | URDU D z Y | areas tothe public. 
Cocktails, program and fellowship. Не noted that patrons of restaurants, bars 
could end up in jl. inabidtopro- = For more information, please con- ў k 3s 
pese Оши ү and salons double in number on Saturdays 
e adul aspis Г ea Я and Sundays, resulting in a shortage of park 
, Jr and final reading an ordinance 


` 5 ing spaces. 
tung ident i L| "Лг ITEMM, us E "But establishments like banks that are 


‘Pasay Ciy to stricty трепетне UE reunion T. closed on weekends usually have plenty of 


provisions ot Republic Act 8972 or oom to spare for people looking for a place to 
зебою Риана ао LIRE OC te eh park, Lagman said. 


ihe East Student Councils who 
22000.Theordimanoe,sponsoredy P eL iiem 3 
Marie rish Pineda emphasizad two _elono to the Kapt-Sisig Party A FR У : 3 For patrons 


tance, ts alid organizations and КЕ ji 
provisions of the law which should $ т : js se He urged these businesses to be more ac- 
be strictly implemented, Рив, аПех- (пе Alyansa по Mages ва агат. 


" rem 9 Уф i. 252 | commodating to patrons of adjacent estab- 
еко шышы area Sanam МО, wet Se =Й с aaa ments by allowing the use oftheir parking 
to any single parent employee as de нуди E J E Ч | spaces. 

longas it doa notantecemepro- PAN, at tha Parola Ran S y | E : Sie: У Lagman pointed out in an interview 
‘ict ofthe worker and сотр: Malakas Stet near бурр T Я : Ln st that compliance would be compulsory, not 
ty. Second, any solo parentemploy- Road, Quezon Су. For delata, : А Eee 1 
sewhohasrenderedatleestone —— бвозбк 8201220) Тата LAST DAYS OF SUMMER. Не said private businesses, by law, sil 
DD NE T RIA. | ABON takasan eariy marning dp in Mania Bay happy to be cuter seater dae | paye de ghi eiue ‘ther fom parking 
parental eave ot not more than sov- rains brought about by storm "Calo" pine Bub 

‘en days. Violators of the ordinance. Devi com. ad d DEL uns 


NCRPO police chief Vidal Querol (right) and Southern police director Wilfredo Garcia with Lloyd dela. 
Cruz, a suspect in the killing ofa barangay captain in Las Piñas City. омнвомоос 


Leftist murders not easy to solve 


THE KILLINGS OF MILITANTS might have something to do with militants in its impeachment com- dudes the price of the lot whichis was the most unpopular and reviled 
don't have the approval of the the continuing purge in the com- plaintthar k wilsoon flebeforethe valued at P7,000 to P9,000 per general when he retired. 
government or the military, that's munist, ranis. The victims, were House of Representatives? square mere. Уо hear more about this re- 
for sure. probably suspected of spying for the “The opposition mightaswellalso No wonder this general was tired general in subsequent 
Why? Because the goverment govemment ue include (не kilings of journalists m scrounging for money when he was columns. As they say in Filipino, 
and the military would bethenatu- Stil another reason for the T the impeachment complaint. After about to геше, according to my abangan, 
„ral suspects in the kilings, Who's Hilingsdid nox have odo with poli- all, doesnt Gloria hate journalists sources in the AFR te 
crazy enough to do something that tics, but the seing of personal Because they have caused all her This is the same guy who, while — Im no longer surprised why this 
‘would be laid one's doorsteps? grudges, miseries? sul in zhe service, projected an im- retired generalis no longer interest. 
More likely, some murders of po- n мие was gunned down The opposHon would be well age of being dean and honest by ed in gening an ambassadorial 
nemesis Some mima by Police Depury Director General je he was abou to emer his Advised not vo waste people's mon- disbanding a comupt unit that ag pon 
military men ош to avenge the am Avelino Razon, head of Task Force precinct in Sta. Meso, Manila ey on iva things. plied arms to the miliary in the He'safaid of being grilled on his 
bushings of their comrades. Usig, formed to investigate the | ifmazoncouldnoterackthe Mar- Pee field. Westgove mansion and other prop 
Bag ої Ваг Sr. рар оа шек өн ЫЙ eaea how can be Алеі Armed forces geneni Gc, be was cout a che sie б Пе үткә acquired 
pected the victims ofeonniving with new job. nex murder puzzle ow cies bas alegodly bult amansioninside core My sores sud he di while he vas sl nese 
the New People's Army (NPA). WOuld not even solve the “OGttiligsofplical aciri Westgrove, a millonaires haves in spare small projects раі зо ћесоцӣ My sures say hes jus e 
ut the blings were пос sane- murder of Manila. police Supt. ihan the Martinez assassination? St Rosa, Laguna. eam from them, He even allegedly to get a civilian sinecure that would 
tioned by the govemment or the Manolo Martinez when he was d "ihe house is estimated to have dipped into the fund for the gaso- not require his designation being 
military establishment. Mano Mam aim Capal Ré. pow eould the oppstion be о Cost he reed general from ?90 lnealbwanceoflinsibrnsus approved by the Commision on 
The other killings of miltants gion Police Office (NCRPO). eese emus milion o PAO millon. Tht er Нета bint on his Went Не Appoinmens 
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Bush allows Congress probe of domestic spying 


.WASHINGTON—THE WHITE 
‘House, in an abrupt reversal, has 
agreed to let the full Senate and 
House of Representatives intelli- 
gence committees review Presi 
dent George W. Bush's domestic 
spying program, lawmakers said 
on Tuesday. 

"The Republican chairmen of the 
Senate and House panels disclosed 
the shift two days before a Senate 
confirmation hearing for Air Force 
Gen. Michael Hayden as the new CIA 
палос whichis expected to be dom- 


Suicide 
bomber 
kills 7 

in Russia 


MOSCOVI—A SUICIDE BOMBER 
killed seven people including a 
top Russian policeman оп 
‘Wednesday when he drove his car 
into a police convoy in the south- 
ern Russian region of Ingushetia. 

Among the dead was 
Dzhabral Kostoyew deputy 
head of the Ingushetia interior 
ministry, two of his guards, and 
four civilians, а росе 
spokesperson said. 

The news came simultane- 
ously with a report from Inter- 
fax news agency that unknown 
gunmen had killed the governor 
of a detention center in the re- 
gion о Karachayevo. 
Cherkessia, further from Chech- 
nya but also increasingly prone 
то violence. 

Rebels have pledged total war 
against police in the North Cauca- 
sus, saying they are collaborating 
with Russian occupiers. 

Islamist websites оп Wednes- 
day published comments from a 
rebel commander in Ingushetia, 
who pledged such attacks would 
increase. 

"This morning the deputy 
minister was going to work from. 
the village of Ekazhevo to the 
town of Nazran. A car contain- 
ing the suicide bomber drove 
onto the road from a side-street 

at the moment the convoy 
‘was passing," the spokesperson. 
seid. 

"An investigating group is 
working at the site to find out the 
details he said. Reuters 


inated by concer over the program. 
‘The chairmen said separately that 
Bush had agreed to full committee 
oversight of his Terorist Survell- 
ance Program rather than the more. 
limited briefings allowed upto now. 
The White House, under political 
pressure, did agree to conduct a set 
of briefings for ће two full commit- 
tees earlier this year, but those ses- 
sions did not disclose operational 
details about the eavesdropping. 
Iniated after the Sept. 11 at- 
tacks, the program lets the Nation- 


SAO PAULO, BRAZIL—POLICE 
killed 33 suspected gang mem- 
bers and searched motorists at 
roadblocks as officers sought to 
‘quell a wave of attacks on police 
stations, courts and buses that 
had pinged South America's 
largest city into fear 

While gang attacks fell off 
sharply Tuesday, the death toll 
since the violence began Friday 
soared to 133 as police struck 
back at che gangs who had ram- 


FACE of mummy from the ancient Moche culture. 


Peru woman of 450 A.D.: 
Warrior-princess or ruler? 


А MUMMY OF MYSTERY HAS 
come to light in Peru. 

She was a woman who died 
some 1,600 years ago in the hey- 
day of the Moche culture, well 
before the rise of the Incas. Her 
imposing tomb suggests some- 
‘one of high status. Her desiceat- 
‘ed remains are covered with red 
pigment and bear tattoos, 

‘But the most striking aspect 
of the discovery, archaeologists 
said Tuesday, is not the offerings 
of gold and semiprecious stones, 
orthe elaborate wrapping of her 
body in fine textiles, but the oth- 
er grave goods, 

She was surrounded by weav- 
ing materials and needles, befit- 
ting a woman, and 2 ceremonial 
war clubs and 28 spear throw- 
ers—sticks that propel spears 
with far greater force—items 
never found before in the burial 
of a woman of the Moche (pro- 
nounced MOH-chay). 

"Was she a warrior princess, 
or perhaps a ruler? 

"She is elite, but somewhat of 
‘an enigma,” said Dr. John Verano, 
а physical anthropologist at Tu- 
Jane University, who worked with 
the Peruvian archacologiss who. 
made the discovery last year. 

Dr Christopher В, Donnan of 
the University of California, Los 


Angels, was nota member ofthe 
research team but inspected the 
mummy and the tomb soon after 
ihe ind, "Ies among the richest fe- 
male Moche burials ever foun 
said Donnan, an archaeologist of 
Peruvian culture, "The tomb com- 
Þines things usually found either 
exclusively in male or female 
burials—a real mystery” 

The National Geographic Soci- 
ey announced the discovery andis 
‘publishing demil in its magazine's 
June взше. The excavations, more 
than 400 miles northwest of Lima, 
were supported by the Augusto N. 
Wise Foundation of Peru. 

"The Moche culture flourished 
in the coastal valleys of northern 
Peru in the fis 700 years A.D. 
‘The woman's tomb was near the 
summit of a pyramid caled 
Huaca Cao Viejo, a cathedral of 
the Moche religion. 

‘Verano’ Xay examination re- 
vealed that the mummy was а 
young adult. Lying near her was 
the skeleton of another young 
woman who was apparenlysac- 
тій) by strangulation with a 
hemp rope, which was sül 
around her neck, Such sacrifices 
were common in Andean cul- 
tures, Radiocarbon analysis of 
the rope indicated that the burial 
occurred around AD.450. МУТ 


al Security Agency eavesdrop with- 
outa court warrant on internation- 
al phone calls and e-mails made by 
US citizens if one party is suspected 
to have links with terrorism. 

Tt has stirred an outery among 
rights groups and lawmakers 
who believe Bush overstepped his 
constitutional authority 

"The White House has sought to 
avoid full committee oversight by 
limiting briefings to subcommittees 
from each panel. Initially, the admin- 
istration shared program details only 


with the chairmen and vice chair- 
men of the committees and pary 
leadersin the House and Senate. 

“Te became apparent that in or- 
der to have а fully informed confir- 
‘mation hearing, all members of my 
committee needed to know the full 
width and breadth of the presi- 
dent's program," Sen. Pat Roberts 
‘of Kansas, who heads the 15-mem- 
ber Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence, said in a statement. 

Democrats, who have long 
pushed for full hearings, said the 


paged to protest the prison trans- 
fer of their leaders 

Officers “acted within the law, 
bur that doesn't mean we have to 
Jer them humiliate us," Marco An- 
tonio Desgualdo, a top Sao Paulo 
state law enforcement official, 
told reporters. He did not give 
specifics about the killings. 

Authorities said 33 suspected 
criminals were killed Tuesday bring- 
ing to 71 the number of suspected 
gang members killed since Friday 


night, Sao Paulo's state government 
said in a statement. The statement 
said 40 police officers and jail guards. 
and four civilians were also killed. 
Nine inmates died in the jails ad- 
ministered by the state govern- 
menés public security agency, said 
spokesperson Carolina Farias. And 
nine prisoners died in prisons over- 
seen by the state government’ sep- 
arare penitentiary division, the 
agency said in a statement. Neither 
Farias nor penitentiary spokesper- 


Overweight elephant 


By Mary Pemberton age 33 ofa foot infection 

"The пеайт is part ofa $1 mil- 
lion (abour euro800,000) program 
the тоо launched two years ago to 
improve Maggie's life afier decid- 
ing to keep Alaska's only elephant 
instead of placing her at another 
facility, perhaps in a warmer di- 
mate, with more elephants, 

"The zoo's program for Maggie 
included doubling the size of the 
elephant house and installing new 
heating, light and ventilation sys- 
tems, including upgraded radiant 
Teat in the concrete floor: Her out- 
door paddock was doubled in size. 

Feeding stations were placed 
high so that she now stretches for 
her food. Treats are hidden 
around her enclosure to help 
keep her busy She's provided 
birch logs to strip the bark off. 

The extra activity and а diet 
have helped Maggie shed about 


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA—SO FAR, 
des only the trainers at the Alaska 
Тоо who seem to be breaking into 
sweat, 

Theyve so far made little 
progress trying to coax Maggie, a 
somewhat cantankerous African 
elephant, onto the world’s first 
treadmill fora pachyderm. 

For two months, Maggie's trainers 
have used her favorite teats—wa- 
termelon, apples, caros, peanuts in 
the shell, banana slices and sweet 
ppotatoes—to entice the 8,000- 
pound (3600 kilogram) elephant 
into exercising on the $100,000 (eu 
1078000) piece of equipment. 

"She has two feet on the tread. 

id has touched a third one. 
тоо director Pat Lampi said 
"Tuesday. “Every six inches for 
ward is а new goal. There are а 
lotofstepsto go." 000 pounds (500 kilograms). 

‘Maggie's trainers and zoo staff “We think she's at a good weight 
aren't discouraged. now: t is just a matter of main- 

“Te is just a matter of getting taining that," Lampi said. 
that fourth foot up off the con- ‘The Alaska Zoo is letting Maggie 
rete floor said elephant trainer call the shots. Trainers can tell just 
Rob Smith by looking at her that some days 

Maggie arrived at the zoo in she wants to train. Other days not. 
1983 as a calf when her herd in — "They learn every day of their 
Kruger National Park in South lives. They're like people,” Smith 
Africa was culled, She has been said. ‘Just like in school, there 
alone since Dec. 14, 1997, when were days you didn't want to be 
the тоо other elephant died at inthe lecture hall.” AP 


Discovery could help 


NEW — YORK—RESEARCHERS 
have found a potentially valuable 
new antibiotic in a scoop of soil 
from South Africa. 

Using a novel screening tech- 
nique, scientists from Merck & 
Со, have found a chemical com- 
pound that is effective against 
germs that have developed resis- 
tance to existing antibiotics. The 
discovery could provide a vital 
‘weapon in the ongoing battle 
against infectious bacteria, which 
are constantly evolving defenses 
to the drugs used against them, 


“We need to continuously find. 
antibiotics,” said Sheo Singh, 
Merck's director of natural prod- 
чаз chemistry. 

‘With the recent emergence of 
“superbugs” that are resistant to 
‘even the most potent antibiotics, 
there isa very real possibility that 
inthe near future some infections 
will simply be incurable, 

Part ofthe problem is that most 
antibiotics are just modifications 
of drugs that Rave been around 
for half a contury. Another part of 
the problem is that despite all the 


change would bring the White 
House into compliance with the 
jonal Security Act of 1947, 

which requires the executive 
branch to keep Congress in- 
formed on intelligence matters. 

"The White House, forthe first 
time, is showing sigas that they 
are serious about overs 
Democrat Sen. John Rockefeller 
of West Virginia, the Senate pan- 
els vice chairman, 

A full Senate committee briefing 
was scheduled for Wednesday af- 


northern outskirts of Sao 


intofear. e 


Sau Paulo police strike back, kill 33 hoods 


son Marcelo Daniel knew how they 
died 

‘With guns drawn Tuesday 
plainclothes police in a suburb of 
South America’s largest city 
stopped and frisked motorists ina 
hunt for more gang members. 

‘The crime spree showed the 
strength of organized crime in the 
financial and industrial heart of 
Brazil, and it sent fear rippling 
through the metropolis of 18 mil 
lion. AP 


temoon. Pull oversight was expect- 
‘ed to replace subcommittee reviews 
that have been in place since earlier 
this year, said committee staff mem- 
bers from bor chambers. 

"Hayden, who was the program's 
architect as NSA director from 1999 
12005, was expected to face a bliz- 
закй of questions on NSA spying at 
а Thursday confirmation hearing 
before Robens committee. Republi- 
cans and Democrats have said Hay- 
den's confirmation would depend 
onhisanswerswouldbe. Reuters 


India 
doctors 
protest 
caste quota 


AHMEDABAD, INDIA—DOCTORS 
and medical students blocked 
roads and skipped work across 
large parts of India on Tuesday as 
protests spread against a contro 
versial government move to те. 
serve more college seats for lower 
castes, 

‘Medical care at state-run hospi- 
tals in the western state of Gujarat 
and West Bengal in the east was 
disrupted, leaving thousands of pa- 
tients stranded without treatment. 

In the national capital New Del- 
hi, students, striking intems and 
doctors set up makeshift treatment 
centers in the open. The move was 
aimed at making sure some ра 
tients were treated while underln- 
ing the protest, they said. 

Despite the protests, the govem- 
ment has said it would go ahead 
‘with its move to more than double. 
the proportion of seats reserved for 
Tower castes and tribes. 

If the decision becomes law, it 
will see nearly half the places in 
top educational institutes re- 
served for the country's tradition- 
ally underprivileged groups. 

‘This has sparked fury among 
upper caste students, especially 
medical students, who have io 
compete fiercely on merit for lim- 
ited seats in medical, engineering 
and management schools. 

"IF the government does not care 
for us, why should we work for 
them?" said Keyur Panchal, a pedia- 
tician on strike from work ata gov- 
emmentrun hospital in Ahmede- 
bad, Gujarat’s main city. Reuters 


won't try treadmill 


oe 


ROB Smith tries to coax overweight Maggie onto her custom 
treadmill at the Alaska Zoo in Anchorage, May 16. 


fight ‘superbugs’ 


recent advances in genetics and 
molecular biology, the hunt for 
пен antibiotics is sull conducted 
by trial and error. 

The Merck researchers ad- 
dressed both problems with a 
clever generic trick that made an 
existing drughunting process 
more effective and also targeted 
novel types of antibiotics. 

Their innovation was to test 
extracts of fungi, plants and oth- 
er natural substances against 
bacteria with a genetically engi- 
meered Achilles’ heel, Because 


the bacteria were weakened, 
any compound that harmed 
them would have a more бта. 
matic effect and thus be easier 
to identify. 

The Merck scientists also chose 
the genetic handicap carefully 
placing itin a metabolic pathway 
that is not attacked by any major 
existing antibiotics, That in- 
creased the likelihood that any 
promising compound they dis- 
covered would be something for 
‘which the bacteria had not yet de- 
veloped a resistance. AP 
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Iran: No to ‘chocolates for gold’ offer 


Ahmadinejad rejects European incentives, including light-water reactor 


TEHRAN—IRAN'S PRESIDENT MAHMOUD AH- 
madinejad on Wednesday rejected a European 
plan to offer his country incentives, including a 
light-water nuclear reactor, in return for giving up 


uranium enrichment. 


“Do you think you are dealing 
with a 4-year-old child to whom 
you can give some walnuts and 
Chocolates and get gold from 
him?" Ahmadinejad told thou- 
sands of people in central Iran. 
European nations have 


weighed adding a light-water re- 
‘actor to a package of incentives 
meant to persuade Tehran to per- 
manently give up uranium en- 
richment—or face the threat of 
UN Security Council sanctions. 
"The United States, Israel and the 


European Union believe that Iran is 
sing its civilian nudear program as 
a cover to produce nuclear weapons. 
"The United States, Britain and 
France support taking strong mea- 
sures against Tehran for violating a 
UN Security Council demand that 
Tran halt al enrichment-related ac- 
tivities. Russia and China, the other 
two veto-wielding powers on the 
council, oppose sanctions. 
‘Uranium enriched to low levels 
is used to fuel electricity- generat- 
ing nuclear power plants. Enriched 
to more than 90 percent, it be- 


comes suitable for use in weapons. 

‘Senior diplomats and EU govem- 
ment officials said Tuesday that the 
tentative plans were being discussed 
among France, Britain and Germany 
as part of a possible package to be 
presented to senior representatives 
of the five permanent UN Security 
Сошкй members at a meeting in 
London. All spoke on condition of 
‘anonymity because of the confiden- 
tal nature of the information. 

"The Iranian nation won't ac- 
cept any suspension or end" to its 
uranium enrichment activities, 


US releases film of 9/11 attack on Pentagon 


WASHINGTON—THE US GOV- 
emment Tuesday released video 
clips for the first time showing 
how a hijacked airliner struck the 
Pentagon and exploded into a ball 
of Rire on Sept. 11, 2001. 

‘Two security cameras at a Pen- 
tagon parking lot caught the mo- 
ment that American Airlines Flight 
77 slammed into the south west 
side of the military headquarters. 

‘Although the two video clips last 
about two minutes, the nose of the 
jetis seen for only a fraction ofa sec- 
‘ond in one film before the explosion. 


CHINA SANDSTORM 


‘A huge ball of flame rises from 
the building and black smoke 
starts gushing out. 

‘The attack, which came shortly 
after al-Qaida hijackers flew two 
airliners into the World Trade 
Center in New York, killed 189 
people on the jet and inside the 
defense department headquar- 
ters in the Washington suburbs. 

The Pentagon handed the videos. 
over to Judicial Watch, a watchdog 
group that sued for is release. 

The lack of film evidence of the 
attack had fueled conspiracy the- 


ries suggesting that it had been 
faked or engineered by the Pen- 
tagon agains itself 

French writer Thierry Meyssan 
advanced the theory that the attack. 
‘was a hoax in a 2002 book called 
“LEffroyabie Imposture; or “9/11: 
"The Big Lie.” The Pentagon vehe- 
menty denounced the book as an 
“appalling” myth concocted at the 


sented аз mini documentaries have 
croilated since then on the Internet. 
"The jusice department had previ- 


Pedestrians use veils and scarves to protect their faces and eyes against strong wind and dust in 
Hohhot, capital city of north China's Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, May 16. The area is often 


blasted by strong sandstorms. 


ously blocked demands for the re- 
Jesse ofthe videos on grounds that it 
was evidence in the prosecution of 
al Qaida plotter Zacarias Moussaoui. 

During the Moussaoui trial, pros- 
ecnors showed picrures of burning 
bodies amd human remains as well 
as images of the explosion uiggered 
by the Pentagon crash. 

‘But with Moussaoui convicted 
and sentenced to life in prison 
earlier this month for his role in 
the Sept. 11 conspiracy, the jus- 
tice department agreed to the 
Videos release, officals said. AFP 


VLADIKAVKAZ, RUSSIA—NUR- 
pashi Kulayev, the lone surviving 
hostage-taker in the 2004 Beslan 
school massacre, is guilty of com- 
mining acts of terrorism and 
murder, a Russian judge said 
‘Tuesday as he began reading the 
verdict in a landmark trial. 

"The court has established that 
Kulayev took part in an armed at- 
tack and a hostage-taking . that 
hecommitted murder against d 
fenseless people," said Tamerlan 
 Aguzarov, chief justice of the high 
court in the southern Russian 
province of North Ossetia. 

“Не committed an act of terror- 
ism with the aim of influencing 
the decisions of the authorities,” 


Ahmadinejad said in а speech 
broadcast live on state television. 

He said Iran trusted the Euro- 
pean Union in 2003 and suspend- 
ей its nuclear activities as a ges- 
ture to boost negotiations over its 
‘nuclear program, only to have the 
Europeans eventually demand 
Iran permanently halt its urani- 
um enrichment program. 

‘The 2003 deal called for guar- 
antes that Iran's nuclear program. 
wouldn't diverge from civilian 
ends toward producing weapons. 
Iran agreed tothe request, but ne- 


gotiations collapsed in August 
2005 when the Europeans said the 
best guarantee was for Iran to per- 
‘manently give up its uranium en- 
richment program. 

Tran responded by resuming 
uranium reprocessing activities 
at its uranium conversion facility 
in Isfahan, central lan. 

Tt resumed research and urani- 
um enrichment earlier this year 
after the International Atomic En- 
ergy Agency the UN nuclear 
watchdog, referred Tehran to the 
UN Security Council. AP 


IMAGE shows American ires Fight Т7 crashing into the Pentagon. os 


Beslan suspect guilty of terrorism 


the judge told the court, reading 
from a text of the verdict. 

Under the Russian legal sys- 
tem, the cour’s assertion that Ku- 
layev, a Chechen man in his mid- 
20s, had committed the crimes he 
was charged with was not the 
same аз a formal announcement 
of conviction of those crimes. But 
legal experts said it left no doubt 
that conviction lay ahead. 

"He cannot be acquitted,” said 
‘Taimuraz Chedzhemoy, a lawyer 
representing the families of the 
victims, who said the formulation 
of the verdict read by the judge 
made it clear that the court had 
no doubt about Kulayev's guilt. 

Court officials said the reading. 


of the entire verdict in the trial 
‘would take several days. 

‘The state prosecutor in the trial 
voiced satisfaction at Tuesdays 
verdict reading. 

“The judge confirmed Kulayevs 
guik under ail eight articles ofthe in- 
dicrment,” Deputy Prosecutor Gen- 
eral Nikolai Shepel was quoted as 
saying by TTAR-TASS news agency. 

‘The Beslan hostage-takers had 
demanded the withdrawal of 
Russian troops from Chechnya, 
where they have been fighting 
against separatist rebel forces for 
‘most ofthe past 12 years. 

‘Chechen rebel warlord Shamil 
Basayev claimed responsibility 
for the Beslan attack. AFP 


North, South Koreans in Japan 
reconcile after decades of hostility 


loyal to the communist North or 
the capitalist South announced 
Wednesday they would work to 
reconcile after half a century of 
hostility, mirroring reunification 
efforts on the Korean peninsula. 
Leaders of the rival associa- 
tions of Korean residents held 
their first meeting since they 
were forced to take sides after 
World War Il. 
‘Analysts said the thaw was bow- 
ing to reality, as the approximately 
700000 Koreans in Japan inte- 
grae and lose their affiliations 
‘with their ancestral countries. 
Japanese Koreans, the coun- 
trys largest minority, are mostly 
descendants of people who immi- 
grated or were enslaved during 
‘Tokyo's 1910-1945 occupation of 
the Korean peninsula, 
“Welcome,” leaders of the 
North Korean association Chon- 
gryon said as they received the 
pro-Seoul Mindan group at their 
headquarters, which serves as 
Pyongyang s de facto embassy in 
Tokyo in the absence of diplo- 
matic des. 
After signing a joint statement, 
Mindan President Ha Byeong-ok 


TZ 


LEADERS of pro-Seoul and pro- 
Pyongyang Korean residents’ 
groups in Japan embrace after 
agreeing to reconcile. А 


and Chongryon chair So Man-sul 
shook each others hands twice 
and then hugged each other. 

The two groups said they 
would start reconciliation efforts 
with symbolic events, such as 
jointly celebrating the indepen- 
‘dence of Koreans from Japanese 
colonial rule on Aug. 15. 

“We confirmed with each other 
that we wili firmly convert our long- 
standing antagonism and confronta- 


tion into reconciliation and harmo- 
nization,” a joint statement said. 
Chongryon and Mindan “hereby 
declare our will to contribute to our 
homelands integration and pros- 
periyin che 21st century" it said 
The two Koreas are moving 
closer together under the "sun- 
shine policy” launched by former 
South Korean president and No- 
bel laureate Kim Dae-jung, who 
travelled to Pyongyang in 2000 
fora historic summit 
But the reconciliation in Japan al- 
зо тейесз dedining support for the 
two groups. Around 10,000 Koreans 
take Japanese nationality each yeas, 
usually trough marriage. 
However, some 60 Japanese 
nationalists picketed the Chon- 
gryon building, which is closely 
monitored by Japanese intelli- 
gence. They held a banner calling 
the Northa “terrorist state" as the 
pro-Seoul delegates arrived. 
Mindan says it has 500,000 
members. Chongryon does not 
give an oficial number of its 
membership, which is believed to 
have fallen sharply since 2002 
when North Korea admitted kid- 
napping Japanese citizens during 
the Cold War. AFP 


Poisoned town wants Saddam’s chemical suppliers to pay 


HALABJA, IRAQ—AN X-RAY OF 
Kamil Abdel Qader' lungs show a 
lower third that is entirely 
searred—lasting damage from 
the poisonous gas that rained 
down on his Iraqi Kurdish town of 
Halabja in 1988. 

Doctors say he needs to get a 
fist-size chunk of tissue removed 
from his damaged lungs if he is 
going to survive, but he still con- 
siders himself the lucky one. 

"The rest of his family of eight 
died as they fled the gas, some 
dropping before his very eyes as 
they tried to flee into the hills. 


Abdel Qader wants payback—for 
his dead family, his shanered lungs 
and most of all for bartered survivors 
‘of an arrack that claimed 5,000 lives 
and destroyed a town. 

"The Halabja Chemical Victims’ 
Society, Abde! Qader’s small non- 
profit organization, wants the com- 
panies and govemmems which 
helped Saddam Hussein amass his 
stockpiles to pay compensation. 

The funds would go to the few 
hundred survivors of the attack 
that came in the waning days of 
the Iran-Iraq war that raged be- 
tween 1980 and 1988. 


Though Abdel Qader blames the 
attack on Saddam and the master- 
mind ofa sweeping anti-Kurd cam- 
paign, Ali Hassan al-Majid, dubbed 
“Chemical AIP for this attack and 
others, he said commercial enter- 
prises’ from around the world 
shared responsibility for helping 
arm the regime. 

“е are trying to find the compa- 
nies that helped the Iraqi govem- 
‘ment get chemical weapons for Sad- 
dam. We are trying to tel the world 
‘what happened here; said an ema- 
ciated Abdel Qader as he sat cross 
legged on a carpe in his home. 


The names of specific firms 
which sold Iraq the equipment 
and expertise needed to assemble 
its chemical arsenal have never 
been released. 

‘AUN special disarmament com- 
mission UNSCOM set up after the 
1991 Gulf War over Kuwait to in- 
vestigate Saddam's weapons arse- 
nals protected йз sources in order 
to encourage disclosure. 

It is believed that just as the US 
government provided Saddam 
with intelligence and dualuse 
technology, such as helicopters, to 
combat ran, a Jong list of Western 


firms made fortunes exporting 
Chemicals and armaments to 
‘Washington's one-time айу. 
‘Abdel Qader has suffered severe 
health problems for the past 18 
years, including chronic bronchitis, 
severe pulmonary fibrosis and 
‘opacity of the left comea—condi- 
tions that doctors said affect a high 
number of Halabja residents, 
Saddam is currently on trial on 
charges of ordering the killing of 
148 Shite villagers in the mid- 
1980s, after which he will face 
charges of genocide for the “Anfal” 
Campaign against the Kurds in 


which an estimated 100,000 died. 

Prosecutors are expected to 
press charges linked to Halabja in 
а separate case, but Abdel Qader 
and other Kurdish activists said 
the courts should also prosecute 
those who gave Saddam the tools 
of his trade. 

"Those who are suffering 
need a lot of money to get treat- 
ment in Western hospitals. We 
want to see those who helped 
Saddam punished and our 
rights restored,” said Abdel 
Qader, who needs costly medi- 
caltreatment abroad, АЕР 
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ERICSON ObosaofiNCAteam 7 
celebrates after crossing the finish , 
line to win the Geh stage torcnco 


Cossack Riders 
keep team lead 


STA. ROSA, LAGUNA—COSSACK VODKA 
inched closer to the team championship ofthe 
Tour Pilipinas Tanduay Padyak Pinoy after fol- 
owing a tested game plan to the letter in the. 
sixth lap from Lucena to here. 

Rookies Edgardo Ballecer and Michael Reyes 
finished 3-4 for the day and anchored a strong 
showing by Cossack, which timed a total of 15 
"hours, 50 minutes and 44,912 seconds. 

‘Cossack bloated its overall lead to 9 min- 
utes and 31.983 seconds over Team Elixir af- 
ter Irish Valenzuela, another rookie, brought 
up the rear of the first group which clocked 3 
hours and 57.32 seconds for the 157.20-kilo- 
meter stage. 

‘They could have put a fourth rider in the 
first group had it not been for a mechanical 
problem that slowed down skipper Renato 
Sambrano with just over four kilometers left. 

"Today's seventh lap, a Tagaytay-to-Tagay- 
tay grind spread over 147.4 kilometers, will 
serve as the final stage of the team event. 


Giants nail 


outright 
semis slot 


GAMES TOMORROW (Ynares Centr) 
“4:40pm. —San Miguel Beer v Alaska 
735 pm — Talk N Tot vs Sta. Lucia 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THEIR LINEUP DEPLETED, THEIR MORALE 
at a low, the Purefoods Giants were supposed 
to be dead meat last night. 

Orso everybody thought. 

A least, everybody not wearing a Purefoods 
Jersey. 

The Giants drew inspiration from an absent 
teammate, one of many who did not show up 
due to injuries, and shocked the beefed up Talk 'N 
Text Phone Pals, 72-69, to ciim the second out- 
right semifinal seat in the Gran Matador Brandy- 
РВА Philippine Cup at the Araneta Coliseum. 

“Nobody thought we could win this game but 
vus? said Purefoods coach Ryan Gregorio. 

"The Giants were playing their first match 
since the freakish accident that befell scrappy 
forward Eugene Tejada and they mustered all 
they could to notch their 11th win in 15 outings. 

“We were inspired by one person and that was 
Eugene," added Gregorio. Purefoods played 
with the number 33—Tejada's number— 
stitched to their jerseys. 

"The Phone Pals fell to 5-9 after skidding to 
their fifth straight loss, their longest losing streak 
since 2001. Talk 'N Text also hasn't won since the 
blockbuster trade that netted them Renren Ritu- 
alo and Don Allado. 

Tejada is scheduled to go under the knife to- 
day to treat a spinal injury after suffering a bad 
fall Sunday night in what is dubbed as the worst. 
‘on-court accident ever to hit the league. 

е Giants also played minus key players Ker- 
by Raymundo, Noy Castillo and Jun Limpot. 

Inthe first game, the Coca-Cola Tigers held off 
the Ginebra Kings, 99-88. 

Johnny Abarrientos scored six of his 11 points. 
in the final two minutes о help end the Tigers’ 
five-game losing streak. 

m just happy that we got our breakthrough 
win,” said Tigers coach Binky Favis. The Tigers 
improved to 7-7 while the Kings dropped to 6-7. 

Tha scores: 

First Gane 

COCA-COLA 99 igo 21, Rens 14, Peak 14, Miranda 
эр, Aborto 1, Antonio 9, Матай 8, Wainwright 7 Fan- 
dito Capai 0. 

GINESA B8—tshorbrand 33, Caguioa 13, Mank 11 
Hota 5, Satangsang 4, Salvacion 3, Ramos 2, Fee, Sot- 
102 талап. 

Quarters: 2521, 5040, 77-52, 99-88 
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anty nears Tour title 


By Musong R. Castillo 


STA. ROSA, LAGUNA—TIME FOR THE 
encore. 

Except for one fleeting moment, Santy Bar- 
nachea made the sixth stage of the Tour Pilip- 
inas Tanduay Padyak Pinoy an uneventful one 
for his closest pursuer yesterday and set the 
stage for his date with cycling immortality. 

‘Bamachea clung to the overall lead with 


determination, sticking to Frederick Feliciano 
like glue after briefly losing him in “Tatlong 
Eme" to finish in the first wave of riders that. 
Ericson Obosa towed to the wire. 

All that stands in the way of Barnachea isa 
147.4-kilometer grind from Tagaytay via Tal- 
isay, Batangas, and back today before joining 
the championis roll that includes some of the. 
greatest, most illustrious names in the sport. 

‘And, of course, Feliciano, 


Butitseems that Santy has go itall figured out, 
“Patay kung patay na (Is ай or noting" 
Bamachea said, moments after keeping the 
overall jersey of leadership over Feliciano and his 
ovemight 4minute and 7-second advantage 

over the vaunted mountain climber intact. 
"Barnachea now has a total time of 25 hours 

29 minutes and 8 seconds with two lps left. 
“Kahit anong p niyang kumawala, sinabayan 
зант. 
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Bacchus 2nd 
straight loss 


ILIGAN CITY—MAYOR LAWRENCE CRUZS IUI- 
gan Crusaders dealt Bacchus/Harbour Centre- 
‘Manila its second straight Joss with a masterful 85- 
70 victory Tuesday in the 2005 Guerrero Brandy- 
NEC national basketball championship at the 
packed МУШТ gym here. 

Last years MVP Christian Nicdao played his 
best game so far to lead the Firefly Lightings- 
backed Crusaders to their seventh win in 10 
games with 25 points on an eye-popping 11-0F 13, 
shooting plus 11 rebounds, 

‘Aer dealing defending champion Ozamiz Cot- 
ta its first loss in the southern division, the 
Мапйебоз of businessman Mikee Romero and 
coach Lawrence Chongson sputtered in the fourth 
‘quarter and ended their southern swing with their 
fourth defeat in 10 games. 

Nicdao scored 11 of his pints in the payoff pe- 
riod, which saw Ozamiz overcome a 59-61 deficit 
to pull away and remain behind southern division 
leader Ozamiz. 

Theseores 

ILIGAN 85 Мово 25 Opn 16 Mais 14, Go 9, Kalaw 
з, Лоб 5, Sond 4, Hutte 2, Tone 2, Gonos 0, 
уез, Baguio 0. 

BACCHUSMARBOUR 70-9 Cruz 15, Hardin 14, Р 
11, Мете 1, y Curs B Coydang 6, Ваза 4, Rope, 
dn Cues 2 Mastang 0. 

‘Quer: 2:21 410,961, 05-70 


NBC selections 
playing abroad 


THE NATIONAL BASKETBALL CONFERENCE 
(NBC) has been invited to play in two internation 
al toumaments—one in Taiwan and the other in 
‘Thailand 

"Hua Lien Probation Association president 
Lin Yo-Chih invited NBC, through president. 
Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla, to compete in the 
Hua Lien Probation Basketball Championship. 
‘on May 25-28 in Hua Lien, Taiwan, 

"The NBC Selection has also been requested to 
defend its tile in the Crown Princes Cup touma- 
ment on June 26-July 2 in Hatyai, Songkha, Thai 
land. 

"Мете honored tobe invited to these two inter- 
national events; said Padilla. "Well definitely do 
our bestto bring honors to the county" 

"The NBC board has decided to send a selection 
of the best players in the northem division to play 
in Hua Lien. The best cagers in the southem divi- 
sion will сапу NBC's colors in Thailand. 

“ете looking forward to show our Asian 
neighbors that we're stilla power to reckon with in 
the region, said NBC executive vice president and 
‘Tagaytay City Mayor Bambol Tolentino, 


Cebu-dribblers 
down Mantawi 


‘GAME TODAY 
(tandane City Cutual nd Sports Complex) 
5:30 pam —Mantal vs Cobu Landastar- Toledo 


TOLEDO CITY—HOST CEBU LANDMASTER- 
‘Toledo smashed the visiting Mantawi Traders, 76- 
62, to begin the Visayas Division Semifinal Round 
of the ML Kwarta Padala Mindanao Visayas Bas- 
ketball Association (MVBA) First Conference at 
the Marcelo Barba Sports Center Tuesday night. 

‘Guard Alex Cainglet connected on back-to- 
back triples in the fist quarter ro give the Land- 
master quintet of reakor Joe Soberano and Coach, 
Jun Tan the lead for good, 8-4, From there it was 
an all-Landmaster show as center Rex Mangubat 
and swingman Ronald Paraiso combined for 19 
points in the second quarter to peg the halftime 
count at 4318, 

Mantawi top gun Doroteo Almacin scored 15 
points, allin the second half. Randy Sevilla added 
‘Wand guard Kim Calo 10 for the Traders of May- 
or Thadeo Ouano. 
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RAFFLE WINNER. Rado raffles off its top of the 


the VIOK, which was won by Ryan Cruz (center) during. 
the recent Bill Shaw tit, With Cruz are Archie Lacson and 


Wack Wack sports and games chair Pablo Soon, 


ced 
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SPORTS 
NCAA names Jun B commissioner 


INTEGRITY, PROFESSIONALISM AND EXPERI- 
ence are what Emilio Jun” Bemardino J. will 
bring as he assumes the position of basketball 
commissioner of the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association. 

"The former Philippine Basketball Association 
commissioner was officially named during a joint 
meeting by the NCAA Policy Board and Manage- 
ment Committee yesterday at the St. Benilde Ho- 
telin Manila. 

Berardino is no doubtthe right man for the job. 
asthe NCAA celebrates its 82nd season to be host- 


Spinners try 
to take heat 
out of Sparks 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


IT SEEMED THE MAGNOLIA SPINNERS HAVE TO RELEARN EVERY- 
thing in the PBL Unity Cup. 


Considered а осіп in the tide 
series when the toumament started, 


coach Koy Banal had to 


the Spinners “to figure out how to 


win" to stay in the run- 
ning. 

Relief came for Banal 
when the Spinners 
scored their first backto 
back victories last week 
that boosted their cam- 
paign for the second 
twice-to-beat quarterfi- 
nal incentive. 


But the Spinners 


must dispose the overachieving Toy- 
ota Оф Sparks at 2 pan. today to 


sustain their bid. 


‘Already semifinal-bound, Toyota 
О will be playing pressure fre like 


the Montaña Pawnshop, 


tackle Hapee-PCU in the second 
game at 4 pm. atthe Olivarez Sports 


Center in Parañaque. 
Granny Goose already 


the first twice-to-beat edge in the 


quarterfinals ater finishing 


ination round at third place. 


STAGE 6 
RESULTS 


Individual 
1.6, Onosa (nci) 25732 


ZW. Diac (Val & More), same time 


Banal said Magnolia, which is 
contesting the remaining quarterfi- 
nal incentive versus Rain or Shine, 
has to end its inconsistent run. 

"Тас is the hump we 
have to overcome,” said 
Banal 

Sparks coach Louie 
las, however, feels the 
Spinners will always be 
tough to figure out 

‘Toyota Otis has only 
beaten Magnolia once in 
10 matches since joining 
the league to years 


challenge 


GAMES TODAY 
(Dharez Sports 
Contr) 
2pm—Magnolavs 
Toyota Oli 
4pm—Monalavs 
Hapee-PCu 


ago. 

Meanwhile, the Jewels will be 
gunning for а sweep over Hapee- 
PCU after winning their first ел. 
‘counter, 90:81, in overtime. 

Ken Bono will be coming off a 
near-perfect performance—shooting 
7-оЁ8 from the field—to finish with 
15 poins against Toyota Otis last 
Saturday. 

‘Hapee-PCU dropped out of the 
‘quarerfinal race afer absorbing its 
sth straight loss versus Magnolia, 
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өй by College of St. Benilde with his vast experi- 
ence and knowledge in basketball, highlighted by 
his stint in Asia's first play-for pay lop. 

"The former University of the Philippines Ma- 
тооп was named PBA commissioner in 1994. He 
stepped down after the 2002 season due toa heart. 
ailment. 

"It is my pleasure to serve the NCAA for the 
2nd season. Considering what basketball has giv- 
еп me, in terms of where T am now, 1 think it is 
(but natural that I give back what I have received. 
throughout the years,” said Bernardino, 


THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2006 


"The NCAA meris basketball tournament starts 
Jane 24 atthe Araneta Coliseum, with the Letran 
Knights shooting for back-to-back tts 

Alter playing for the Maroons, Bemardino 
Joined Теййл in 1979 as an assistant coach to Fely 
Fajardo for two PBA seasons. When the club dis- 
banded in 1981, he tumed to broadcasting. 

Tn July that year, Bernardino joined the league 
as executive secretary He went on to become ex- 
ecutive director then deputy commissioner and f- 
nally commissioner—the youngest to be appoint- 
edat the age of 46. 


APP Special Action Force member pours water at the main pack of riders cycling along the 


national highway in Lucena Ci 


Santy nears Tour title.» 


o talaga (I stuck to him no matter how hard he. 
tried)” Barnachea said, referring to Feliciano. 
“Siya na lang talaga ang natitirang kalaban (Нез 
the only one who can beat me now): 

"The winner of the “killer” San Fernando to 
Baguio third stage on Sunday, Feliciano tried 
to mount a breakaway when the pack hit the 
“Tatlong Eme" climb in Pagbilao, Quezon. 

He built a lead of more than a minute over 
the fourth group which the 30-year-old Bar- 
nachea towed, but soon found the four-day 
overall leader keeping him company in the 
flat roads of Candelaria town. 

‘The frontrunners expect the final lap—a 
75-km criterium race around Marikina tomor- 
row—to be just a formality 

"Same time na kami matatapos lahat dun 
(We will all have the same time in that lap)" 
said Obosa, who pocketed his second stage 
‘win by topping the 157.2-km lap yesterday in 
3 hours, 57 minutes and 32 seconds. 
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Overalt individua! 

1. S. Barnachea (Sunbol). 25:29:08 

2 F- Følciano{Air21), 252915 


бте 


11.0. Marana (Mall & More), some time 


*4.L Vlentuta*(Cossack Vodka), same tine 


Obosa, who ruled the opening stage from 
Quezon Gity to Cabanatuan on Friday stayed in 
third, 7 minutes and 13 seconds behind, followed 
by rookie Irish Valenzuela and Tomas Martinez. 
who trailed by 8:42 and 10:14, respectively 

Irseems that the only thing that can prevent Ваг. 
machea from winning this Tour is a major accident. 
or equipment malfunction since the stage today 
‘does not offer that hard а challenge to the field. 

The “Sungay Road" in Talisay, Batangas, is 
just a 9-km stretch of road with a 40-degree 
incline. But all things being equal, Bar 
nachea's 4:07 lead seems impregnable. 

Warren Davadilla, stayed in seventh spot, 
still 13:24 behind Barnachea and 10 seconds 
offthe sixth-placed Renato Sambrano. 

Rookie Harvey Sicam, third after the first 
two stages, stood in eighth spot, 13:45 adrift, 
‘with Amel Quirimit, the 2003 champ when. 
the Tour was revived, and Reinhard Gorrantes 
rounding out the Top 10. 


3.E.Obosa (Inoa), 253622. 
^4. L Valenzuela" (Cossack Vodka), 28:37:50 
S.T Martinez (Rod Bull 252922. 

A. Sambrano (Cossack Vodka), 25:42:22 
T.W. Davila (Mal & Mor) 284232 
BH. lean (Elvir Sports), 25:4254 

З.А Оти (Er Spots), 25:46:06 
30.R.Gornies (8021), 25:52:15, 
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Adamson too powerful for UE spikers 


= 
ах 
P CURT 
кылыл инана нуш к 


test with teammates during an England squad pre-World Cup 
soccer training session at Vale Do Lobo, Algarve, Portugal. sumus 


GAMES SATURDAY (Bia Eagle Gym) 
4pm-—SSCvs UE 
‘Spm—PoU vs Lyceum 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


ADAMSON UNLEASHED THE FULL EXTENT OF 
its volleyball power against hapless University of 
the East, 25-20, 25-9, 25-19, last night to improve 
the record it will сапу into the next round of the 
Shakeys V-League at the Blue Eagle Gym. 

Already in the semifinals and battling a winless 
foe, the Lady Falcons refused to hold their punches 
and pounded the Lady Warriors mercilessly to 
post their fh win in six games. 

"The Lady Warriors , who fell to 0-6, never 
got going although they were able to pile up 
points in the latter part of the first and third 
sets when the Lady Falcons experimented 


QCHS, St. Joseph bets gain q’finals 


QUEZON CITY HIGH SCHOOL RAL- 
lied to beat University of Perpetual La- 


guna, 7-25, 25-20, 2 


Shakey's Giris Volleyball Invitational 
League at the Ateneo Blue Eagle Gym. 

recent Naga 
Palarong Pambansa, the trio of Mary 
Rose Cabanag, Girlie Quemada and 
Mikaela Morada combined for 16 
kills and 6 blocks as against 12 kills 
and 4 blocks by Jennelyn Belen, Jessi- 
са Curato and Sarah Jane Gonzales of 


Fresh fom the 


ОРНІ. 


With the win, QCHS is now solo 


and is assured of a berth in the 
terfinals. 
їп other matches, St. Joseph 


5-21, in the 
straight sets 25-17, 25-9. Dil 
Preparatory School dealt Imus 

University of Perpetual Help 
25-14, 21-25, 25-17. 


the reigning UAAP junior di 


leader in Bracket B with a 3-0 slate 


lege beat UP Integrated School in 


tute its second loss 25-17, 25-15. 
no defeated Grace Christian School in 
Tn Bracket D, University of the East, 


champion, is likewise assured of a 


berth with a 4-0 slate having won its 
match against Mater Ecclesiae 25-13, 
255, 

Hope Christian School hopes to 
win on Thursday when they play 
Prenza Natl High School to sweep 
Bracket A unto the quarter-finals. 

‘The Shakey's Girls Volleyball Invi- 
tational League is supported by 
Dunkin Donuts, Toby's Sports, 
Mikasa, the Official Volleyball, Asics 
and Air Philippines. 

Six matches are scheduled tomor- 
row at the Ateneo gym. 


quar- 
h Col- 
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Moli 
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^." Magallanes, Camacho ahead 


FAVORITES. 
Magallanes. 
East posted 


points Tuesday along with 25 other 
seeded player in the 2006 National 
Juniors elimination being held at St- 
Francis Square in Mandaluyong Ску 

‘Also with two points were Ivan 
Gil Biag of UP Froilan Bolico Ш of 
FEU, Catrihino Pestafio, Jimsoon 
Bitoon of Cebu, Anselmo Mercado 


line wateh, 


Jr, Marvin 


LED BY REY JOMAR 
of the University of the 
perfect scores of two 


side, 12-year old 
cho of La Union led 
points along with 26 ol 


NCEP president Rep. 


"Ting from Negros and 


Bryan Jose of МІТ. In the distaff 
heradee Cama- 


with her were Jan Jodilyn Fronda, 
Jedara Docena, Rulp Мет Jose, 
Geneline De Ramos, Eden Tum- 
bos, Gina Edaniol, Cheyzer Men- 
дога and Jayveelyn Fronda. 


“Buth” Pichay and secretary-gen- 
eral and Tagaytay City Mayor 


Abraham “Bambol” Tolentino 
made the ceremonial moves last 
Monday, The nine-round Swiss 
event, which lured 452 players, is 
being supported by ON-LINE 
MedEx with C.H.1.PS by ON-LINE 
Care Corp., St. Francis Square, 
Milo, Living Colours Digital Ads 
& Prints and PSC. 

Meanwhile, the elimination. 
for the age-group will be on May 
21-25 also at the same venue. 


with two 
hers, Tied 


Prospero. 


with new combinations. 

National team mainstay Cherry Rose Macatan- 
say led Adamson's attack as expected, scoring 14 
Cutright winners to finish with 20 points while 
Rissa Jane Laguiles added eight kills out of her 
nine points. 

‘But the Lady Falcons got a big scare when pret 
ty libero Donna Leil Adzjar hurt her elbow while 
diving for a save and colliding with team captain 
Kristine Ann Dave in the second set. She bruised 
her right elbow in the proces 

‘Adamson coach Minerva Pante said the injury 
was nothing serious" and that the 5-fot defense 
specialist would be ready to play in the carry-over 
semis which sans next week. 

Rubie de Leon, one of the Adamson guest play- 
ers, contributed 10 points, including two blocks to 
assist Macatangay at the net. The S-foot-11 
Macatangay finished with three bloc 


Parica keeps 
clean record 


mmo VETER 
Paia 

Aer 

Duis 11-10, ye 

ien to pos his 

"d exigit win 

Saber de жу PARICA 
суроп 9254 Championship st the 
vee Holand Casino in Las Vs Nera 

Parca, who ld the Еро bili iva 
sion in de US in te mids, rater 
trounced American Nick Vamer 11-8, and 
Canadian No.2 Luc Saas, 11-6 

He wil nex йке former worl champion 
Jonny Archer ofthe US. 

"ades Rodolfo "Boy Samson" Luat suf- 
fered his fi fossa the hands of x US 
Open tts American Corey Devel, 117, 
Join fellow iino Saas Sas in the 
Toses bracket. 

Sambajon bent Josy Kon, 11:7, but 
bowed to Nicolas Guimond, 1-5, in he sec: 
ond round He wil ce David Rik în the 
poe 

on "Баш" Reyes and Dennis "Surigao" 
окойо ме bang each other in ihe rd 
round. Marlon Bernardino 
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Park, Gabasa 
lead winners 


JONG SOO PARK OF EASTRIDGE DIS 
played brute strength and I-yearold Irina 
 Gabasa holed a long 40-foot putt to lead the win- 
mers in the Isuzu Skills Challenge of the National 
‘Tournament of Club Champions at the Eagle 
Ridge Golf and Country Club. 

“The lanky Park, son of a Korean business exec 
uve, hit а 319-yard drive to rule the longest 
drive competition while pint-sized Gabasa, rep- 
resenting AltaVista, won the putting contest. 

‘Edmund Yee of Manila Southwoods, Rodel 
Mangulabnan and Tootsie de Jesus took the oth 
ег awards in the men’s division while Vinice Go- 
dio, Matet Salivio and Maan Legaspi were the 
other prize winners in the distaff side. 

‘Yee topped the bunker competition, De Jesus. 
the pitching contest and Mangulabnan the 
putting event. 

Соо was closest to the pin while Legaspi hit 
the best bunker shot. Winners received P3,000 
‘worth of gift certificates and Isuzu golf items. 


Echavez surges 
to 3-stroke lead 


PAUL ECHAVEZ RODE ON A FIERY START TO 
fire a solid threeunder par 69 yesterday and 
surge ahead by three sroles over Jun Bemis 
halfway through the Samsung Amateur Golf Tour 
at the Summit Point and County Club in Lipa, 
Batangas, yesterday. 

Echavez, one of the recipients of the Na: 
tional Caddies Open program, birdied Nos. 6, 
8 and 9 to seize control then held on to his 
lead with a two-birdie, two-bogey stint at the. 
back for a 33-36 card 

Counting his even par round on the first 
day, the 17-year-old Echavez from Apo posted 
а 36-hole total of 141 going into the final two 
rounds of this event serving as the second leg 
ofa five-stage series backed by Samsung 

Bernis padded his overnight one-shot lead 
to two with а birdie on No. 2, but the Can- 
lubang bet couldn't match Echavez' run. 

Gary Sales moved one rung up to No. 3 
with a 74 but fell behind by seven with a 148. 
while former champion Kim Chang Hoi card- 
eda 73 to tie Ronnie Torrecampo, who fired a 
one-under par 71, t 145. 


FH Invt'l starts today 


MORE THAN A HUNDRED TWO-MAN TERMS PAR- 
ticipate in the sith eon of the Forest His Invitational 
‘al tournament string today. Forest Hils бо! Club 
чий адап host the annual four-day tournament co-re- 
sent by Goforce Inc. and Wison Sports together 
чїй major sponsors New Lile Center and Food 
The field, composed of a Forest Hits member and his 
guest, wil be competing for the coveted overal cham- 
pionship in three divisions. Attractive holes-in-one 
prizas are also at stake: a brand-new Tuscan from 
Hyundai, a пой cart trom Cub Car plus Nie and Wi- 
son golf sens courtesy of Pacspors and Sports Spe- 
Cass Worldwide. Амиде Refreshments Corp. (RC 
Сов), СУН Dev. Co., CJH Manor Hote, ayer Gilberto 
Duavit Ericsson, Fairways and Biuewater, бету Gril, 
‘Gruppo Armani, МЕТ, Priippine Аизпеѕ, Puma Time 
Wear, and Solar Sports are the othar sponsors. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


SPORTS 


Long shots Yee, Villa 


gain NTCC 


MATCHES TODAY (8am) 
Ladies seminal: Cyna Rodriguez (Riviera) vs Vinice 
odio (Sta, Elena/Alabang), Kwon Ye Seui (Eagle Ridge) 
sten Uy (Cabu) 
Men's soins: ao) Vlla (Valey) v Toll de Je- 
sos (Tagaytay Highlands), Edmund Ye (Mania South- 
woods) vs Park Jong Soo (Eastridge) 


By Jong Arcano 


GEN. TRIAS, CAVITE—THEY CRAMMED 
for practice together at the four Eagle 
Ridge courses they hardly knew. Aside 
from their lack of knowledge of the 
venues, Edmund Yee and Zaldy Villa felt 
they were too old to have a chance 
against the young ones in the National 
‘Tournament of Club Champions here. 

"Three days into the tourney presented by 
Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corp and. 
Iuguinen Golf, most of the top seeds are gone. 
but the two businessmen in their late 40s are. 
still very much alive. 

Southwoods bet Yee, owner of a car distri- 
bution franchise, and Valley's Villa, who oper. 


KATHLEEN Uy 


ates a metal fabrication firm, posted 1 up vic- 
tories against separate rivals yesterday to 
reach the semifinals at the Eagle Ridge Golf 
and Country Club. 

‘After ousting young Miko Yee of Riviera in the 
round of 16, Vila enhanced his giant-iller tag by 
‘eliminating top seed Мејо Reyes of Manila Golf 
while Yee re-assered his mastery of Indren 
Naidoo of Alabang in pulsating matches. 

Tn today’s Final Four, Yee faces Jong Soo 


ju 


Live, and in color, the horror that was Tejada 


IN HIS FOURTH SEASON IN THE 
PBA, Eugene Tejada suffers the hor- 
ror ofa fall that injures his neck and. 
cervical/spinal cord. Live, and in 
color. 


ALS. 
Mendoza 


"What happened to both Superman 


and EZ Zobel, wheelehai bound for 
years before they died due to spinal in- 
Juries after fling off horses, assaults 
the mind. 

Please say a prayer for the Fil-Am, 
whose basketball career—should 
medical masters mercifully fail—is in 
danger of having an abrupt end. 

Tar from ruming 30, Tejada's too 
young to lose a profession: 

One "Our Father” for Tejada, 
please? 

_1 recendy suffered a similar fate 

ly termed “cervical disc in- 
ict from basketball, though, but 
from writing too much. 

"Who said writing sn hazardous to 
ones health? 

in my case, Хауз and МАБ 
showed my C 345 misaligned, the 
result of too much sitting while writ- 
ing. Asian Hospitals Dr: Antonio Ma. 
G: Calanoc and Capital's Dr Editha A. 
Tuason have agreed on putting me to 
а multiple sesson, four-week thera 
py/tehab at Capitol under expert Ps 
Bjom Berber and Jade Francisco. 

"Thank God, two more rehabs and. 
Tm done. 

Golf here come. 

Tejada was playing his 70th PBA 
game when he lost his rebound bal 
ance and fell buttocks first. 

"That was las Sund 
when Purefoods, Tejad 
team in three years after Alaska 2003- 
2004 and San Miguel Beer 2005, was 
playing Red Bull 

Sundays game made him accumu- 
Inte a total of 595 minutes, the last9 of 
which saw him score 2 points on 106. 


block one shot 


inthe period. 


1975. 


he hoped he'd never played in. 


game. 


playing fora win? 
Tejada, itd be. 


Mick Pennisi of Red Bull, 
10, fell on Tejada, 600 
May 14, was picking himself safely up. 
third PBA 


Soon, 
Soon, he'd be in tears. 


him no 


SPECTATOR Fa 


‘At Makati Med where Tejada is con- PS 
fined, doctors say Tejada might need a 
surgery if not surgeries, to hopefully 
renum hin to his original, healthy self. 


"A 


794 


2 shooting, snare 2 rebounds and 


"This particular Sunday he played 3 
minutes in the first quarter and was 0- 
Гога from the field, 2 minutes each in 
the second and third. In the hurd, he 
was 1-of-1—his basket making it 37- 
57, Purefoods behind, with 4:20 gone 


Barely two minutes after coach 
Ryan Gregorio fielded Tejada in the 
fourth, Tejada’ would suffer the 
tragedy that threw the league in 
panic as it absorbed its most serious 
accident since the PBAs birth in 


Playing in his 12th game in the 14th 
march for Purefoods in the conference, 
Tejada would soon rank it as the game 


1t happened with the score pegged 
at 73-54, Red Bull up, 5:43 left in the 


You are down by 19 points with un- 
der 6 minutes left, who would die 


Giants Roger Yap had missed on a 
lay-up. Tejada went for the rebound, 
‘aught some skin of Yap and both fell. 

їп a split second, the lumbering 
il of 6-foot 
1/2, as Yap 


When he hit wood, Tejada said he 
heard —felt?—a crack in his body- 
be writhing in pain. 


Soon, he'd find his girl friend, the. 
actress Jenny Femandez, consoling 
end—with ABCSs 


Bermudez Hizon close by. 
Аз he lay there numb from waist 
down, a teammate, Kerby Raymundo, 
held his hand. 
Other teammates, team officials 
А and doctors from both friend and ene 
my camps hovered around him. 

Nobody would touch him as 
though he had the bubonic plague. 

Because Lifeline Arrows wasn't 
around, had no standby ambulance in 
stark violation of league contracts, Te- 
jada lay on the foor for nearly 40 min- 
мез helpless as a cat hit by a hit- 
and-run maniac. 

Ta fan gone berserk had shot Teja- 
da in the leg instead of Tejada suffer- 
ing the fall, the poor kid would have 
died from loss of blood 

Gosh, Antipolo’. Ynares, Center, 
scene of the accident, was almost an 
hour away from Makati Med! 

Suetcher and ambulance, where 
were they for Chrissakes? 

"Caloy" had swept them off to the 
South China Sea? 

Rene Pardo would have been justi 
fied tearing the Lifeline Arrows logo 
instead of kicking the dilapidated mat- 
tress being offered to load Tejada en 
route ro the invisible ambulance. 

T Commissioner Eala is still sharp- 
ening his arrows right now to shoot 
down Lifeline, 1 recommend instead 
an АКА. Quicker Deadlies 

What wil happen now to Tejada, 
bom in Daly City and who tums 26 on 
Sept. 24, not even his father, Danilo, a 
former basketball player himself rom 
Rosario, Batangas, would know. Nor 
his mother, Angeles, a nurse from Bal- 
ayan, Batangas. 

“Tejada’s Dad and Mom have ar- 
rived from the United States where 
theyve been living for decades—the 
lest four years far from their son. 

times lie this, please light a can- 
die for the ап of coping with tragedy 
fever there isone. 


Pat Comments to menju@pldtdsl.net 


ABS-CBN's Apollo Tenerife leads a long train of Ford 
Focus racing cars around the track. 


EL Pee 
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Toledo tops Ford race 


: FORMER PRESS UNDERSECRETARY MIKE TOLEDO 
+ bested eight other personalities in the finals to seal vieto- 
^ ту in the Ford Focus Celebrity- Media Cup for Charity ог 

ganized by the Tuason Racing School recently 
\ "Toledo, a lawyer, emerged аз the top driver in a field 
SSE $5 that was whittled down from 80 participants to just nine 
finalists. In the final race, Toledo shot off the line and in- 
to the lead without ever locking back and crossed the fin- 
ish line at the end of eight laps with a 3-second margin 

over restaurateur Louie Ysmael. 

"The event is powered by Ford Racing and supported 
by Addict Mobile, E-Standard Insurance, Petron Ultron, 
Bosch, Goodyear, Rota, Oakley, Epson, Tradeshow, H&R, 
" Starbright Body Kis, Manila Speedzone, Trapik.com, Cl, 


4 Philippine Star, Bravura, K&N, Sikkens and Palmer-Asia, 

"Toledo won P100,000, which will goto his designated 
beneficiary, the Leukemic Indigent Fund Endowment, 
plus handsome trophy. 


RP netters beat Hong Kong in World Jrs 


THE PHILIPPINES BEAT HONG KONG, 2-1, 
at the stam of the World Juniors Tennis 
Championships Asia-Oceania zonal qualify 
ing tournament yesterday at the Pusat Ten- 
nis Kemayoran court in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

Francis Casey Alcantara, coming off a two- 
leg sweep of the Asian 14-Under Series in Sri 
Lanka, secured the бе for the Filipinos after 
beating Kwun-Ho James Kong, 6-0, 6-3, inthe 
second singles. 

Akio Sy, had earlier won the first singles 
‘over Ryan Ho, 6-3, 6-1. 

‘Hong Kong prevented a rout when the tan- 
dem of Kong and Justin To won the doubles 
over Kim Ivor Saraza and Sy, 3-6, 7-6 (4), 7-5. 


"The victory put the seventh-seeded Philip- 
pines into a tie with second seed Japan on top. 
of Group 4, The Japanese won over Singa- 
pore, 3-0 

"Top seed China defeated Malaysia, 3-0, 
while Korea beat Uzbekistan, 2-1, to share 
Group 1 lead. 

‘Other opening-day winners were fifth seed. 
‘Thailand over ran, 3-0, and fourth seed Chi 
‘nese Taipei over New Zealand, 2-1, in Group 
2, and third seed India over Pacific Oceania, 
3:0, and No, 6 Indonesia over Sri Lanka, 3-0, 
inGroup 3. 

Meanwhile, the RP girls squad of Ma. Regi- 
па Santiago, Noelle Nikki Camille Zoleta and 


"hanc Quitara bowed to Chinese Taipei, 0-3. 

‘In other results, fourth seed Japan downed 
Malaysia, 3-0, and fifth seed Indonesia beat 
New Zealand, 2-1, in Group 2; third seed Chi- 
na defeated Singapore, 3-0, and No. 6 India 
blasted Hong Kong, 3-0, in Group 3, while 
second seed Thailand prevailed over Sri Lan- 
ка, 3-0, and seventh seed Korea defeated Pa- 
cific Oceania, 3-0, in Group 4, 

"The top four teams in the boys and girls di- 
vision will join the other regional qualifiers 
from Europe, South America, North/Central 
America and Caribbean and Africa in the 
World Junior finals scheduled Aug. 7-12 in 
Prostejov, Czech Republic. 


trophy and the facsimile 
Sergio Valencia following 
Leisure Park With them are (from left) PCSO Committee on Races 
ааз Rey Empremiado, Henry Beech, Jose Malang and Ambassador 
Gyorgy Pusztin of Hungary. 


И А: 


semis slots 


Park, the man who beat him in a duel for the 
Eastridge title, and Villa squares off with 
‘Tootsie de Jesus of Tagaytay Highlands, Park 
defeated Jan Coup Tambogon of Eagle Ridge, 
281, and de Jesus squeaked past Oliver Gan. 
of Tagaytay Midlands, 1 up. 

In the ladies division, junior players Cyna. 
Rodriguez of Riviera and Kwon Ye Seul 
moved closer to an expected showdown for 
the crown by ripping their opponents. 

Rodriguez, 14, clipped Maan Legaspi, 483, to 
forge a semis duel with Vinice Godio while Kwon, 
15, was merciless in a 684 stoppage of Beachie. 
Abiera (Southwoods/ Tagaytay Midlands). 

Godio, who represents Sta. Elena and Ala- 
bang, scored a 2&1 decision over Matet Saliv- 
io to earn another trip to the semis. Kwon 
tackles Kathleen Uy, a 584 winner over Lyn. 
Mangulabnan. 

‘Sponsors of the NTCC are Sta. Lucia Realty, 
Callaway as the official apparel, Isuzu the of 
ficial vehicle, Titleist the official ball, PAL the. 
official carrier, Chivas Regal, The Travel CLub 
and Pacific Air Media. Platonic, ће first local- 
ly assembled golf cart, is hole-in-one sponsor. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Worid Cup tour 
THE'SPORTSPLUS WORLD CUP GOAL GETAWAY" 
wily to erase the noon that soccer s payed exclu- 
Sively on fonds as Rss Bagi Cty on Saturday. 
"The touring event organized by Solar Entertainment, 
Сор. m cooperation with the Phiippine Footbal Fed- 
aration headed by Johnny Romuaidez has already 
had stops in Subic, Davao Cly Ateneo footbal pich 
in Loyola Heights and San Carios Ciy. Ris sited in 
Seven diferent venues on the weekends leading to the 
2009 a Word Cup in Geary. 


PCRC summer fun run 

THE PASIG CITY RUNNING CLUB IS HOLDING ITS 
TIN PORC SK and 10K summer tun run on Sunday 
‘th 3.000 runners expected to participate. Stating at 
Gam just outside the Unra and finishing Inside the 
track oval, the event, sponsored by Pharmaton and 
‘Supported by the у government ot Pasig headed by 
Mayor Vicente Eso, ii have age-group cate- 
‘gorie in he 10K stance aside from tne overal win- 
пет The 10K run winner val receive P3,000. 
Pisa Maritime Golf 

DORIS MAGSAYSAY HO, CHAIR AND PRESI- 
ent of the Philippine Inierisand Shipping As 
Sociation, announced the staging of the 3rd 
Pisa Maritime бо! Tournament on May 26 at 
the Orchard Gott and Country Club in Das- 
mariñas, Cavite. 007С Secretary Leandro 
Mendoza wili do the ceremonial ee-of. Call 
(02) 404-1260. 


Drag racing Saturday 

TOP DRIVERS GEAR UP FOR THE SECOND LEG OF 
the 2006 Red Hors-PCSO National Drag Racing 
‘Championship this Saturday at tne Drag Sip ofthe 
Batangas Racing Ciel. Registration is now ongoing- 
Participants may contact BRC operations manager 
Rodini Rivera or Nelson бауоа at (692) 817-2241, 
729-5365 or ax 15-1241. Le Joi Cordero and 
Dave Jota are the top favors. 


Pili Kaogma Speedfest 

THE ULTIMATE SPEEDFEST CHAMPIONSHIP OF MP 
Turbo wil be part of the weekong cobran the 
Карата Festal at the Camarines Sur Provincia Capi- 
toi Complex in Pik. The Kaogma Speedest combines 
motocross on Saturday ала е tme дав, under- 
one тав and fun gammes on Sunday Other sport ac- 
this ar the Aet extreme race, shooting and airsoft 
сотрийоп and wakeboarding For into. call orte 
09194021575 ore mal moturbodimydestny ne. 


Mitra, Hufano lead 

ABM PALAWAN VINO, AN ENTRY OF REP BAHAM 
Mita, dominated the elmination round of National 
Federation ot Gamelou Breeders (NFGB) 8-bulstag 
ary Tsay nign at he Araneta Coliseum alter 
Posting a perlect score of four pots. Pablo Нито. 
"Я Pangasinan (Partners aan) ao scored four 
‘points to ead the eariy мет The second ound 
iminatlon continue today a te Aranera Coliseum 
ча BO ighis. NEG president Ricoy Palmares dr 
Sold tnat over 200 entres trom 18 breeders organiza- 
Tons are expected for his evert wich stakes P3 mil- 
lon. Enty tee i P15,000. 


Kayang-Kaya cockfest 

NO LESS THAN P1.5 MILLION IN GUARANTEED 
priza awaits the champions in another block 
buster cocktst at Roligon Mega Cockpit, dubbed 
эз Kayang-Kaya 5-cock derby on May 30, June 1 
and 3. Host Roly Ligon pegged the entry ee at 
7,700 and minimum bet at P4,400. The fastest 
win champion wl drive home a three-door Pa- 
Joro (automatic wih aircon). Meanie, 
Воот week Fastas Win Event One-Cock 
lan Hackli resumes tomorrow. 


BIG WINNER: Real Spicy's owners, Hermie Esguerra (ight) and Мамо 
Esguerra (third from right), receive the PCSO First Gentleman Siver Cup. 
of the P1, 1M first prize check from PCSO Chair. 


Real Spicy's victory in the race at the San Lazaro 


es 
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Wade steal seals Heat victory 


Miami shows New Jersey the door, advances to East finals 


INTHE game's defining moment, Miami's Dwyane Wade (eft) bats the 
ball away from New Jersey's Vince Carter to seal the Heats victory. 


MIAMI—DWYANE WADE IN- 
tercepted a pass for Vince 
Carter as time expired, and Mi- 
ami held on for a 106-105 win 
over New Jersey and reached 
the National Basketball Asso- 
ciation semifinals for the 
second straight year. 

іле Wale scored 23 points and 
à Wade overcame а slow sart to add 21 
Y for the second-seeded Heat on Tues- 
day, who eliminated the third-seeded 
Nes in fue games and await the win- 

ner ofthe Dei Cleveland series, 
Walker and backup center Alonzo 
Mourning picked up te slack for Wade 
md Shaile O'Neal, who again was 
Timed by foul trouble and scored 17 


points. 
“We are back and playing at a high lev- 


j e O'Neal said. "Our X men are playing well. In 


the next round we just want to play whoever is 
the best team.” 

‘A year ago, Miami lost in seven games to De- 
trot as Wade tried to play through a painful rib 
injury 

‘Wade has taken some terrific tumbles in this 
years playoffs but the superstar guard is relative- 
ly healthy and will have at least a week off before 
the next series. 

“We get to rest a little but then bring it on,” 
Wade said, "Its а nice feeling knowing you're the 
first team (in the semis) and can watch everyone. 
else try to get in.” 

After erasing a double-digit first-half deficit, 
the Heat never trailed in the fourth quarter, tak- 
ing the lead for good at 98.96 on a breakaway 
‘dunk by Wade with 4:37 to play. 

Не made six-of 10 shots in the second half af- 
teraone-ofnine start. 

‘Jason Williams scored 12 points, Mouming 
added 11 and Gary Payton 10 for the Heat, who 
shot 56 percent (42.075) to overcome 15-029 
foul shooting 

Jefferson also scored 33 points, Jason Kidd 


added 20 and Lamond Murray 14 for the Nets, 
‘who shot 54 percent (40-074). 

New Jersey lost the last four games after win- 

ning game one in Miami. 
Behind Carter, the Nets jumped to a 33-24 
lead and to 38-27 on a jumper by Kidd with 
^Y. 10:1Sleftin the second. 

$ "We attacked the bas- 

‘ket and were aggressive, 

but a loss is a loss. 

Were going home,” 


qos 


Suns outlast Clippers in 2 OT, take 3-2 lead f 


PHOENIX, ARIZONA—SHAWN MARION ing three-pointer with 1.1 seconds to play in. 


overtime, Marion sil had a reserve ofenergy. two foul shots to seal it. 


scored six of his 36 points in the second 
overtime as Phoenix outlasted the Los An- 
geles Clippers, 125-118, on Tuesday to take 
23-2 lead in their quarterfinal series. 

“We came out, battled and hung in there 
pulled it out man," Marion said. "Iis all about 


Inyet another thrilling overtime postseason 
game, the second-seeded Suns moved within. 
one win ofa rerum trip to the National Basket 
ball Association's penultimate round, 

‘They blew a 19-point second-half lead and 
‘were rescued by Raja Bell, who drained a ty- 


the fist overtime. 

ft was good play call,” Bell said. “I thought 
i1 got open I was going to make it. 1 wasnt 
ready to go home yet. 

"This has been our character all year If 
someone males a mistake we don't point fin- 
ges 

Matched up against the bigger Elton Brand 
for most of the game, Marion did most of the 
work inside for the Suns. 

He made 16-0f33 shots and helped 
Phoenix fight on the backboards. And with 
most players nearing exhaustion in the second 


He opened the period with two free throws 


‘With game six in Los Angeles on 


—Phoenix’s first made foul shots sincethesec- Thursday, Los Angeles was one stop 
ond quarter—and added a fying follow dunk from going home with a 3-2 lead after 
to give the Suns the lead for good at 115-113 а tumover by Nash led to two free 


‘with 3:20 remaining. 


throws by Sam Cassell that opened а 


‘Marion appeared to hurt his ankle on the 111-108 lead with 3.6 seconds eftin OT. 


play but retumed shortly thereafter. After a 


"Tim Thomas scored 25 points, Bell 


three-point play by Brand pulled the Clippers added 22 and Nash 17 and 13 assists for 
‘within 119-118 with 1:22t0 go, Mariontooka е Suns, who shot 46 percent (49-0f-107), 
nifty pass from Canada's Steve Nash and made including 11-oF 29 from the arc. 


a running bank shot at the 1:05 mark. 


Brand had 33 points, 15 rebounds and five RAJA Bell (right) shoots the 


"The sixthseeded Clippers never scored blocks and Cassell scored 32 points forthe Сір. game-tying 3-pointer in 


again as Leandro Barbosa and Nash each sank pers, who shot 41 percent (42-0103) 


AFP overtime over Daniel Ewing, jr 


UETOWAWING VAN 
KAN Mi(Gigaslype), 


KARATE OPEN 
National team standouts shine 


TAGUM CITY_NATIONAL TEAM were Niño Franco (55 kg: M. kumie event while 
Fandous Bernardino Chu, Mae Eso mem kumite), Adora hang second in the indi 
пао Toribiostamped her class Aqui САВ Kg. womens Vial aa event 
йг respective evens at theendof kumis), Salman Saad "Tn happy about the re- 
e u Nerona Karate Opencham- (mens open weight Ru эйи we gi because al 
pionsnips recendy at he PB Sanose mie) amd May Libao menben ofthe team quil 
Gymnasium here. (womens open weight ka fd api, thanks to the 
Chu, of YDKA-Cagayan de Oro, mite). training of our coach, David 
bagged the gola inthe 9 kg. mennsku- ^ Southeast Asian Games Taye sid Maid, who Б 
talc category by макар Rolando Lag. bronze medalis: Cheri Tag ГОМ already seeded o ете 
mancfSENCR niheRealround, ^ day was de most be Soral Yam slong wih el 
o S Мын ignited de-53 medaled lama in the MALALAD:Seeded ow SEAG gold medalis 
kg. womens kumite event against An- two-day meet wid 1 gold, 1 Мата Pabiloreand Neison 
ice Saigan in the is widle Philip. siberatl bronze foco 
n Бе, ^ Theléjrd Tay who won a "We also fund new potentials who 
ne A dor cea beating. bronze alongside Gretchen Malalad n could further strengthen the national 
Cebuano karateka Jm Pedes the 2002 Basen Asian Games, pared karate team and we wil prepare very 
e winen the toumement or dird behind Liao and Ansa Pangeoga hard for the world karate fedenton 
we v PhipaneKarsRedemton inthe women’ open weight event She championships and the Adan Games” 
{РЕ ReponXdrecorEmexe Tacay alsoemergedasthechampioninthe-60 added Malad 
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REACH FOR IT. 


чечет Ru JAMES MARTIN UY, 15, SCORED A PERFECT 
game recently at the monthly Ruler of the 
Lanes tournament of the Sta. Lucia East Ten- 
pin Bowling Association (Sletba) at the Sta. 
Lucia East Bowling Center in Cainta, Rizal. 

‘This was Uy's first perfect game since he 
took up bowling two and a half years ago. A 
right hander, Uy used a 15-pound Fear Factor 

“1 was so nervous when ‘stop bowling was 
announced," Uy said. "I felt my hands trem- 
bling and cold because all eyes were on me. 1 
turned to my coach and mentor, Mr. Mer Tan, 
who told me: “Huwag то nang pakawalan 
уап (Don'tlet it go)." 

He took his position and calmly released 
the ball which rolled right into the pocket for 
the 300 score. 

Uy, an incoming junior at the Lourdes 
School of Mandaluyong, is a member of the 
Sleba "Batang X-tra,” a group of young 
bowlers being trained by Tan and Boy Floren- 
cio, Batang X-tra has slated a bowling fellow. 
ship on June 12 atthe Sta. Lucia Bowling Cen- 
ter, with cash prizes at stake. 

"The 6-foot-3 James also plays basketball when 
not bowling, He said he bowls only once a week. 
when theres classes, and practices four times a 
week during the summer break. 

James expressed his gratitude to his father, 
Jimmy Uy, a businessman and himself a good 
‘bowler, mom Marilou, coach Tan and Boy Flo- 
rencio, his classmates" and friends at Batang 
Хата and Sletba for their support. 
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SUMMIT NATURAL DRINKING WATER proudly sponsors 
The 1st Philippine Mt. Everest Expedition, 
Threats rom taling rocks & avalanches are ever present. Hypothermia, dehydration 


& frostbite at high altitudes are о constant hozord-made even more lethal by storms 
that con rage at over 150 kph. 


Jóin us in support of о team of mountaineers in their quest to conquer one of the 
{greatest achievements set out to prove that the Filipino can. 
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Wrong way to ‘discover’ new child star 


EVERY YEAR, OUR TV CHAN. 
nels hold competitions for child 
performers—singers, actors, 
dancers, hosts, models, or all of 
the above, That's all to the good, 
because local show business 
needs new infusions of young tal 
tents to help keep our shows fresh. 
and vital 

Tn many instances, however, TV 
tits for child talents are character 
ized by a wrong headed approach 
to “discovering” the juvenile stars of 


gaya-gaya, 
making kids look and perform like 
Title adults. 

This is terribly wrong. Even 
child is genuinely talented, by 
time he or she emerges from this 
judicious process, he or she has. 
‘come shallow, pa-cute, sefcon- 
scious, artificial and cloying. 

This is a great pity, because Fil 
ipino children are exceptionally 
natural and gifted talents—before 
their stage parents and the TV 
channels wreak their worst on 
them. 

"Why do they do this? Because 
they believe that loca viewers think 
Tids who act like lle adults are 
cute and smart. And because TV 
people go for program elements 
that can be depended on to instant- 
ly gratify. de audi- 
ence, and "cute" kids, 


| VIEWFINDEI 


Nestor 


kiddie talent tilts, 
why we don't have 
amajor child star 


in the brutes who Bae xs oanname ZU 
L] 


mishandle them 
ents are compromised much too 
early in the game, before they can 


wonder, therefore, that, 
so many kiddie talent 
ve dont have a major child 

star today? 


who mishandle them, and thus pre- 


waonciaz2 
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PROMENADE 


The only way to enjoy wine for all occasions. 
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mo matter how arti 
cil, are thought to be 
a quick way to do this. 
Tes understandable, 
but ifs а poor use of 
ош young resources. 
Tt also makes for dis- 
mayingly bre са 
тез, for the most 
part: After 
The cwe kid ofthe mo- 
ment has become so 
predictable that hes 
quickly replaced with 
another juvenile “tal- 
ent," ad nauseam. 
The approach E 
truly wrong headed, 
because local show biz 
history completely re 
futes and debunks i. 
Think of the best 
child str in past 
decades, like Nino B 
Muhlach and Aiza 
Seguerra, and you 
wil realize that they 
became young super- 
stars precisely because 


gaya and iyaktawa, 
but were in fact origi 
mal talents who were 
true to themselves and 
refused to do what ev- 
exybody else was do- 


lions of viewers doted 
on chem, because they 
‘were genuinely smart 
and idiosyncratic, and 
loved to talk a blue 
streak 
T this is the top 
tard, shouldnt 
other child talents also 
aspire to reach that 
level? But no, their un- 
enlightened stage par- 
ents and knee jerk TV 
people dont have the 
imagination, creativity 
and determination for. 
it. So, most young tal- 
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WHAT IS "PECHAYAN?" 
Thats the term for "Ада? in 
Lauren Dyogi, director of ABS 

expressed alarm over the teen 

tion with romantic affairs. “Нор 
ferent [relationship] dynamics 
yogi said. “We don't want to dw 

‘According to “Pinoy Big Broth 

Randy Dellosa, couplings are i 

they'd focus more on friendship! 

and a good foundation for roman! 
Dellosa corrected the imprese] 

Payawan—booted on Saturday, 

along with Joaqui Mendoza—h 

house to join his rumored girl 
housemate Niña Jose. “She was 
son,” Dellosa told Inquirer Enter 
terview. "Fred still wanted to stas 

Meanwhile, there's a budding 

Evans and Olyn Membian. 

Some problems can't be solvec 
Jamilla Obispo, Dellosa noted. 
if she misses her 11-month-ok 

needs to be reminded that she's 1 

her family—to help them financi 
Speaking of family, Dellosa s 

throws to housemates who сој 

"You may miss your family, but 

cause they see you on television 4 


Battle of sexes? 

Meanwhile, there seems to b. 
the now-famous house оп Мое) 

‘The boys suffered two losses 
were booted; Clare Cabiguin a 
eviction, were saved by text vore 

Оп air, Mikee Lee and Matt р 

yg depleted). 

ls intimidated by 
Joaqui,” Dellosa said. "The guy: 
the girls always thought he was a 

He said Fred, Joaqui, Clare a 
prepared for the worst. 

"They knew they were helples: 
viewers," Dellosa said. "I asked ч 
to project if they were evicted. T 
to remain the same." 

‘On Saturday, two more hor} 
house. Included in the nominees’ 
day were Matt, Mikee and Olyn. 

"The remaining housemates m 
for their regular counseling ses 
threshed out several issues. 

Dellosa surmised that. Bam RI 
two weeks ago had "corrected th 
attitude” and curbed violations « 


Rounp 


‘Poseidon’: Bottom] 
LOS ANGELES—IT WAS BOTTON 
as the cruise ship disaster remake 
Impossible I" from a second we 
бое, according to studio estimates 
"Mission: Impossible Ш" clun 
million take during an anemic N 
weekend that saw the Tom Crus 
cent from its opening weekend. 
Internarionally, "Mission: Imp 
other $37.3 million to bring its iv 
то$214 million (165.71 million ų 
"Poseidon," which reporte 
make, debuted in second place 
asa solid weekend opening or 52 
Estimated ticket sales for Frid. 
and Canadian theaters, accordii 
official trackers 
1) "Mission: Impossiblé Y." 
$20.3M; 3) "RV" $9.5M; 4) ut 


ick Tt,” $3.2M; 8) 
“Silent Hill,” $2.2M; 10) "Hoo. 


New ‘Prison Break’ 
DALLAS—Fox is bringing i aj 
Break” to the Metroplex, The vcl 
day said it wil begin filming Ц 
show on June 15 in the Dallas ar 

"Prison Break,” which wo v 
Award for new drama and 
follows Michael Scofield, à рп 
Wentworth Miller who gets his 
out his brother Lincoln Burrows 
was framed for 


which was sho 
has a home i 


wide variety of settings were a 


Wrong way 


FrompageAZ1 


vent them from coming int» the 
and appealing young stars. 


Feedback 

From Angelo A. Veluz ol Que 
“Da Vinci Code" movie should be 
it is an attack on the divini v 2 
Church itself И the movie is in 
serves greater scrutiny and cauti 
be even more disturbing than the 9 
ages are more powerful that wend 


“Cars” 
John Lasseters latest fl. °C 
long loves, the animated and aum] 
tor ofthe "Toy Story" movies 
naughty race car that gets а lesson. 
"Cars" is set in a world popular 
featuring the voice of Owen Wils 
hotshot rookie race car so oahi- 
through life without family and. 
stranded ina sleepy town, where h 
ing down and reassessing his poe 
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ig Brother's house. 
|CBN' reality show, has 
pousemates’ preoccupa- 
rully, well get to see dif 
in the coming weeks, 
on rushes.” 
"resident psychologist 
гухаре, "[But] 1 wish. 
which is longer-lasting 
[ic relationships." 
on that housemate Fred 
he third eviction night, 
hd wanted to leave the 
Ind and (earlier) evicted 
їс a strong enough rea- 
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From Hector Garcia (hig@rocketmail.com), FEEDBACK 
114 Gloria V Subd., Tandang Sora, QC: 

To those who want "The Da Vinci Code” banned 
EDA aI COS in the Philippines: Get a life! You should've asked 
maziem | forthe book t0 be banned inthe first place! What 

You thought the book wasn't worth banning because people don't 
read? They just warch movies and TV? Find something better and 
MISSION more meaningful to dol The movie i based on the book, and the book 
Я MPOSSIBLE 3 $s FICTION! FICTION! FICTION! Nothing in the book о 


GUARANTEED SEATS ї ‘change my faith! After 1 read and watch, its over! It’s entertainment, 
posse aras nan ane don't you get it?! 
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Gov't orders audit of tax credit certificates 


BIR blames increased 
, use of TCCs for shortfall 


|. For the last fve years the salos of motorcycles in the country have bean | 


INQUIRER MONITOR 

| Figures that mater in our nation's Ме 
Demand for motorcycles grows * 
(2001-2005) 


Going ub. The biggest increase was. i 2004 of about 44 percont - 
в Зоб nts were sold compared o 343,036 units in fne previous year. 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘The local industry forecasts that tha demand for motorcycles in the 


coming years would reach atisastone milion uns er year 


Crona азе. POI Research 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE HAS ORDERED AN AUDIT OF 


the volume of tax credit certificates (TCCs) issued by the govern- 
ment and the validity of credits claimed by businesses. 


ed by reports that 


collection shortfall in April was part 
the substantial increase in the use of TOCs by 
corporate taxpayers. 
"We need to know th 
floating and how this is all 
payers. We have to improve our database 
Mar- 


lier reported that it collected 

3 billion in taxes thus 

falling short of its P78.6-bilio for the 

month. The jency said its collectio 
f bythe 


Microsoft bullish Gov't privatization chief quits 


on RP to open 
Cebu office 


By Abigail. Ho 


CONTINUING TO POST STRONG GROWTH 
in the Philippine market, software giant Mi- 
crosoft Corp. will be opening a Cebu office in 
June, its first outside Metro Manila. 

‘The firm's Cebu office would initially have 
1012 employees, Microsoft Philippines man- 
aging director Antonio Javier said 

t would be headed by Magtanggol Bawal, 
previously Microsoft Philippines chief finan 

‘MICROSOFT 82 


damper 


THE KEY PERSON OVERSEEING THE 
sale of state-owned assets yesterday 
tendered his irrevocable and immedi- 
ate resignation, 

Jose АА. Bengzon Ill, the govern- 
mens chief privatization officer, yes- 
terday said he resigned with the inten- 
tion of going back to the private sector a 
and with the belief that he had already 
served his purpose 
Management Office 

Bengzon, who worked 
ing industry for 25 years, 
wanted to work as a mutual fond or 
securities fund manager, believed uo 
be a much lucrative job than his pre- 


vious stint in the PMO. 
He worke 

ties sales deparm 

Philippine islands (BPI) f 

years until 200 


and that 


The new BMW 520 Diesel. 


* The advantage of a refined BMW Diesel. 


‘dais ВИН b np ve Ws, an 
Fata 72605 Nash BMN 20G hua er Dean 
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* The soul of a sports car. 


Bengzon said he believed 
ду helped institute the needes 


he PMO has got- 
inventory of 


remittance of income taxes as many compa- 
nies used TCCs to settle part of their obliga- 
tions. 
Income tax collection by the BIR stood at 
only P48.5 billion, or 15-percent short of the 
puc 
"Teves said he has directed concerned agen- 
cies like the BIR to make an inventory of all 
TCCs issued in the past to s 
of an increase in tax-credit claims. He added 
cory would give authorities a ful 
how much tax credits should really 
‘ognized by the government 
"The BIR has also suggested putting a cap on 
GOV'T ORDERS/2 


all state-owned assets that the PMO 
could privatize, including their mar- 
ket value, thus making it easier for 
the government to go on with its pri- 


said he also instituted the cre- 
of committees for various major 


hances of being sold. 
Inder his tenure, the biggest gov- 
ernment asset sold was the shares in 
Philippine National Bank, which were 
sold to the Lucio Tan group for more 
than P8 billion. Of the amount, P2 bil 
lion went o the national governments 
соут/в: 
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STOCK MARKET 


Ge ck таи теролооРще В) 
Shares close higher 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.14-PE 
Gent higher yesterday, supported by 
asharpriein the budget surplus 
Tor hori whic bolstered confidence „è 
inthe counts fiscal postion, dealers said.“ 
Market reaction, however was relatively „ 
muted because investors have already fac- -4 
{ored in the positive data and remained wary. =- 
afer recent heavy losses in the region, they > ai 
said. 3 
Tho composite index was up 3.38 points al." 
246357 after trading between 2.455 05 and 
2.47902, Volume reached 3.17 billon shares. 
worth P! 53 bilion. Е 
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Meralco gets CPCNs for 11 
Metro cities, municipalities 


By Abigail L. Ho years from the issuance of the 
provisional authority, or from 
June 28, 2003, to June 27, 2028. 

These allow Meralco to con- 
struct, install, operate and main- 
tain electric ‘services in the 11 
Metro Manila cities and munici- 
palities. 

Tn handing down the CPCNS, 
the ERC considered certain indi- 
cators from 2002, including the 
number of power interruptions in 
the Meralco franchise area, the 
duration of these interruptions, 
as well as the distribution иу 
investment commitments to im- 
prove its service. 

According to Meralco docu- 


THE ENERGY REGULATORY 
Commission has made perma- 
ment the Manila Electric Сог 25- 
year provisional authority to pro- 
Vide electricity services in 11 
cities and municipalities within 
its franchise area. 

In an order dated March 23, the 
regulatory body gave Meralco сег 
tificates of public convenience and 
necessity (CPCNs) to provide ser- 
vices in Malabon, Manila, Pasay, 
Mandaluyong, Quezon Ciy, 
Caloocan, Makati, Parañaque, Las 
Piñas, Navotas and San Juan. 

The CPCNs are valid for 25 


the year 


that year. 


tions in that area, 


‘ments, which it submitted to the 
ERC in its application for CPCNs, 
customers in its franchise area 
suffered an average of nine inter- 
ruptions in 2002, with an average 
duration of 13 hours throughout 


Interruptions lasting less than 
five minutes occurred 21 times 


"To improve the reliability and 
quality of its service, Meralco 
committed P992 million in in 
vestments for its Pasay sector for 
eight years starting 2003. This 
amount bankrolled the develop- 
ment and expansion of substa- 


It also invested or committed 
to invest P992 million in Pasay, 
P107.7 million in Mandaluyong, 
15.4 million in Malabon, 461.5 
milion in Manila, P111.9 milion 
in Caloocan, P13.6 million in 
Navotas, P318.6 million in 
Parafiaque, P386.6 million in 
Quezon City, P160.4 million in 
las Piñas, P692.3 million іп 
Makati, and P7.5 million in San 
Juan. 

These investments are all ear- 
marked for the upgrade and ex- 
pansion of substations in those 
areas. Some have already been 
disbursed, while others are stillin 
the pipeline. 


7-11 operator trims losses to P18.6M 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez ly by franchise revenues—grew 
138 percent to P43.3 million in 
the first quarter 

"Total revenues from merchan- 
dise sold in the first quarter was 
slightly higher at P1.09 billion 
from P1.08 billion in the same pe- 
riod last year. 

The growth in revenues in the 
first quarter pales compared with 
last years first-quarter growth of 
31 percent. The decline was due 
to the lower growth in the num- 
ber of operating stores in the first 
quarter, 

‘Same-store monthly sales also 


PHILIPPINE SEVEN CORP, OP. 
erator of the biggest conve- 
nience store network in the 
country, trimmed its net losses to 
P18.6 million in the January-to- 
March period due to improved 
revenues from marketing, fran- 
chising and interest on invest 
ments, 

PSC operates the chain of 7-11 
stores in the country. 

Tn а financial report with the 
Philippine Stock Exchange, PSC 
said other income—driven large- 
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fell 0.6 percent in the first quarter 
due to the implementation of the 

value-added 
which had affected customers’ 


‘Commission income amount- 
ed to PB million, 21.3 percent 
Tower compared to same period 
last year. The decline in commis- 
sions was due to the prolifera- 
tion of retailers offering similar 


Operating expenses in the 
first quarter reached P395 mil- 
lion, 6.7 percent higher than the 
P370 million in the same period 


Gov't orders ... 


the amount of tax credits that any 
corporate taxpayer can claim for 


Merlinda Ordoyo, head of the 
BIRS Large Taxpayers Service, 
said the cap could beset at 25 per- 
cent of a firm's total tax credis 
‘This means that for any given tax 
period, a corporate entity can only 
tse 25 percent ofits total tax cred- 
їз as payment for its obligations. 
But she said the proposed cap- 
ping ofthe use of TCCs still need- 
ей approval by the DOR the BIR's 
head agency, and the Board of In- 


TCCs, which can be used to pay 
taxes, are instruments issued to 
companies belonging to indus- 
tries considered priority by the 


last year 

Personnel costs, utilities and 
rentals were still the major ex- 
penses ofthe company. 

In the first quarter, PSC ended 
with 270 stores, a 7-percent in- 
crease from last years 253 stores. 
During the quarter, 16 stores 
‘were renovated, 

PSC will open 34 stores in the 
next few months to complete its 
target of $0 additional stores this 
year 

Franchise stores stood at 98, 
accounting for 36 percent of total 
‘operating stores. 


FrompageBI 


government, such as the export 
Sector, as a fiscal incentive. These 
are also issued to firms that have 
tax refund claims 

Noticing ап increase in tax 
credit claims, Ordoyo said, the 
BIR was in fact asking some large 
taxpayers to defer the use of their 
TCCs because of its adverse im- 
pact on tax collection. 

She said TCCs could be used 
within five years upon the date of 
issue, and could be revalidated for 
another five years upon request. 

“We were personally asking tax- 
payers to delay the use of TCCs, 
But of course we did not have any 
legal backup to force them to do so 
because claiming tax credis is a 
right of taxpayers,” she said. 


Microsoft bullish on RP ... 


Frompage BI 
cial officer and finance manager for the Asia- 
Pacific region, he said. 

He said the decision to open a Cebu office 
followed the countrys consistently good per- 
formance compared with other Microsoft 
units in the region, 

For the company's fiscal 2006, which start- 
ed July 1, 2005, he noted that the Philippine 
піс posted an “exceptional” performance, 
‘with ‘its Windows business growing more 
than 10 times faster than the personal com- 
puter (PC) shipment rare. 

Javier said the Philippine arm had become 
the biggest Microsoft subsidiary in Southeast 
Asia in terms of revenue, but he declined to 
give decal 

Ta terms of head count, the local office also 
grew 80 percent this fiscal year, with Microsoft 
employees now totaling about 100, he said. 

‘Apart from wanting to support its consistent 
growth in the Philippines, he said the Mi- 
Crosoft Cebu office would be established to fur- 
ther strengthen the software giants foothold 
{nthe Visayas and Mindanao markets. 

"The Visayas and Mindanao markets are 
very important to our business, definitly con- 
tributing to the phenomenal growth that we 
have had in the current year alone," he said. 

"ith the competitive Cebu business cli 
mate and the many products that Microsoft 
as and will be releasing in the near future 
we thought it best to have a presence to sup- 
Port our customers and partners he added. 

Microsoft currently has around 2,000 part 
mers all over the country with some of its Mi- 
crosoft Gold Certified partners based in Cebu. 


EVEN EUER 
Gov't privatization ... 
From pago Bt 

coffers while the remaining P6 billion was the 
Share of Philippine Deposit Insurance Corp. 

Another major asser sold under his tenure 
was the real property of Manila Gas Corp, 
Which contributed P574 million to the nation- 
al government, The government was also able 
fo sell some of s real properties in Japan un- 
der his leadership. 

Other state assets thar are in the pipeline of 
privatization indude AbAmanah Islamic 
Bank, the former International School prop- 
erty in Makati City, shares in Maynilad Water 
Services Corp., and broadcast firms КАРМО 
andiBC-13. 

"its not easy selling government assets 
One has to be cree to be able to think of 
‘ways on how to make the assets attractive to 
buyers," he admitted, but added that he ex- 
peste other major assets o be sold within 
the year Michelle Remo 
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Homes 
posts 68% 
profit 
jump 


By Elizabeth L. 
Sanchez 


: й i R 
Еф Time to Reap Your Rewards 
Е. A " and Shop-Ail Year Round 
induere: ae te ` 1 There are many happy returns when you bank with BDO. After letting us 
for P22 million a year. find ways for their banking needs, these winners were awarded with SM 


ago due to lower gift checks for an ALL-YEAR FREE SHOPPING SPREE. 


În а disclosure ice 

filed with the Philip- E T T. BANKING HAS NEVER BEEN THIS REWARDING ! 
pine Stock Exchange, [cred " 

C&P Homes said the Deis Бя 

profit он was | usce io ric LIST OF WINNERS: 

пашу due tothede- Б 17 

cline in interest ex- ee Р : 3 GRAND PRIZE SECOND PRIZE 

penses to P13 milion г на .. P10000 monthiy for | year 75,000 monthly for | year 
From P21 milion last E $ 1. Bienvenido О. Quiñones 1. Zhangyong Wu 

year, | r 2. Prakash Chandani 
Streamlining mea- B 7. u ? 478 FIRST PRIZE рас Oo 

sues likewise re- \ 710,000 monthly for | year |. Adelina A Ferrer 


duced costs and ex- A 
penses to P235 mil- : E Сатата 


р d A X Eugene N. Lu 
lion this year from s ; Wandng Chen 
P241 milion last i d Pare joy E Ba 
year, the company [ H s j ; z 
added. s B 

However, net sales 
were flat at P225 mil- 
lion from last years 
P227 million. 

Interest income 
and miscellaneous 
income grew 7 per- 
cent due to an in- 
crease in collectibles 
from installment 
contracts, better col- 
lection efficiency and 
higher income from 
administrative fees 
related to housing. 

C&P Homes re 
cently raised its au- 
thorized capital stock 
to P7 billion from PS 
billion. The new capi- 
tal consists of 7 bil- 
lion common shares 
with a раг value of 
P1. The capital build- 
up forms part of the 
housing firm's capital 
and debt restructur- 
ing program. 

Tt was also aimed 
at enticing creditors 
to convert a portion 
of their claims into 
equity. 

‘C&P Homes said it 
was trying to resruc- 
ture $150 million in 
floating rate notes. Al- 
though the basie 
terms of the plan have 
been laid out, certain 
implementing details 
were stil to be con- 
firmed and finalized. 

C&P Homes said it 
continued to settle 
some of its obligetions 
through the sale of re- 
al estate properties 
and certain assets. it 
has also entered into 
swapping deals and 
joint-venture arrange- 
ments with its busi- 
mess partners to ser- 
vice some operating 
requirements 
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The government 
said the budget sur- 
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expenses. (See story Р ; : б 
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"There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will give me on that Day." 

2 Timothy 4:8 

(UP Law Class of 1935 and wife of the late Judge Julian E. Lustre) 


Passed on peacefully to eternal life | HUDSON O. CHUA 


on May 16, 2006 at the age of 94. (July 11, 1966 - May 13, 2006) 


Her children, Jose and Delia Melliza (Pong and Del), Alicia (Tita), | Peacefully joined our Creator on May 13, 2006 
‘Aurora and Deogracias Estrella Jr. (Baby and Bong); her grandchildren, at the age of 39. 


Maridel, Rose, Anne, and Lynne Lustre, Mia and Rico Azicate, Rachel 


and Jojo Clemente, Macky Estrella, Cookie and Aldo Gonzales, and her : SN 
great grandchildren, Samantha, Jessica, and Gabriel; her living sister His mother Chua Shong Hui; loving wife 


brother and in-laws Aurea and Horacio Velazco (Auring and Acio), Angel Aurora; children Alec Jayson, Jana Alyson & 
and Virginia Centeno (Angel and Virgie), thank and request prayers from Kobe Bryson; brothers and sisters, brothers- & 
relatives and many friends who brought her laughter and deep joy, comfort sisters-in-law, aunts, nephews, nieces, cousins, 
in illness and spiritual resolve, in her long and selfless journey in this life. | other relatives and friends request the pious 
readers to join them in prayers for his eternal 
happiness in heaven. 


Her remains lie at the mortuary of the Hearts of Jesus and Mary Parish 
Church located at Daily Mirror corner Bulletin St., West Triangle, Quezon à : 
City. The funeral mass will be held at 10:00 AM on Sunday, May 21, His remains lie in state at Superior Chapel, La 
2006. Cremation will follow at the Loyola Crematorium at 1:00 PM. Funeraria Paz, Inc., С. Araneta Avenue, Quezon 
Interment will take place at the mortuary of the parish church immediately | City. 

after cremation. 


Necrological service will be held on May 19, 2006, 
In lieu of flowers, donations to the || Friday, 3:00 p.m. at the chapel. 
GAWAD KALINGA school for. children will be appreciated. > 


Interment is on May 20, 2006, Saturday at Manila 
Memorial Park, Parafiaque City at 9:00 a.m. 


oct zA XY Ww For your Classified Ads 
“My soul, be at rest in God alone from whom 2 У А requirements, call our 
a Classifieds Advertising 
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IF comes my hope." ~ Psalm 62:6 


карера ee Ros Pa re XE 
po n eto облак 6072505 807-8425 
of Tanza, Cavite and Batangas Cty gre Сан) 
cupao: eras to 11 (Area 
Peaceful joined his Creator on Tuesday ыбылы snc Det UAR (ar 
16th of May 2006 at the age of 68. South Lawin Ave., Philam Homes, Quezon 811-4370 а 
His beloved wife Lourdes Aquino Alarca; children Rosalind, Jovie | аек Loyola Memorial Park, а килу = осы S 
and Colet, Grace and Elmer, Vicky. Papong and Joanne. | MEGAMALL : 635-0219; 635-0 
дсген. Josue, Suna and Зар sanc Pl ала Башк: 
Selves and sateen lav, пере ив ani мезо, oer ois 
эта елде request even prayer and special petitions Tor We 
Ep see un 


His remains lie in state at the Mortuary, Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception, Batangas City. 


Ly, Interment will take place on Saturday, 20 May 2006 following the c] 
1100 pm. Holy Mass E 
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Now peacefully rests in the infinite IS aah бо aoe. 
Grace and Goodness of the Lord atthe age of 72. mone асно дото пр 
His wife Rizalina, children Ma. Carmela & Jesus Antonio, Juan Carlos, стел 


шо of расло, 
grandchildren Jeremy Michael, Jessica Marie and Jamie Margaret, Relatives and (Sod) RUDY в. CARA 
Friends request the Pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his вош. a eri 


a eere e e aida. | on pages 


Funeral Mass at Loyola Memorial Chapel O, Guadalupe, Makati City A14 & B5 
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Agents get together to give kids new lease on life: 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2006 


H 1 1 Ringen nother ` 
Gift of Life grants free heart surgery to less fortunate children ыо: 
JOHN. WAYNE VILLANUEVA ebai o i 
Vend as healthy as any ater e Beanlal tracy ofthe OFWs - 
SS ee Due — =} waybelorethen with huge smiles = hisis to make sure that te hard- 
Mei e oe ay uid weed tie aye cee cnet money of ipis Oremus 
A Uy breathing beare ehem барам үн, am pu pid we n de Pil 
Mead probleme wb s ber wh panel йк корап, Mie pies rahe dan ариине. 

tar баш о e sit of Le" Жаы ктен We mida Wee Unbn aloes tat ks 
getan tit rc Ms bet а edem. ^ ^ vui Pipes be more fun 
‘surgery, he now runs around and The children should be certi- cially responsible considering that 
баа ee manng aie Guessing De Ийри E de Gd Biggest 

He is one of the growing number sickness and in dire need of finan- receiver of remittances from abroad. 
б< eri Meme fr hem t quiy ^ Studies akow turas many al 
СЕ апр бн деп ойу 2400 Flips lame to work 
ire Venen nn Fundacion ‘gen ну V Une in abroad ery da. 

"ae cile most of whom а "Ries cm Weser Union? 
have congenital heart problems, sibility of tapping the Filipino expa- participates in the pre-departure 
were able to get operated on for triate community in other countries, seminars organized by the gov- s 
free largely due to the combined. such as in Singapore, for fundstoex- ernment to help give them an 
effort of the four local agents of pand the “Gift of Life" program. idea of what to expect when they 
tones eris we кс Ia at иитии. 

[ee wh eal [ | hom Mints toad would be. Wile that program ie being 
pg al as much Ands as LT ema eser tees С л 


cries, and every dollar they raised titer cdm = € To,  thecommunity” Riingensays. Philippines looks forward to con- 
as matched by Western Union Wester Un rketing manager Chelo Trapaga, and Gift of Life International chair Robert Donno- Westem Union knows ts market tinue being part of the program to 


Foundation. Services, M. Lhuillier and Universal areas to encourage relocation to body gets affected,” Riingen says. abroad intimately since the bulkofits give less fortunate Filipinos a 
undation. section lst Decem- Эше Services are no longer places in the province that are "The parens do not get to work ciensareFlpins working oveneas new lease on life. 

defen ан ет compen butman o [ess prone to deadiy landslides andtheexpensesforotie children sending part of tex money bakt As Samuel and Faine, ут 

theirown bringing thefirst fundto Westem Union Philippines In other countries, the agents are diverted to the siek child” their loved ones in the Philippines. Wayne's parents, say, they are tru- 

$124,000, which was enough to county director Patricia Riingen workontheirownindividualpro. “That is why these operations inci aii ly indebted to the Gift of Life for 

‘cover 62 operations $ saysitisonlyinthe grams, which are nevertheless make areal differens in tn ives bid енд ы “ШЕ their son's life. 

ft an average cost of Pilippines whee supported by Westem Union of the family” Riingen adds. ет Union estimates that ^ "I hope that they continue with 

$2,000 each. CORPORATE the different agents Foundation. She adds that there is such a nine of 10 ofits transactions involve their por so that they can 
"The cost is limited CiTIZEN ‘work together on RM sense of fulfillment when the moneycomingintothePhilippines, help more people,” Samuel says 

to the medicine and. common projects. Beneficiaries people involved leam that the op- as opposed to going out. in Filipino. 

ane acc ecedues because Aside from the Gift of Life, for The foundation was atiracied erations went on smoothly and 

the doctors and the hospitals usu- instance, the agents again got to- tO the Gift of Life project first that the children were we 


ак damm ad ee inne t D CC EE D! TE 
GUARANTEED 
V 0 


Devofthe'GiffLie"progam. help the landslide victims im ofPemetbecauseitismotonlythe — Ittakes about 30 days forthe 

Tn caring for these skk chidren Guinsaugon Southerh Leyte. child who benefits from the heart children to recover fully from 

with no hope of raising the money Тһе money will be used to surgery, but the family as мей. heir major open-heart surgeries, 
Wither owm, Pemer, EBiz Financial build schools outside the hard-hit “When а child gets sick, every. although they are up and about 

Open a PSBank Prime Time Deposit now! 

* Affordable for a minimum of PhP 50,000 
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Get it now at any 
PSBank branch. 
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Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
Ram Bet ке Sn Li Se Psy Cy Mes rn Pipes 
apes toh EE fce Cin бз: 

Кай rne иә Мена om pa quit 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


SUPPLY & DELIVERY OF PEZA FORMS 
(2* à 5" Quarter 2006) 

1. The PHUPPNE ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY РЕЈ) tes Coane Bug lr 
те CY 2s rcs mappe sum of PP 2.863438 ben De Approved But ar 
e Cana UC 1 payers wa бе солуна for Те Spy nó Dey а PEZA 
Fons Bes исм к excess ABC shat te маотойсйу брава Ве nem, 
The PEZA o ides seed Bs on eg Bis tor бе Кона GOODS: 
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Banks given more time to clean up Dosri loans 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE MONETARY BOARD HAS GIVEN BANKS fomno gm -impot Permit 


Jean up their portfolio ofl Ж Fom Ns аи т, 
тоге time to clean up their portfolio of loans E fonts gn 
and other credit extended fo directors, offi- EB лүн 
Gers and related interests (Dosr), which are TEA кеш EE aopean a Perma Бер бю 
not backed by collateral. Philippine National Bank Me ш 
"The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas said in a RDT 
statement yesterday that з policy-making : omit BE ЗА um 1o Se Ene 
Bady had approved the extensión for another NOTICE OF ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS' MEETING Мы Gots те Com ию 
year, or up to April 9, 2007, of the transitory wy eed us 
provisions of a two-year old circular that tight- Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of Stockholders of the Philippine 
Ened the rules and regulations on Dos Nationa! Bank wil be held on Мау 30, 2008 at 2:0 am. at he Вайгоот, Upper Lobby, ‘ery tim GOODS ed vitis e б dyson duo reest l 
"Under the eransitory provisions, sanctions | Century Park Hotel, 699 Pablo Ocampo Sr. St, Malate, Manila. [7-15 аи EE M 
for noncompliance with the Dosri rules shall Еее АВ auis MES eec ЕА 
mot apply to outstanding loans, other credit ac- Deci t s eset ee ener Ric ed Regi Pan 
аа арены зн рачай SGN алые а ТЫ RA it, corse om as то Goran 
Considered as Dosri accounts for wo years. 4. Callto Order LEAL een 
айа ике di allowed not to dedet un 1 Sécsays Prot ы Notes ard Quon быс щщ 
e кча — Ы Ж = Dm aarp oni apse росы разва 
seared Do ocn боп thelr eapi & Aprova 9 te Mes th 205 er Sect’ Миа held nra сш: um 
The папас provisions would have ex Report of the President on the Results of Operations for the Year 2005 оше d pr reese C) prima m 
pie us Ap 9 bt е BSP ud the dead- ратует уннан Sema ae A De ты stet cH 
Fine was extended to "provide banks with Atrei ofthe Amendment to the Amended By-Laws (vansfer of the Sesto Вова ements bain Ce Lc 
more time within which to manage their port- Poulton, powers and duties ofthe Chairman of he Board in Sections 6:1 deemed baa utens ote рака The come al on be 
folio of secured Dosri loans, other credit ac- ‘and 6.3, Artide VI captioned "Officers" to Section 5.4, Article V captioned 
commodations and guarantees.” 
"The General Banking Law of 2000 limits 


beans ae Cat ene B.C тр em med 
L- E dg ne pot iensen кете 
"Board of Directors) е an to fo PEZA and inspect е Вай 
Ratifcaion of A! Acts, Resolutions and Proceedings of the Board of E ым ен Ма АЁ эл в Cip Mad i Fry. 
banks’ Dosri exposure to an amount equiva- Directors and Corporate Officers since the 2005 Annual Stockholders 
Jentto the borrowers deposits and book value Meeting 


Апо v ing Documents may be purchased by Heri Drs kom 11 1025 
Жү fos, 500 am. 1 р, Mendapa o Frays hom D ais bem upon 
of their paid-in contribution in the bank. B. Election of Directors ай cond copy d DEE GEPS Condensed peor 
‘This sas long as unsecured loans and other 8. — Appointment of External Auditor 
Dosti credit accommodations and guarantees 40. Other Matters 


lagen payent d a tonis e п те amour d no Вазава Pesos On 
{PoP fando The meiodoipayeet wi be caisson The Duong Dae 

do not exceed 15 percent of its total loan port- fi. — Adjournment 

folio or 100 percent of its net worth, whichev- 


Sat be vce pesnoly yb ринде од os utor seta. 
Tie PEZA wi мй а Pre Bé Corfrence apon tal red pris on 01 une 2008 
Pop ите б“ ix Socl ak, PEZA sung Пота, Boderad coer San Lus 
eris ower. Minutes of the 2005 Annual Stockholders’ Meeting as well as resolutions of the 
Previously, the BSP tightened the Dosri | Board of Directors from May 25, 2005 will be available for examination during office 
guidelines to curb excessive credit exposure | hours atthe Office of the Corporate Secretary. 


Serene. 
Вз od egy requrements must be dered з е dares below оп e bae 
that could trigger bank failures. 
Specifically the MB expanded the coverage 


Wagen d lao 209%. Mi Dos mos te acompaned a б vot Be lam. 
SS Sm Bena in me anu ci a ss man 23, те ABC or m n fm ash 
euet ca. case's ced Dark бза о recie er of et o amu of 
Sells tan cie ASC La Ds sl at be scrpd 
of Dosri endings, particularly with regards to Dig teon лай и Ора ne FS TEM) 
“related interests” and likewise imposed stiff ‘Rows vi coner San Lus S Pasay Cay, Bids wit te ned st Ho presence oi 
sanctions against violators. 

‘One of the sanctions identified by the BSP 
is the restriction or prohibition on the bank 
from declaring dividends until the outstand- 


[Bases пресслари wo choos poet 
ing loans and other credit accommodations 


The Agenda for the meeting is as follows: 


Only stockholders of record as of May 2, 2006 will be entitled to notice and vote 
at this meeting. Registration wil begin at 6:00 a.m. 


if you cannot personaly attend the meeting. you may designate your authorized | | +. ressent аква есч mmc 
representative by submitting a PROXY to the Office of the Corporate Secretary not later ba rese on a ты matang фу 
eats P May 25, 200. Any prones so received ий Бе vated оп Мау 26, | | "^ Ds enamn deserunt netter neng aN шн 
2006, 9:30 a.m., at the Office of the Stock Transfer Agent at Alied Bank Center, 6754 т 
Ayala Avenue, Makati Cit 

ad been reduced within the prescribed ceil- | ^*^ o 
ings. 

With the tighter regulations, the BSP wants 
big borrowers to instead tap the domestic 
capital market to secure their funding re- 


quirements. 


Pasay City, March 24, 2008 
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GCash and RBAP strengthen 
mobile banking partnership 
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RP expects upgrade 
in rating to ‘positive’ 
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MAY 18,2006 


| Government banking on VAT collection 


oet ony Peisicarin, Merofrca and Biking Special 
сео tend Roter Wuere. REAP president 


By Doris C. Dumlao 

THE PHILIPPINES EXPECTS CREDIT RATING 

agencies to upgrade their sovereign credit rating. 
| on the Philippines to "positive" from “stable” by 

the last quarter of this year or early next year 
А “positive” outlook means that the Philip- 
| Pine government—currently rated at two 
notches below investment grade by Fitch, three 
notches below by Standard & Poor's and four 
notches below by Moody’s—has a big chance of 
getting a credit rating upgrade in two years. 

"hs long as there's по fiscal slippage, that's 
the key (to a positive outlook), Renato 
Pizarro, the government's chief investor rela- 
tions officer said yesterday after meeting 
with a visiting mission from S&P 

“All the indicators that are coming out are 
positive and there are no controversial issues 
on the political front," he said. 

‘A sovereign credit rating reflets the agencies’ 

sew on the ability and willingness ofa govemment 


GCash makes mobile banking history 
once morel Following the successful 
rollout of Text-A-Paymen, a pioneering 
|; mobile micro-finance service that enables 
the remote payment of monthly loan 
amortzations, G-Xchange, Ine. (who 
| owned subsidiary of Globe Telecom) 
expands its longstanding partnership with 
the Rural Bankers Association of the 
“Philippines (КВАР) and its USAI 
|isupported Microenterprise Access to 
‘Barking Services (MABS) Program, with 
‘he implementation of the services eash- 
(ап and cash-out or Palitan C. 
{transactions in select member banks. 
I "In a move recently approved by the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, КВАР 
member banks can now be accredited as 
GCash Palitan Centers, BSP 


‘endorsement has enabled pat 
banks to facilitate domest y the other hand, get to 
transfers and international remittance and derive additional revenue 
ansacions through the GCash service GCash driveñ payment and remittance 
platform, This platform also allows them transactions 
Tosceepe mobile payments ForanyGCash According to 
partner institution, such as utility 
Companies, insurance firms, schools and 
retail merchants. 
The real-time capabilities 


an ideal mobile bankin 

‘Darks and their cients This is particuatly are working towa 
convenient for micro and small-scale is 
entreprencurs who no longer have to 
travel for banking transactions аз they 
сап now even psy their bills buy and sel 
produces and services, and perform cad 


making GCash 


is contribution to the greater 


Of a simple text message whi 
states Eala. | 


Partners in Development 
possibilities in the acar бое, sch as 
ch lows 
tank account anime, 
have succesful undergone pl 
Фрей upon approval by BSP 
Тг физ on how to been an accedi 
partner mean, etd rural banks = 
2968/72 of send an етй o Двара 


representing 185 outlets 

Gh partiers These include Agri Business Bank, Bangko 
Kabayan, Bangko Luzon, Bangko Mabuhay, Bank of Fiorda, 
Cantilan Bank, FICO Bank, First Community Bank, First 
Macro Bank, 1 Valley Bank, Gateway Business Bank, GM 
Bank, Greenbank, PRBank, Rang-Ay Bank, Rural Bank of 
San Enrique, Rural Bank of Abucay, Rural Bank of Cauayan, 
Rural Bank of Cotabato, Rural Bank of Jaen, Rural Bank of 
|| Victorias, Saranggani Rural Bank, Upland Rural Bunk of B 
|] Dalaguete and New Zambales Rural Bank 

ВАР partners can look forward to more GCash. 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—AT LEAST 16 MIN 
| danao cities under the Transparent and Ac- 
countable Governance (TAG) project funded 
by the Asia Foundation and the United States 
‘Agency for Intemational Development (US- 
AID) have reported a significant improvement 
in their delivery of services. 
During the second conference held here last 
week, officials of the TAG cities said they have 
recorded a notable improvement in their mar- 
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ministration, health, and procurement systems. 
The TAG project implemented by the 


рев | League of Cies of the Philipines (LCP) aims 
ADPRBants | ko promote transparency and accountability 


4 ® |. through reforms in beneficiary-cties. 
Рени Te has been going оп for the past seven 
“ mee EM) months in the cities of Zamboanga, Ozamiz, 

T | Oroquieta, Malaybalay, Koronadal, Tacurong, 


General Santos, Surigao, ligan, Samal, Dapi- 


) xim 


® 


to meet its debt obligations in full and on time. 

Pizarro said it was too soon to expect an ith: 
mediate revision in sovereign credit rating out.» 
ook after this particular visit from S&R noting. 
the Philippines would still have to establish a, 
trend of good value added tax collections. 

"We have to show more resolve on the fis- 
cal sector he said. 

Asked when the Philippines was likely tp. 
see a further improvement in debt rating out 
look, Pizarro said: "Maybe toward the end-óf, 
this year or early next year” 2 

He said a revision in the outlook to positive 
‘would be inevitable once the government sus- 
tains VAT revenue collections for nine months: 

He said this would indicate whether the 
full-year targets would be met. 2 

"jn the first few months, our deficit numbers, 
"were good. Is a good anchor for saying that 
probably well be more confident that down the 
Toad, we'll meet our fiscal targets. The most crit- 
ical is the VAT collection," he explained. 


| 16 Mindanao cities improve 
service delivery, experts say 


tan, Butuan, Dipolog, Panabo, Marawi and 
Cotabato. 

Zamboanga City, for example, posted а 
295.03 percent increase in revenues from 
about P995,000 last year to P29.5 million this 
year when they implemented reforms. 

‘The procedural reforms undertaken in- 
cluded the reduction in the number of hours 
for business permits and licensing processing, 
introduction of a one-stop shop business pro- 
cessing, printing of procedural handbooks 
and "other client-friendly innovations." 

Dapitan, which focused on improving its 
public market and bus terminal, reported a 27 
percent increase in revenue collection. 

General Santos, the first of the 16 TAG 
cities to print a procedural handbook, has re- 
ported positive results in its management of 
the General Santos City Hospital. Aquiles Zo- 
nio, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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The Ford 2006 Expedition Eddie Bauer. Unparalleled power, style and luxury in а fullsize SUV. See it at any Ford dealer nationwide 
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PIGEON with Date. 
Puree and Tajine 
‘of Vegetables 


PLEASE ENLIGHTEN ME. WHAT 15 А 
Michelin star chef? 
MARIO 

Here, Mario, is Part 2 ofthe May 11 column 
and the answer to your question. 

‘The first Michelin Guide was a French 
guide on cars, car maintenance and places 
‘where those traveling cross-country can dine. 
and lodge. Initially distributed for fre, it re- 
leased its first edition in 1900. 

The guide was the brainchild of André 
Michelin who, together with his brother, later 
figured out that nothing given free would be 
taken seriously. So they decided it must be 
sol 

"The 1926 edition started the "stars" rating 
to indicate which establishments served fine. 
cuisine. The two and three stars were eventu 
ally added in 1930. Thus began the by-now-fa- 
mous red book, actually a change from the 

original blue. Green 
guides exist as well, 
Dut these are mainly 
in France and its re- 
sions, 


Twelve 

Today there are 12 
guides for hotels and 
restaurants that cov- 
er countries such as 
Benelux, Italy, Ger- 
many, Spain and Por- 
tugal, Switzerland, 
the United Kingdom 
and Ireland, the 
"Main Cities of Burope," and, as of 2006, New 
York City as well as a specific guide to France. 

‘The Michelin guide is an annual publica- 
tion. To keep its standards, those who review 
establishments revisit them every 18 months 
or so, It uses a three-star system for recom- 
mending sights—three is "worth the 
two, "worth a detour" one, “interesti 

For restaurants, one star is given to “a very 
good restaurant in its category" two stars for 

excellent cooking, worth a detour” and three. 
stars for “exceptional cuisine, worth a special 
Journey.” 

‘The guide's gastronomic ratings have be- 
come the most famous and influential in the. 
world. They are taken very seriously by chefs. 
‘The title/raring is given only to a very select 
few. The addition or loss of a star can mean a 
difference in sales that run in the millions of 
Euros. 

‘A rated restaurant becomes a food Mecca 
for gourmands, with reservations made 
months in advance, if one should even be so 
lucky to get a booking. Its chef is a culinary 
demigod. 

In the world of haute cuisine, and especial- 
lj to the French, a rating from Michelin or its 
rival, the equally prestigious Gault Millau, is 
equivalent to the chef's worth in gold. A loss 
of a star or, for the Gault Millau, a point is 
such a disgrace that, in the case of prominent. 
French chef Bernard Loiseau, the master be- 
hind the renowned restaurant Cote d'Or in 
Saulieu in Burgundy, death was a better op- 
tion. Rumors continue to fuel debate if it was 
the Gault Millau or the Michelin that made 
him opt to end his life. 
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ICONIC 3-star Michelin chef Philippe Legendre 
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Cooking is truly 
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about leaving 
a piece of one's self 
in his food, the food 
becoming him and 
he, his food 


MAGRET 
‘of Duck Glazed 
with Honey 
and Pistachios 


‘ond surprises with | 
Storsruck’s 1 

‘Charming Chinita's | 
fan's day. 
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DREAMS |. 


Get a world-Class Culinary Diploma from АЛСА, in only 9 months and ear the option 
to complete an Internationally accredited Bachelor's Degree! 


Ё 
i 


Diploma in international Culinary Arts 
fessional Kitchen Management. 


internationally accredited Bachelor's 
Degree major in Culinary Arts. ins. 
oll 


» Covering ай regions & toples of the 
culinary word nan eficient month 
lime кате 

› 0% Hands-On w! High Quality & High 
Content 


э Choose fem a Major in Entrapreneurship; 
Business Adminstration or Tourism xÙ 

› Acquire an imamallonaly accredited: 
Bachelor's Degree from he Center for y 
Intemational Education & Cambridge, 
Intemational Examinations 


» Slat working in loss than 9 months s 
» Be a partot an axculusive 14 student dass: Ч 


$ Ве a part ofan exculusive 4 student class 


Thee are ony 14 slots per class so applicants must register immediately Registration pedis бот ^ 
May 23 Tuesday ) May 27 (Saturday) 


“Educating Tomorrow's Global Filipino Chef 
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By Butch Pajarillo 
Contributor 


IT HAS BECOME A SORT OF ICON 
for Filipino food lovers. And if the 


LIFESTYLE 
Linking the regions through food 


influx of old and new patrons in its 
branches is an indication of suc- 
cess, Gerry Grill is definitely on 
top ofthe hill. 

"The joint has come a long way 


since founder Geny Apolinario 
opened the first. Gemys Grill 
branch on Feb. 14, 1997 on Tomas 
Morato comer Eugenio Lopez Av- 


years after, with 17 | 
branches ‘nationwide, | 
Gerry's Grill sil pulsates И 
with excitement, as it 


Complete your collection of Corelle's 
selected floral patterns at great savings. 
Now untll May 81, 2000. 


guum 


| 
| 


Robingons 


Robin re 


enue im Quezon City Now, eight continues to polish to 
perfection the art of good 


food. 

Asked what he thinks 
of the company's steady 
success, бету Grill mar- 
keting manager Francis 
R. Villaluz says he be- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


linking the Philippines through 

food. 

at we offer is a good cross 
section of the best dishes in the 
Philippines and if (somebody 
from) one region can appreciate а 
dis from another region then, in a 
‘way, the food has become instru- 
mental in transcending cultural 
and ethnic boundaries," he says 

Whatever province of the Philip- 
pines one comes from, food lovers 
Yalta ndar Genea indebi 
f home that he or she misses 
Aside from its continual quest for 
excellence, this element might be 
ane of the reasons Gerry decided 
to cater to Filipinos abroad. 

‘Two branches of the restaurant 
arescheduled ro open in the United 
States soon: The istis in Sun Fran- 
cisco, tentatively scheduled to be 
inaugurated in December The sec- 
‘ond US branch is in Los Angeles, 
due to open in February next year 


Search continues 

Stagnaney is a word that does 
not exist in the Gerry's Grill vocab- 
Мату Villaluz says Apolinario is al- 
ways on the lookout for new ways 
of improving and expanding their 
product line, deriving inspirations 
from his trips all over the Philip- 
pines and abroad. 

In addition to its original best 
sellers such as sizzling sisig, beef 
karekare, crispy pata, inihaw na 
pusit and lechon kawali, бепуз 

| Gril has started offering a new line. 
оё delectable dishes like Tahong a 
1а Pobre, Spicy Hal-shelled Mus- 
sels tossed in garlic and oil 
Adobong Puso Rice, rice wrapped 
ү Teaves mixed with chick- 


xi baked halfshelled. scallops in a 


E 


nipa tasen, 
ARD MS 
саи 


spreading over 
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PINAIS 
ла Alimasag 


special sauce topped with garlic 
and melted cheese; Steamed Pla- 
pla, pla-pla steamed served with 
garlic and butter sauce, topped 
with fresh leeks; Bagnet, crispy 
fried pork belly served with fresh 
onions and tomato salad, fish ba- 
goong on the side; Bagoong Rice, 
plain boiled rice flavored with local 
Fish bagoong and dried tiny 
shrimps; Crab Rice, boiled rice fla- 
vored with fresh crabmeat; Veggie 
Rice, fresh mixed vegetables stir- 
fried with plain boiled rice. 


High standard 

Асбепуз Grill product develop- 
mentis just the beginning of a te- 
dious proces, The chain maintains 
avery high standard when it comes 
to the consistency of the taste and 
flavor ofits dishes. Ies no easy feat 
whenyoure talking abou 120 di 

feren items, 

Next to great food, itis probably 
the ambiance that continually 
draws the crowd to Gens. The 
‘company believes dining must ulti- 
mately and truly be a relaxing ex 
perience. The place is inviting and 
ос at ай inimidaing—a formula 
that has worked well for them 
through the years, with Gerry's go- 
ing beyond 15 expected target 
market of barkadas unwinding af- 
ter a hard days work to families 
sharing quality time over lunch or 
dinner 

‘Getty’ Grills local branches are 
оп Tomas Morato, QC; Bicutan, 
Parafaque; Alabang; Jupiter 
Steet, Makati, Glorietta, Makati; 
Insular Life Building, Майа; Libis, 
QC; Blue Wave, Manila; Malate, 
Mania; Marikina; Subic; Baguio, 
Lucena; Greenhill, San Juan; 
Batangas; Pampanga; and Cebu. 
call 201011 
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THE FLOURLESS Chocolate. 
Cake ва must-try. 


A 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Coffee serves Cup of 
Excellence awardees. 


—1 


Award-winning brew 


SAN FRANCISCO COFFEE DRAWS FROM ITS 
25 years of experience to offer a package of 
famed coffee and commitment to customer 
satisfaction that has turned it into one of the 
leaders init field, 

San Francisco Coffee serves some of the Cup 
of Excellence award-winning coffee beans, as 
‘well as a wide variety of specialty coffees to 
Suit individual preferences. 

Its 25 years of experience in establishing 
and maintaining dean and well-managed ге 
tail outlets has made it one of the fastest grow- 
ing companies in Asia. The coffee chain has 
opened branches in Malaysia, Hong Kong, Sin- 
Zapore and Tolgo, aside from Manila 


San Francisco Coffee is now serving the lim- 
ited-edition Coffee Colombian roast that has 
received the Cup of Excellence award, 

"The award selects the best coffee each sea- 
son to recognize small farmers for the quality 
of their crop. 

Philippine franchise holder of San Francisco 
Coffee is Hot Business Ventures Inc., headed by 
managing directors Felix and Katrina Limeao 
co and operations manager Suzanne Fortes. 

Visit Sam Francisco Coffee branches at 
Greenbelt 4, Somerset Olympia along Makati 
Avenue, Net ] Building in Fort Bonifacio, 
Robinson's Ermita, Asian Development Bank 
Building in Ortigas, and in Libis, Quezon City 


| REGGIE ASPIRAS IS STARTING HER BUFFET 
Series featuring easy yet delicious recipes. 
The class includes chalfing dish presenta- 
tion, 

May 19: Pot Roasts, four different recipes 
(all new) Classic Pot Roast with Pilaf, Garlic 
Loaded with Garlic Boursin Creamed Pota- 
toes, Italian Style with Fresh Pasta with 
Parmesan and Butter, Oriental with Noodles. 

‘May 20: Fondue in your home plus other 
Swiss and Geman favorites—Fondue: 
Cheese & Beef Fondue with Classic Sauces; 
Racette Buffet; Spareribs and Sauerkraut; 
Viener Schnitzel with Spaetzel; German Pota- 
to Salad; Bavarian Cream with Strawberries. 


Easy recipes for buffet 


May 22: Gata (ай new)  Kare-kare sa Gata 
with Guisadong Bagoong, Guinatzang Ta- 
long, Guinataang Bulaklak ng Saging, Perfect 
Lechon Kawali with Guinataang Kalabasa 
Sauce, Fred Hito with Homemade Balo- 
Balao, Cassava Bibingka. 

May 24: Wasabi—Phyllo Spring Rolls, Ти- 
na Tartar with Wasabi Cream Sauce & Salsa 
Fresca, Crab Tempura with Caviar Wasabi, 
Cream Stir-fried Shrimp in Wasabi Butter, De- 
licious Angus Roast Beef with Honey Wasabi 
Crust, Wasabi Fried Rice, Salmon Belly with 
‘Sweet Miso Wasabi Sauce, Wasabi Potatoes, 
Dessert 

Call 9289296, 9273008 or 6335162. 


TARTEau Citron 


а symphony . 


Icons 

A total of 11 stars twinkled in 
Singapore. ОЁ the 11, I had the 
privilege of cwinkling with three, 
Jabeled "Iconic Chef” at the World 
Gourmet Summit, three-star 
Michelin chef Philippe Legendre 
of Le Cinq, Four Seasons’ Georges 
V in Paris, and one-star Michelin 
chef Kevin Thornton of Thornton's 
Restaurant in Ireland, Their 
restaurants are а must-try, at least 
oncein your М. had the chance 
to attend their workshops, watch 
them in action, learn from them, 
‘as well as feast on their creations 

Legendre's menu—Dublin Bay 
Prawns with Coriander Fricassee, 
‘Old Parmesan Cheese Lasagna; Pi- 
geon with Date Puree and Tajine 
of Vegetables; Creamy Chocolate 
Mid-Biner with Cocoa Sor 
bet—mirrored his very being. He 


imental, 


‘Cooking is truly about leaving a 
piece of ones self in his food, the 
food becoming him and he his 
food. The master and his work can. 
never be divided, never separated. 

1 recall very few occasions 
where 1 actually take bird bites, 
‘This time around 1 caught myself 
doing just chat. Iso desired for he. 
dining experience to go on, if had 
it my way forever! 

Simply put, dining with such 
culinary greats is all about the ex- 
perience, the flavors and the sub- 
Че sensations. Their cuisine seems 
to be just right all of the time, Not 
опе flavor overpowering the other, 


IT'S TIME FOR HER TO GO TO 
SCHOOL. 


With Hetrobank’s CASH2GO, your credit card becomes instant cash. Just fi out a form at any Metrobank 
branch and you can enjoy instant funds with a low interest rate per month! 
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Where style meets substance 


SAUTEED King Scallop 


Masters serve 


image of him; his plates hand- 
painted with dried fruit and veg- 
etable powders accentuated with 
gold and silver dust. Thornton's 
cuisine so prominently shows his 
passions for life, art, photography, 
forall things whimsical and exper 


not one ingredient out of place, 


never quite 


ће has been, people who inspire 
him and ingredients at seasons 
prime—and he brings out the best 
in hem. 

‘The playful and artistice Irish- 
man Thomon whipped up 
Sauteed King Scallop, Sugar Snap 
Peas, Squid Ink Sauce; Magret of 
Duck Glazed with Honey and Pis- 
tachios, Braised Red Cabbage, Jas- 
mine Sauce; Tarte au Citron, 

His food was a picture-perfect 


КЕРУ, 


Кз 


other. 


tine. 


' 


DUBLIN Bay Prawns with Coriander 
Fricassee, Old Parmesan Cheese. 
Lasagna and, at left, Creamy 

, Chocolate Mid-Bitter with Cocoa 


Sorbet 


"With an appetite decadently 
satisfied, I then sat down and lis- 
tened to gustatory wisdom... 


Email the author at raspi- 
ras@inquirercomph 


whole without the 


Tis a symphony at play in total 
unison, creating such mouth-wa- 
tering moments that 1 shall сапу 
on in palatal memory for a life- 
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FRESH Bar's 
Caesar Salad 


By Pam Pastor. 


ок MONTHS, WE WAITED FOR 
[Еско tt Gente 

жаз cooking up behind 1 board- 
Жир. 

When he boards were taken down and 
dns were opened, we were treated юа 
gastronomic feast, From flavorful Phad 
Тш ала heavenly fh and chips to free 
hp reis and Кє rum customized о 
SUE ones castes олатро Level 3 of- 
tered one yummy adventure afer another, 

We have а wie array of ood chocs 
for a toa new and eng Sing expe 
Fic: Wi is unique mi, we ofr 
лиге han Ше usual Wete confident that 
D naw шуа yl be aig Mtr people 
lets have fun or forthose who want 
То out and штита? sd Mya Fere 
onde senior division manager г Ayala 
Mals 

Bight new food outlets, eight new 
sources of palate please, eight more e 
Sonsto goto Greene 


Blue Ginger 

"The food: Thai street food 

“Must-order: Phad Thai, Yam Pla-Duk- 
Foo (Catfish with Green Mango Salad), 
Khao Kluk Kapi (Shrimp Paste Fried Rice), 
Po Pia Tod (Spring Rolls), Tom Yang 
Goong and Khao Niew Mamuang (Sticky 
Rice with Mangoes). 

Bonus: The lighting’ good and gives 
you a warm glow, making Blue Ginger a 
rear place for dares, 

Go when... you're in the mood for spice 
and when youre craving for Phad Thai 


Fish& Co. 

The food: Seafood, glorious seafood 

Must-order: The Best Fish & Chips in 
Town. We cannot stress that enough. The 
fish and chips. It's perfect- light, crispy 
and fresh, served on a bed of fries or 
rice—your choice. Try the Seafood Platter 
One (a platter of seasonal fish, calamari 
and tiger prawns), Prawn Trellis and New 
England Clam Chowder. The desserts are a 
treat, too—their Warm Chocolate Fudge 
Саке with Vanilla Ice Cream isa big hit 

Bonus: Your server will hand you an 
Endearmint after the meal—mint candy 
that they bring in from South Africa. 

Go when... youre in the mood for 
seafood and when you want to teach your. 


[BLUE Ginger’s Shrimp Paste Fried Rice 


[ids the merits of eating fish. 
‘Virtual visit: www-fish-co.com 


National Sports Grill 

‘The food: American favorites and 
grilled goodies 

Must-order: Top Spin Tenderloin (sea- 
soned tenderloin topped with mushroom. 
gravy sauce served with National rice and 
‘com on the cob), Fish N Mushroom (беер 
fried fish filet topped with sautéed mush- 
rooms and melted mozzarella cheese 
Served with fruit, com on the cob and ca- 
jun tartar sauce) and the San Francisco 
Burger (on thin sourdough parmesan 
bread with lettuce, tomato, pickle chips, 
cheese, grilled onions and National sauce) 

Bonus: If you order menu items that 
соте with chips, you get free chip refills. 
‘And there's a billiard table just outside 
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NSG where you can have fun with your 
friends while enjoying your drinks. 

Go when... уоште with friends (ће 
servings are big) and when an exciting 
game is on so you can enjoy your food 
among cheering fans. 

Virtual visit: wenwnsgph 


Cheesecake, Etc. 

The food: Cheesecakes, pasta and 
sandwiches 

Mustorder: Café de Luna, Belgian 
Double Cream, Mango Passion, Sugar 
Free Cappuccino, Sugar-Free Choco Berry 
Low-Fat Sugar-Free Lemon 

Bonus: There's a wide variety of drinks 
to choose from, too. 

Go when... you want to have a light 
meal and when youre in the mood for 
great desserts 


Cold Rock 
"The food: Ice cream from Australia and 


about 50 fruits, nuts, biscuits and choco- 
lates you can choose from to make your 


HEALTHY choices from Fuzion 


‘own icecream concoction. 

Must-order: Choco Mint with Brownie, 
Ferrero Rocher with Nutella, Strawberry 
‘with Pound Cake, Coffee with Tim Tams, 
Aussie Vanilla with Cookie Dough and Tia 
‘Maria with Oreo 

Bonus: Watch as your chosen ingredi- 
ents are mixed into the ice cream flavor of 
your choice on a slab of cold rock, And 
yeah, they have low-fat offerings, too. 

Go when... you want а new ice cream 
experience. 

Virtual visit: wwnwcoldrock com.au. 


Fresh Bar by Big Chill 

The food: Fresh frui shakes and more 

Must-order: Avocado, Banana Mango, 
Banana Strawberry, Strawberry Man- 
go—they'e all good. 

Bonus: Our favorite fruit shake stop 
now offers healthy food choices—light 
pastas, soups, salads and sandwiches 

Go when... you're missing the beach 
(one sip of their Banana Mango shake and. 
you're transported to Bora) and when you 
want a healthy meal. 


Fuzion 

The food: Smoothies and more 

Mustorder: Very Berry Good (straw- 
berries, raspberries, blueberries), Whats 
Up Doc (carrots, oranges, bananas), Fla- 
Mango (mangoes, peaches, bananas). The 
‘Tipsy Smoothies are good too, if you want 
а buzz, Very Bailey Nice (vodka, pineap- 
ple, banana, yogurt and Bailey), Indigo. 
Conspiracy (rum, raspberry liqueur, 
pineapple, yogurt and blueberries), Pretty 
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Here are 
eight more 
reasons 

to go to 
Greenbelt 3 


ONE of the many cheesecakes from 
Cheesecake Etc. 


in Pink (rum, raspberry liqueur, respber~ 
ries, yogurt and pineapple). The Glazed 
Salmon Fingers are a big favorite and so 
are the Cajun Smoked Chicken, New Eng- 
land Grab and Mango Salad and the 
crepes. 

Bonus: Fuzion's cozy lounge setup will 
make you want to stay for hours. 

Go when... you want to kick off your 
shoes (literally) and unwind with your 
fiends, 

‘Virtual visit: wwwfuzionsmoothies.com 


Gonuts Donuts 

‘The food: Donuts, donuts and more 
donuts. 

Mustcorder: Amazing Glaze, Chocolate 
Frost, Pastillas de Leche, Choc-o-Hazeinut. 

Bonus: One, if youre on a diet, try 
Gonuts Lite—they’te sugar-free donuts, 
believe it or not, Two, you can enjoy them. 
while watching movies at the Greenbelt 3 
Cinemas—ihe stores a short walk from 
the ticket booth, 

Go when... you need a sugar fix. 

‘Virtual visit: www gonutsdonuts.net 


All restaurants are at 3/1, Greenbelt 3, 
Makati 
Email the author at ppastor@inquirer 


TOP Spin Tenderloin from National 
Sports Gril 


MIX together sugar, lemon 
juice and fresh carabao's 
rill Then, ina large 
cooking vat (kawa) or 
deep saucepan, pour the 
millcsugar mixture, 


2 


Donot leave the: 


ALLOW mixture to rest and cool. 
Cook for a half hour more or until 
the mixture forms a solid mass. 
Remove from fire and transfer to 
adry clean bow to cool. 


COOK mixture over medium heat, constantly stirring for an hour. 
ixture unattended because it scorches fast. 


Into balls or logs according to 
your desired size. 


Text by Vang 


Baga-Reyes 


Photos by Roger Carpio 


HEY COME BEAUTIFULLY 
wrapped—first in white 
paper, then in thin and 

transparent Japanese paper, ex- 
pertly folded at the ends. Some- 
times multicolored cutout wrap- 
pers that look like paper laces are 


used, 


ire» 


BY STEP 


taste, Made only бот fesh 
carabao's milk and sugar, Pastillas 
de Leche is simply San Miguel, Bu- 
lacan's pride. 

Раната has been a cot- 


This melcin 
your-mouth 

pasty coated in 
sugar is sof, 
creamy, smooth 
and Hh im 


poned. In 


Convention Center. 


tage industry in San Miguel for 
something like 135 years, accord 
ing to the town’s Mayor Edmundo 
“Pop” Buencamino, who is on his 


first term, 


"San Miguel's pasilas-making 


has been handed down from gen- 
erations to generations,” he said 
“tt has been the town’s source of 
livelihood, sending to college 
many students and [financing the 
building of] better homes, and 
keeping big bakeshops in Manila 
steadily supplied.” 

‘The recent first-ever Pastillas 
Festival in the province reas- 
sured the townsfolk that their 
produets were well accepted 
and patronized not only in the 
country, but also international 
Ту, a favorite pasalubong among 


balikbayans. 

Buencamino said San Miguel's 
pastillas was well-received when it 
‘was brought to last year's Pistang 
Bulacan in Hilton Paradise Hotel, 
Las Vegas, Nevada, 

“We brought about 17 luggage- 
ful of pastillas and they were all 


sold out,” Buencamino proudly re- 

September 
Miguel's pastillas will grace the in- 
ternational festival at Los Angeles 


WRAP pastillasin oslo paper. 


and cover with Japanese paper. 


Secret 
‘San 


The secret to the pastillas is the 
freshness of the carabao's milk, 
which is pasteurized immediately 
upon delivery from individual 


YOU may also transfer mixture. 
into aplastic container. 


farmersin Bulacan: 

Pasillas-making can be very te 
dious. "You need to get the fresh- 
est mill, cooking over a slow fire 
and stirring constantly. Tt takes 
hours to solidify” Buencamino 
said. 

Milk and sugar are boiled to- 
gether шй thickened, then 
fooled and formed by hand into 
lie minilogs that are often 
rolled in more granulated sugar 
before they are individual 
packed in paper or cellophane. 
Some commercially made pastillas 
take а “shortcut” by adding con- 
densed milk. Cooling is faster but 
the result is extra sweet, 

"The paseillos shelf life is 1215 
days at room temperature and 
two to three weeks when refriger= 
жей. 

Here, Buencamino demon- 
states how to make Pasillas de 
Leche in large volume, 

Ingredients: 

Fresh carabao's milk 

Granulated white sugar 

‘Additional granulated sugar for 
conting 

Lemon juice 


For suggestions, email the 
authoratvbagaGinquirercom ph 
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Ice cream and other 
concoctions 


THE NESTLÉ Creameryin Quezon Cityis 
an ice cream parior for the whole family 
з specialties include all- 

time favorites ike Banana Split, Buco 

sta, Macapuno Pandan Medley. It also 
has ice-cream cakes (Tiramisu, Eskimo 
Decadence, Banana Soli Pie, Mango се 
Cream Pie), and mardie аЬ concoctions | 
(pastry cheis create different types of 
lingcustards to make icecream 
concoctions creamer). Sundaes, cobblers 
Sand parfaits include Citrus Banana Crème 
Parfait, Eskimo, Vanilla Rocher, UFO, 
Choco Mint rfe, Fruity Clear Glass, 
Cherry Chocolate Parfait, Strawberry 
Dream Parfait and Mango Berry Coupe. 
“The Nestlé Creamery aiso serves hot 
moa Birthday and special packages are 
being offered. The Nestlé Creamery ва 
joint venture of Nest Corporation and 
Metro Grind Cali 415787214842. 


COOL off with Bizu Patisserie and 
Bistro's bottomless fruit shakes in 
watermelon, cantaloupe, mango and. 
dalandan flavors. Get a tall, cold glass for 
only P185+, refillable with any flavor. Try 
the new flavors of Bizu’s popular 
Macarons de Paris in cantaloupe, piña 
colada and pandan and, instead of the 
usual chocolate éclair, have freshly baked 
éclairs with tart lemon or sweet vanilla 
pastry cream filling. Bizu Patisserie and 
Bistro are at G/F, Greenbelt 2; /f 
Glorietta 4, Ayala Center, Makati; The 
Promenade, Greenhills and G/F, Corte 
Delas Palmas, Alabang Town Center. Call 
TSTBIZU (2498) or 8126451. Visit 
ww.bizupatisserie.com 


SAMALAMIG 

Dencio's offers Samalamig concoctions 
for the hot season— Halo-halo in regular. 
and mini portions, Ginumis, Sago't 
Gulaman, Mais con Hielo and Buko 
Pandan. Dencio's Halo-halo contains. 
saba, ube, langka, beans and rice crispies 
faced with milic and topped with crushed 
ice and leche flan. Dencio's has outlets in 
Rockwell, Metrowalk, Eastwood, Luisita 
Center, Scout Albano, Subic, Brittany 
Bay, CCP Complex, Araneta Center, 
Banawe, Camp John Hay, Canlubang, 
Capitol Hills, Jupiter, Las Piñas, Paseo 
Center, Robinsons Ermita, SM Megamall, 


Paseo de Magallanes and SM Baguio. 
ee 


Dimsum class 
May 30 


LEARN TO MAKE YOUR FAVORITE 
dim sum at San Miguel Pure Foods 
Culinary Center's special cooking 
class, “All About Dimsum,” 1:30- 
“4:30 p.m., May 30. 

"The class will be handled by top chefs from. 
Suzhou Dimsum Restaurant and will cover 
items from Ah! Pao Siopao to other popular 
dimsum. 

Registration fee is P800. A 20-percent dis- 
count will be given to members of My Gr 
Food Club. Visit www.mygreatfoodelub.com 
orcall 6719876, loc. 402, 403 or 405. 
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Healthy food cafe 


2505. 


4040683. 


CROWNE Plaza's Xin Tian Di pre- 
sents "Lobster Rocks” by master 
chef, Sam Lee, until May 31 

The "Seven Corner's Champagne. 
and Sparkles,” champagne and 
sparkling wines at 25-percent dis- 
count as a perfect accompaniment 
to the international brunch buffet 
every Sunday of May, 11 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. Call 6337222 loc. 7240 and 
7220 


1.6... FRIDAY'S recently launched a 
mediey of rib platters. Start off with 
Friday's full-flavored pork ribs 
served with porkicin chops called 
the Ribs Platter and Pork Chop. 
Then there's the Ribs Platter and NY 
Steak served with choice aged beef, 
the Friday's Ribs Platter and Chick- 
en, a combination of tender pork 
ribs and juicy chicken. Try the Ribs 
Platter and Shrimp and delight in 
the soft pork ribs goodness com- 
bined with suce: 

ers. Each o 

are spice 

‘with signature home-grown flavors, 
basted with Friday s very own Jack 
Daniel's glaze and served with fresh 
grilled corn on the cob. The Friday's 
Rib Platters are available until June 
30 at .G.L Friday's branches in Glo- 
rietta 3, Makati; Robinsons Place 
Manila: Hotel Rembrandt in Tomas. 
Morato, Quezon City; Alabang Town 
Center; and Sta. Lucia East. 


DI MARK'S offers Pizza Pro, 
topped with anchovies, mushrooms 
and pepperoni and the Mad Scram- 
bla Pizza with Italian sausages, pep- 
peroni, mushrooms, green pep- 
pers, onions, garlic, chicken and 
tomatoes. Di Mark's pizzas are 
complemented with appetizers 
soups, pastas, main dishes and 
desserts. D Mark's branches are 
located atthe 3/L, Greenbelt 3; 
Tomas Morato; The Wack-Wack and 
Commonwealth. Сай 5255354 or 


CRUSTASIA'S. 
Emperors Buffet 
offers Szechuan 
Crab and seafood 
selections. Crustasia, 
isat3/F Podium, 18 
ADB Avenue, 
‘Ortigas Center; and 
at G/L, Rockwell 
Power Plant Mall, 
Makati City. Call 
7285483 and 
6313857. 


It's love at first Lite. 
The Australian Lamb Festival. 


‘May 15-June 18, 2006 | 


This May P June enjoy delectable Australian Lamb ар delicious ways. These. 
participating establishments have created sumptuous lamb dishes for you to enjoy. 
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‘the Bituin ng Quezon 
May 19 - 28, 2006 Nova Veluz and the 
Harana Winners of 
Be a part of the colorful Lucbanin Festival! tucban, Quezon Banahaw“; 
Blues the final dance of 
les with your own friends” Запе пен аа 
and relatives. 


pease al алана. ала 


eat 


Mall ot Asia. Offering a healthy 
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RED CRAB SURF 
AND TURF 
OFFERS 

Crabs and Rib Fingers, 
Crab Maritess, grilled 
US rib fingers, gar 


and Hawaiian Prawns 
and Rib Fingers, grilled 
prawns and pineapple 
kebab with grilled rib 
fingers potato salad, 
sautéed vegetables, 
Every order comes 
itha froe stuffed toy. 
Red Crab branches are. 
at536 Remedios St, 
Malate; 104 Tomas. 
Morato, QC; /f Corte 
de las Palmas, Alabang, 
Town Center; and G/F, 
1 Shangri-La Mall, 
| Ortigas. Call 4009980. 
— 


thy food café 


CHAIKOFI,ATEA,COFFEEANDFOOD Teas use as sweetener an extract from 
specialty store and café, opens at the ће stevia herb from Paraguay that is 


supposed to be high in energy. The 


drinks and dishes, (twill serve 16 café will also serve a variety of snacks 


"Iruiteas" with green 


‘and light meals. Gift 
packs of Chaikofi tea and 


арат DINING OUT 18ка 


ly help the body deal 
with oxygen-free radi- 


be available. Visit 
www.chaikofi.com 


cals, which can cause certain diseases 


and hasten the aging process. 


THE RICHMONDE Grill lunch buffet. 


spread features all-time Filipino fa- 
vorites, such as Adobo, Lumpia and 
Sinigang as wel as Inasal, Binakol and 
Kinilaw (Visayas); Lomo, Bagnet and 
Pinakbet (locos): Chicken Relleno 
and Pork Estofado (Bulacan); Pinagat, 
Laing and Bicol Express (Bicol) 
Desserts include Pastillas, Guinataan, 
Bibingka and Halo-Halo. Available ev 
ery Sunday until Friday, 11:30 a.m.-2 
p.m. at P5854. A la carte menu is also 
available all day, ev- 


Sento Mesh for mon 
frawincosto. сот 


. The Power Plant Mall, Tel. No. 898-0933 * The Podium, Tol. No. 633-8226 « The Gateway Mell, Tel. No. 912-5726 + 


* SM Олу Davao, Tel. No. (082) 297-2510 * Ayala Center Cebu, Tel. No. (032) 232- 
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LACOSTE 


ry day. Executive 
chef Ed Santos cre- 
ates Grilled Chicken 
and Prawns in Spicy 
Coconut Milk to com- 
plement the Grills ala. 
carte menu choices 
this month. The 
chef's recommenda- 
tionis part of the 
Richmonde Gril's all- 
day dining menu, 
available 10a.m.-11 
p.m. Call 6387777 
loc. 3409 or 
6898419. 


HOLIDAY Inn Galle- 
ria Manila wil feature 
опе of the world's 
most exotic cuisines, 
Moroccan, alongside 
the international but- 
fet selections at 
Raphael Café, 12 
пооп-2:30 p.m., dal- 
ly. Dishes include. 
couscous, plumped 
semalina grains; bis- 
tecya, a three-layer 
ple wrapped in the 
thinnest of pastry 
mechoui, tender 
roasted lamb; and 
djei emshmel, roast- 
ed chicken with olives 
and lemon. Enjoy the 
Mystic Morocco buf- 
fetat P600+ per per- 
son. For reservations 
call 6337111 loc. 
7418. 


МАКАТ! Shangri-La. 
presents the Dragon 
Boat Festival, May 25- 
June 11. Chet Tsang 
will prepare tradition- 
al delicacies like Gou 
Cheng Chong and the 
sweet Kan Shui 
Chong. indulge in 
culinary master- 
pleces at Shang 
Palace with a number 
ofala carte dishes. 
Сай 8138888, 
5137588, 8137599. 


CENTURY Park Ho- 
tels Cat in the Park 
serves family lunch or 
dinner buttet for P895 
per adult and P500 
for children 4-12 
years old. At Unsul 
Japanese Restaurant, 
‘a meal is avallabla for 
1,200. Call 
5285827/29 or e-mall 
foodvev@eentury- 
paricom.ph 


THE MANILA Pavil- 
ion Hotel's Rotisserie 
offers the following 
dishes: Pan Seared 
Sea Scallops and 
Rosemary Skewers; 
Pumpkin Cream with 
Apple Smoked Bacon 
Bits; One Side Grilled 
Tuna and Olivo Tape 
nade Fettuccin 
Baked Lamb Loin 
Parmentior" with 
Grilled Vegetables ог 
Pan Roast Prawns on 
Mushroom Harinette 
‘with French Goat 
Cheese; Crispy Tropl- 
cal Frult Tart and. 
White Chocolate Ice. 
cream, priced at 


—————— e 1,850 per person. 
T Shangri-la Plaza Mal, Tel. No. 635-0744 « Glorietta 3, Tel. No. 887-4077 • Robinsons Place Manila, Tel. No. 522-7778 


SM Mal of Asia (Soon to Open) 


Robinsons Galleria, Tol. No. 838-8020 


Call 5261212 loc. 
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Iloilo cooking 
by a young chef 


While confident of her Continental cuisine know-how, 
she had to study the food of her province to do it correctly PAULINE Gorriceta-Basus e 


топоз 
delicious 


Honggo chef 


PAULINE GORRICETA-BASU- placing a sample beside the chaffing E E] Г] " 
ulcerum пазна юне beide веса [CAKE DECORATING) SAUSAGE MAKING 
sing vas m ne tie Cet COUNTRY devaient tne d one шш COOKING & BAKING LESSONS 
her to add more flavor cit : 
guests to the opening of Man- COOKING EL Inc ELLE ятати аиле LE eter EE e 
Bit." the Ilongso food festi gy point hme бан TURES Sain at DN URIISP TRUE ATE ERE ona 
val at the Mandarin Oriental ther. GOLD MEDALIST 
Manila. A young Filipino chef Micky feni РЕ D cU 
cooking her hometown cui- The dish that couldnt be replen- | эйи 
sine? Years ago, it would have was an insight as well on hotel re- ished fast enough was the grilled Se ee 
been unlikely. ‘quirements in presenting local cook- managat. It’s a mangrove fish, a jack ERNEST REYNOSO GALA 
‘Aspiring chefs mostly study Conti- img Shopper The brackish water explains | qRABUATE : ITALIAN INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED CULINARY & PASTRY ARTS 
маш clie, even other Asian She pointed out the pinamalhan, is delicious favorand emme soft, | сати шере гидин iar tance cate RE 
cooking, but never our own. fish cooked in vinegar and tomatoes, white and fatty flesh. ATE : LE MOULIN ре нозо RCA, CANNES, FR 
na Re ошто, the йойоршыйи. Is supposed to be The foods on the appetizer buffet | GRADUATE: ECOLE eec CRM PLAISIR CEDEX, PRANCE ЗСТ 
tending the best schools—Culinary bangus, she said, but rhe hotel wane- were really merienda. Therewerepa- | GRADUATE : Fal Course at Taai Cooking School, Oriental Hotei, Bangkok, Thalland RECIPES 
Hutt of Aner, New Selo ed È done wih salmon, Must Pave nara т of mongo sts салары Ees Cer ttd 
New York and the Institute of Culi- something odo with the bones. and lumpiang ubod. Crispy crdbles |" mmm ut 
nary Education (formerly Peter : Were present probably because they Loni Reynoso- raula 
Kamps). Leaning toward Naliam Surprised are so identified with llonggo cook. e GO Ver CUN: 
Tooling, she opened Al Dente Ris. We laughed at how theerpatchefs ing Dot Tene Ton 
torante Italiano in Пойо. She also were surprised thatshe cooked ћей. — Finally the dessert table. It had the 
manages a seafood restaurant, a nusgusan na lukon (steamed prawns) most interesting offerings even ifyou 
isiro апа a catering service in the in 7-Up. They do have to learn that didn't have a sweet tooth. Pauline 
city. the “uncola” does make whatever pointed to the bae-bae, pinipig 
But while confident of her Conti- you cook with й (shrimps, mussels, cooked im coconut milk, which she 
nenta cuisine know-how, shefeltshe barbecue) sweeter. Said she learned from specialists in 
фай to study the food of her province A big steamer contained fresh oys- Iloilo. She promised she wouldnt 
јан ro be sure she would do itcor- ters. Pauline says oysters are cookit for business. 
есу for this festival. Her mother, а steamed rather than boiled in Tloilo. — It was wonderful to see and eat 
veteran of the restaurant business There were fresh scallops as well once more the papaya candy, thin 
(managing fast-food joints called Try Нет food styling lessons came to the slices of green papaya processed in 
Me), taughtherhowtogosboutit. fore as she added green mango sugar then formed into petals with 
е shreds on top to dressup this essen- creamy yema in them. Pauline said 
Learning from masters tially plain but really wonderful the candy was from Passi, lloilo, that 
The advice was to learn from the shellfish. had many sugar mills. Hence, ma 
masters. For batchoy, it was the old — When we talked of adobo, she in- sweets were invented there. 
man (she doesnt know his name) cluded a cooking lesson to point out — There were colorful bocayo (ce 
who prepared the dish daily at Deco. how different they did it in lloilo. It died coconut strips) and small 
She went tothe marker atfourin the startswith sautéing garlic, onion and bingka pieces that contained strips of 
morning. Deco is one ofthe stalls fa- meat. Nem, bay leaf, peppercorn, young coconut. Being passed around Lo 
ow forthe signature Melo soup achuse (for color) and, mos impor Оп the Arst day was а basket filled [EN 4 ROLL stag ta 
Bish with slices Gf pork and innards tan, sinamak, the local vinegar, are with pieces of butterscotch, yemas [HEAD SOUF, o BELLOS, Frags Б STEVA 
р ми здес ог рон апала added. A ile sugar tempers the and empanadas Ataste of cath led ЗСА PASE BY SVEVIA sun 3 SAT 209 воты. 7 MONEY. GUI. OLDE PUTS! 
the man casually about the process, vinegar and finishes the dish. Toasccondhelpingtotkchome. wav 23 Tue 230 cour MAKING, SAUSAGES COURSE 4 - CRISPY канаконо M 
for what commercial cook would Ѕілатак is an integral part of eat- Every day Pauline works the на Bud] кызд, MEIGAN U CREES E [o^ nd 
give out secrets? ing a'ao, Aside kon, favoring room, many guests are fiends from S48 wer SAES SUIS BOTGAN Sure SAUSAGES СОЕ gyn 13 А 19 TUS e Tuu Boga 
Pauline says among the casually food in the cooking, its a must-dip college and some, longgos who have EEN знн татса кше 
shared secrets is using Marca Pating, that chicken inasal (coal-roasted) settled here. Anyone who goes to the LEARN THE 
a monosodium glutamate (MSG) can't do without. This coconut vine- Captain’s Bar is invited to sample ү 
fold at the La Española grocery She фаг is mixed in with garlic, siling Tollo cooking. 
mentions the places as if I know labuyo, pepoertom and langkawas © She smiled as she related how a 
them. But yes, I had been to lloilo (ginger, galangal) thatis so potent in group of Swedes finished off their 
and had eaten at Deco and Ted’s, pre- both flavor and smell that it isn’t al- bowl of batchoy. But a Fi witha 
mier batchoy providers. I will getto lowed aboard an airplane. A huge foreign guest opted for Contine 
that grocery some day. As the hotel signar the lloilo airportsaysso. food, Sad, Pauline said, how our own 
would not let her use MSG, she said Another dish she had to learn was people would not even try the food. 
they made good beef stock. the tinu-om, chicken wrapped inba- Manamit! Iloilo Food Festival is on 
‘The other secret to the batchoy is nana leaves then steamed in itsown every lunch until May 19 at the Cap- 
guinamos (fermented fish) ina Каза juice. The traditional way of cooking tain's Bar, Mandarin Oriental Manila, 
ag swirled about to give added ба. 18 inside a big bamboo stalk making Makati City. Ex rope E Loc M 
vor sure the banana leaf s tied tightly so AERIAL GEOP TS aer MECETOEC оом бев 
From the batchoy table, we tooka the juices don't escape. Email the author at pinoy- [УЛЕА NC КЕ US NO Your, ONEES. MAKE DAT ASE titan NORTE NOZA 
tour of the food as she annotated, It She showed diners the old way by food04@yahoo.com FOR FREDO RICE KOREAN STE c NEC MES E oe Ee tmd 
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HAIR LOSS? 
Never Again! 
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Get Hair Reinforcer Ultra-Remedy Led mire deme bci 


ект. OFFERS COOKING; BAKING; CARE DECORATING 1 SAUSAGE WAKING MONTEREY CM 
SUBE" киши CAFE BESTE s PO CARNO ST, ACROSS PALAO нота, BAGUIO) | DEMO BY MORELLA 
COND PECL: tes поа ида YO 1 NOON от шиит FE GIA | AT тне BAQUO 


Are your hair strands falling at an alarming rate? Do you see more and more of them 
TEASE SEE BAGIO молхо COURER SOAS FOR BAGUO SCHEDULE _ | _COUNTRY CLUB. 


‘on your pillow, on your brush or on your hand when you shampoo! End your excessive 
falling hair problem with professional help from Svenson International. Our Hair " [| monreney | 
Reinforcer Ultra-Remedy will strengthen your brittle strands, protect your hair from E mA Panas onic Духбы Е 
severe shedding and maintain its naturally lush look. КЫ er Quisinctrt QUA Meas 


Ed a — 
gaina ) peraxrast 

If you value your hair, trust Svenson. WOMEN AT pz Сти X СВ 5 e 

Call us today for a FREE consultation. PERI Tu 


cALL 892-HAIR (4247) EAGLE WINGS STAINLESS STEEL paren 


MAKATI TOMAS MORATO BINOND® T RI CN 7 Sou STEERS Mold 
ЗЫР GT Towe T CKB ә | ‘CERT AMERY owe a Di 
» PEIEE Ruen TAN Tel. nos: 267-9907 to 08" шын —— ‘acter 
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‘You Don't 
Look 
зо боор. 


тюм WON'T LET ME PLAY] 
ANY MORE, WORLD OF 
WARGUEST" UNTIL THE 
‘SeHool YEAR'S OVER. 
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М 


SUCCESSFUL ANG 
SAUDI TRIP KO 


E 
57; А 
X27 атра 


QUMSUMIERS A6, 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


BER, DO WE HAVE 
ANEGG TIMER. 


e) 


WRYTARE You GONG 
То COOK SOMETHING ? 


т WANT то TRY BOING YUNOKLU WHILE 
FX АЙМ AGAINST THE CLOCK 


да 


BABY BLUES 


y 


м 


Тром eer jr wi росон | [ANGE vrs gost A Puce 


Snes Соко Тош. 
d ft 


твоят Воот 
NATIN Si JIM Одена, 
IREL PTOL, 
Arat LANGRE, 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


uris 
Ач. Јо, 


f 92752 
N 


X DUNNO— 

IT WAS A 
LITTLE 
PITCHY?. 


Bee 
Gone! 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


Ti 


LeT'S START. 


Wer! Let's Do Some: 
THING exciriNG ! 


Yee 


етэ ғеер THE 
HUNGRY, BORED 


LET'S CRUSH Some People’ 
INFLATED €60 AND SAY 


BUT T Pick 
мч Nose iN 


4) Ke 
‘Specie Darvin veria 


nas convincing ang “Origino 


^ SOULS ин AN. 


THEY Pick THEIR Nose 


Sk poor of Genet 


3) кан nung merong Oy, andan. 
ipinapataw Ау па buhay ra 
camina wal Ger 


encineeRen , уу | in PueLic. 


THOUGHT! 


# 


Pi 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


MIKROKOSMOS 


KANINA, May BASURA SA 
TAPAT NAMIN- PINULOT ko 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're conscientious, 
modern, cutting edge ideas. Justice matters to you. 
You're loyal to family and in your later years, you'r 
то build or construct something 


Teliable and serious about what you do. You're traditional, yet you have 
Noire dealiste, yet practical. You like to share your opinions, 
те keen to establish a secure base for your loved ones. Wark hard 


АТ TINAPON SA BASURAHAN: 


Birthdate of: John Paul Il religious leader; Perry Como, crooner; Chow Yun-Fat, actor 


Bunsoy, кима IKAW, 
ANo ANG GAGAWIN 


BYJOMKETEJDO 


MAGEISINUNGALING 
эм Ako! 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): You fel pas 
Sinarely about money 
iroeridayorperpst 
Titaryouovn. Youre not realiyin the 
mod to share. You've going to de 


fend your tur 
Took ut! You strongly. 


identify with your own, 


point of view today (And you're pre 
Pared to let anyone else know) т 


urus (Apal 20 to 
May 20): 1 you have 
any disputes wih others 
today; they had beter 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
Sune 20): Your ability to 
esearch or ferret out 
answers to questions is. 
wonderful today. There. 

is nothing tha is too much trouble. 

You will pick up every rock and look 


under. 
very heated and intense 


Today. People (including. 


you) are discussing issues that they 
really believe in. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
Say 22); Conversations 
with friends or perhaps 
members of groups are 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Be diplomatic with 
bosses and parents to 
day You idenify so 
Strongly with your deas. 

that you might appear threatening 

to others! OK to believe what you 


VIRGO, (Aug. 23 to 
Sept, 22): Heated argu 


believe, but do t graciously 
ments about politics or 
religion are possible to- 


f ) day, Thats because peo- 


ре белку with their beliefs. (Note 
Since most people were not tea 
Soned into their beliefs, they cannot 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 
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ac 

2 Testor ss 
TA 
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EL 
Bryson 
за Node ваше 
Ж Pan sf qup = 
42 "Tne Brage or 
этш 
үз Goose giis 
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Wart ob 
Dno 
EM 
а Pato qup. 
9 Ведада 
52 de pum 
EI 
Dom Under 
зе Somers 
Ere 
pos 
teg Largsin, 
End up 
® берау шу 
1 Actor таг 
а еа croes 
£8 тиг gon 
49 Soci Pre 
Л Morea, 
аза 


DOWN 

1 Raton FL 

2 Slugger hoses 

3 Tre жейт, 
Ngungia 

a keen 
‘derstanding 

5 Hato MV 

5 Above 


By Aian P: Ouchwang 
Huntington Beach, CA 
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24 folem Tawon 
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бише 
29 Tako by toro 
Er 
3 fans pese 
S2 "Te Ec 
factor айт 
эз кюп, 
теин 
зи Spear ys 
‘aye 
10 рау 
fost ony 


EE 


дурст 

^ Conan 
К 

в болен 

Ж боера, 
ЕЯ 

Т] 
maneno 

so Gro raso 


ssm 
Er 
55 Wn ino 
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LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct, 
22): You have the mind 


e reasoned out of them.) 
of a sleuth today Ве 
fause youre thinking 


like аа Investigator, you 


val probably lar Row much mon 
ty somebody else makes. (Perhaps 
{Ris person is quite lose to you.) 
e Friends are quite intense 
today. Don't ler others 
coerce you into agreeing. 


with them, (And don't coerce them 
into agreeing with you.) 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Now 21) conventions 
Тел ае quite tense | плико ишер arr зино 
Seas counter masa) 
TIERS 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22. 
to Dec. 21): Coworkers 
are ready io listen to 
your suggestions at 
Work today. Dont be 
afraid to spenkup. Ifyou 
ave a bright idea, shareit with oth- 


“oko тат дл) эд, TRCN me 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


ito TA PREHAIIH. пиа UO SA 
(miS Bug FACE NA PAGSUBOK 
БЕЛ 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): 1's a won- 

4) iis. playful mira 
tious day. Enjoy your. 

ЗР Spend tie with 

children and on chil 

dren's activities you have this priv- 
Feb. 18): Family discus- 


ege. 
sions (probably involv- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 


ing а parent) are lively today. You 
Gehavely have someching to say 


Speck your piece and listen to аъ TULDOK 


PISCES (Feb. 
March 20): Do not run 
roughshod over other 


39 © 


pos 
e xoples ideas, especial 

b "during. discussions 
with relatives and siblings. (Speake 
Ing louder wil not help people hear 
Joh ny beter) 
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77% Culinary, dq 


winemaking, 


visual and 
ч 


musical arts 


were well 


represented 


2 during 


TEA-CURED salmon with pickled ginger and eschallot green onion) dinner 


dressing 
at the 


The art of good ambassador's , & E j 
living, Aussie-style home E Ў daten AUSTRALIAN Ambassador Tony Hely, with senior trade 


‘commissioner Alan Morrel, the ambassador's wife Wendy Jeffery and 
=) winery Mike Edwards of Edwards Wines, welcomes guests. 


By Michaela Fenix Australia but have since sertled in their 
home country to cook for small parties says there is just a bit of 
WINES, ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY -Before dinnerwasserved, abitate chardoun this mit and th Bend CENTER FOR ASIAN CULINARY STUDIES 
Ire good, makeforliveliercompany.terainment involved the didgeridoo ing of semilon and sauvignon з CAFÉ YSABI 
Mir e D ру a Кин meal amm. Сатса Margaret ier wines сыныш ы ag Mie M 
residence ofthe Australian ambassador Troy Bennell. The traditional musical  Braisedlambshankwith minted pea Ты. Nos. 725-5089 726-9326 
Tony Hely hosted by Alan Morrel, зе. instrument, made from the bark of a risorto was not as heavy as one thought www. cafeysabel 
Hovde commissioner had the walls tree and decorated with aboriginal at, it would be. Maybe the wine, an Ed- г 
‘sounding with talkan laughter fom was able to approximate any sound or wards Cabernet Sauvignon М, helped 
the moment cocktails wereserved. tonè Bennell wanted. Tr was elegant and quite delicate rather 
"The wines featured that evening Afer setting the Australian than robust. 
were from Western Australia, in mood with didgeridoo mu- Аз is their style, the Miguel brothers RECREATIONAL AND ONE-DAY BUSINESS CLASS 
the favored area known as S and some works of informed diners about every course. 
Margaret River. Perth, the cap- Australian ‘artists They said the strawberry and mascar- BAI iG CLASS 
ital, should be mentioned to around the собсай pone Района was straight from the 
give some geographic per- area, ап amuse recipe book because it never failed Sen gee bee meer impianti 
pelis å " Bethe "uf lobster then. k was a great dessert to finish ||| Cmax thy Groves Ж без Cms Response grt or 
Emma O'Reilly repre- 74 ‘tortellini was served. our cabernet sauvignon, as well. dcum 
sented a winery with V о "was Wa. The evening was an experince im || S 22. bender Е OLICIE СЫЗА. Pry Cis ncn, pef angah ere nr derit 
the playful name of ч cud ion wath pik. the arvoF good living, indeed Culinary, || Сыер алта нк асла uad Senin Gch Радна 
Swings and Round- 7 I gage and acr winemaking, нна! and танка аз | Scents sien PEDE 
abouts. The name STRAWBERRY (green onion) dressing. were well-represented. Mar 24, Hedneuder KIDS IN THE KITCUIEN 2 The iasi of Chef Amts Kids in the Kiichen series. the recipes ме 
contrasts with the pavlova A more full-bodied Ed- Doe Ed 
formal winery names wards Sauvignon Blanc "0S A » эне 
ofthe Old Word (read: French and was paired with фе salmon. (A) The Unicorn мас тесе RASTCABEAD MAKING Mote Baer ew Mi Rie loch et 
Talia) According to Edwards, sauvi ташы күз оик. Saree 
ЗЕЕ gen Mac E de wee | The orisnalereaion ofa Pipino Myrte | | aatem mun Ao rats ee 
any Edwards Wines, where he isnot chardonnay. The winemaker | named, MIGUI ino Mystic |) Келсин 
Biy owner but alsowinemaker says the grapes for this wine DLL эма Sin Radiesse cem Eid авер iem S. un 
АШ their wines are available locally shouldn't be too ripe. calibrating the energies of your 3rd Eye enc! horses CROISSANT A DANISILASTRIES, Me he rom unn Mik Rese tache yu 
atthe Wine Depot AR dak cao we baa | ева еее ае Ed ч GROSS A DUST Ta s e maze Cad RR 
Же were all greeted withacoolight mundi with green harisa and | Deere ia tis ue-day seminar a very i а кы Ke шй agen PLU em 000" 
Semillon Sauvignon Blanc '05 бот acoriandersalad. It was paired 'arn in this one-day seminar a very 
Swings and Roundabouts. That was with, from Swings and Round- powerful technique to accelerate CHOCOLATE TEMPTATIONS, This clas isa mast for mayen wis pasion cele dazzling 
served with a duck and chicken liver abouts, Kiss Chasey Chardon- clear-seeing & the soulful Ts ch ae Fi Jat Cake, Chocolat omar Bote Bure amd rab 
parfait with a covering of port wine jel- пау Semillon Sauvignon Blane meditation to achieve oneness. ар cece nnn Ey 
1у both complementing each other. "OS. Kiss Chasey, it was ex- Held every Saturday / Sunday (chose one) COOKING.CLASSES 
"That was the Rrstofering from chefs plained, was a children's Fon Mav 1o December 2006 
Carlos and Anton Miguel, two old game. The combination of | Time: SAM-SPM | Fee: Р5000 Mer IS Mendes TASTE OF VIETNAM? Anew tof ips tom ou Vietnamese Ce Che Ai De Lemos 
Bands at blending food with wine. The three grape varietals made the | Call SUFT-ISIS 4540145 / 09192909111 A at a gio ome Sag с е, 
‘Miguel brothers studied culinary artsin пате long but produced a cit- | 7C DLC Bldg, 21 Araneta Ave, Quezon City Sore ce Noa pO оа 
аач NEW CLASS 


channel for the specific purpose of 


IL Tue PASTA INA FLASHZ, Amme 8 нз. сыр ig pepsin et ted 
Rer Den РА desde ucc, Roma Wala борошо Sau. Tre Seid Liver Sau 
Epid PILLE d 
me Жыз acres Og Charon Sng ea er um For PR ii 


Mey2 Sundar LAPANESENQODLES AND KICEN 3 — 
Ка Far Tole Мари. Nox tempera, Tendon (Tempura Rice 
cpu), Za So Сом Burke Nop). бу 

Senec Rl в ТАР: Mom бер anao NEW CLASS. 


si 23 Ter PIZZA & PASTA WORKSHOP, Có Ys Cho Ce aa wl e enting ebai iry 
TIE Sirac Qucm be wel on рыга эш on fst at ihe sarne ne Ripe include Sas und 
ires aaah Rote Shp Sete. as мы Сихер Эшке, Tele Seema 

эн. иши deed Peper Sacr amd Ciro Роса Suc. The Ке of 
Иба алсай mgr йон КМЕТА 


Mey 24 Sende FAMILY AND PANTY TABLE DELIGHTS 2. Sequel w Chef Lawrenc’ oily and party tible 
Fe а такту treme wl ayy tek re ici amy. Roses Whole Lapa 
i eC ens chen рй Cy гаша St Rot бү Pek Ra wie aen m 
E a ous es alice or P ОО Drm 20-300 pm. NEWCLASS. е 


Jane 04, Sundar -DELICIOUS & LIEALTITY SNACKS. Delicious ad he sacks wil deposed by our 
зг ea bs л са am lear ТЕС recipes me Whole Wha Crackers Wh aie Crackere 
ESE? Sr suse Пен Cem Sided Saimon a Mushroom Ри, Bun ps and Tomato anl Tapenade or 
Pip em 1030- Jp NEW CLASS. 


de TASTE ОЕ VIETNAM А. One pin ten distes e Cu Amis De Lapos il be 
el eU деве КАШ, Cam Сыма dom Vice Soar Sop wil Уи n 
VOS Seated ч Gap. Go Ca Па Ud ld) md Cho Nuon 
LP Ge es 1100- Cade NEN CLASS. 


пралі -SALAD AND SALAD DRESSINGS, Easy о керме Salad recipes rm our Cahe- Decor 
© ah est Being, etal Chicken Seo, Cured 
‘ou They und Posto Sind The паара, node all 


Jane icio CATERINGAND ENTERTAINING SPECIALS Onge epi Cosi tum 
тр ae sel a nce Name Cats aby Back Ki otc: вота qd Dols Vnd Drt 
р pedum а р 


OTHER CLASSES OFFERING 


РНР Vah e te sodas ts dig Vinay Ch Qe 
з РОБА ШОЕ ези e cto отела wee аса 
бал АА n ae 
UU 
n TOD IRITIS НОВУ cee penne ing dri vienen 
EL LA Lea petition ts cen cag omen д: 
SESE arc el ms I cfr 
Калса кыа с oar ee 
Se a алк DE гала ЧЕ mon ne psn Ба нш 
"e ter асын EE Scr T PTT AM E met as 
Dina ita ain G pe Và de 
anapun wodd of doy Fans and WE WOULD APPRECIATE IF YOU COULD CALL AT LEAST TWO DAYS 
таа BEFORE TIE CLASS FOR RESERVATION. 


find no other pisce on Barth eee t 
часть DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL CULINARY ARTS PROGRAM 


The Profesional Culinary Arts Program prepares sudes for profesional ny oh ond srs nun 
Rr Сырын: papier ches on Же tnt ыйым) Sd pud 
Pus E PUE йо Зин karn hove то prepare spe кисть pele, eer, breda, PLE and 
s ek m ftw den cud fon met, pul. fated diei The сшде wil a 
Ma e sm hacen Asan и ш cook we арис иып, ралат, йе servo ed ck 
[ueniet 


(AT EMT. MU 


HAPPINESS 0м EARTH sigue e CACS wid net helt gen i yh pt 
SE ees elses i унн eis pet ans НЕ 
Кессе ш Тарона века NO HIDDEN 


РО, Box 318 ACPO, Cubao, О 
тенш»: (632) 9171660» Email: tt, moi 
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Irresistible Baguio! 


From June: to September 30 this year, enjoy the crisp air, 
‘mountain vistas and colonial ambiance at the 

Camp John Hay Manor at special discounted 

prices. t's 50% off for a minimum of two (2) nights stay. 
Savor the classic charm of old Baguio amid the 

‘world class golf course, manicured grounds and pine 
gardens of the Camp John Hay Manor. Dine on gourmet. 
masterpieces by famed chef Billy King. 

Relive the Baguio of your memories at 

the Camp ohn Hay Manor. 


Ideal for balkbayans, family 
reunions and barkada outings 


Enjoy special room rates for a minimum of two) nights 
зуры кот 

Superior Room 
Deae Room 
раста 
таео Sute 
Honeymoon Cote 
лара 

andlor bed 
‘Above rom rates ме subject причао Special Economic Zone VAT 


For details and bookings cait: 

Baguio: (074) 446-0231 to 50 

Baguio hotline (632) 845-0892,845-0911 

Facsimile. 074) 445-0420. 

Manila: (632) 687-67 10/6524 Facsimile: (632) 687-6607 


| qhmanor@skyinet.net 
p wwwcampjohnhayhotels com 
us tn ari tae] 


k 


PSBank 


PHILIPPINE SAVINGS BANK 
A MET 


Get it now at any PSBank branch nationwide. 


For more information: Call us: 845-8772 Text us: PSBANK HOME AD «your name» «landline nos.» 
ress» then send to 391-772 for Smart or 0917-890-2327 for Globe and other users 
Email us: info@psbank.com.ph 


Offer runs from April 24, 2006 up to June 30, 2006. See flyers for details. 
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Clean and green fiestas 


Í THE 


By Linda B. Bolido 


IESTAS АВЕ 
held ай year 
round through- 

out the Philippines. 

But such events not only mean food, mer- 
rymaking and revelry but also waste—a lot 
of it, in fact—the way they are traditionally 
celebrated. From food packaging to banderi- 
tas to firecrackers, fiestas mean a lot of trash 
to be dealt with the morning after. They also 
че up a lot of water and electric 

ity and can cause severe strain on the en- 
vironment 

Тһе Ecological Waste Coalition of the 
Philippines (Ecowaste Coalition) says а 
mountain of trash need not be the inevitable 
consequence of fiestas. I offers tips on zero- 
‘waste and nonpolluting celebration, 

For instance, instead of plastic and other 
inorganic materials for decoration, commu: 
nities can use things that can be reused, re- 
cycled or composted like locally available 
biodegradable materials. 

Plants and other greenery are more eco- 
friendly than plastic streamers, buntings or 
balloons. At the end of the festivities, deco- 
rations should be removed, washed and 
stored so they can be reused. 

Recycling stations may be put up where 
people can bring their trash for sorting. To 
the many people given responsibility for fi- 
esta arrangements, organizers should add 
“ecoweaste patrol that will assist in the eco- 
logical management of discards. 

Food concessionaires and vendors should 
be encouraged to use reusable or biodegrad- 
able alternatives like banana leaves instead 
of disposable containers and utensils. 

In processions, candles which do not 
yield excessive soot and are not likely to re- 
Tease toxic substances like ead should be 
used. Better yet, reduce the need for candles 
by holding the procession in daylight. The 
ше of firecrackers or pyrotechnics that ad- 
versely affect air quality should be mini 
mized. 

"The menu should be carefully planned. 
Food should only be sufficient for expected 
guests. Meals and drinks should be served in 
Teusable containers. 

‘Condiments should be bought in bulk and 
stored in reusable bottes, shakers or dis- 
pensers. Cloth napkins that can be washed 
End used again are better than paper 

instead of sods, offer water or healthy 
drinks like tanglad, buko with pandan, or 

Salabat with calamansi. 


CONSUMER 


Excess food should be 
shared with neighbors and 
people in need of adequate 
and nutritious food. E 

Discarded food should be 
saved for animal consump 
tion or composting. Waste should be segre- 
gated and recycled. Discarded items should. 
norbe mixed, dumped or burned. 3 

Tor more information, contact the: 
Ecowaste Coalition at 9290376 or e-mail; 
Manny Сомо at mannygalaQno. 
штога 5 


Feedback 2 

Reader Peachie Filarca wants to союу 
mend SC Johnson & Son for superb etfs 
tomer service. She said she bought a singl 
Glade Magic Gel Decor 150g Cool Lime abd 
Kepe it in storage. But, when it was time te 
шей, she found the container empty. 

She called the company опу wanting tó 
inform them of the problem. The company’s 
Quality Assurance Department readily re- 
placed the item not just with one but two 
Pieces. Commendable indeed! 

Meanwhile, Grover C. Guillermo, manag- 
er ofthe SM North Edsa branch, sent a letter 
of apology to reader Grace V Ramoy for the 
Fude behavior of wo department store em- 
ployees. Guillermo assured Ramoy the em 
ployees had been warned that they faced 
Cisciplinary action if the incident was re- 
peated 

Ramoy complained that her sister was 
laughed at and made fun of by the employ- 
es She said “this is the second time my sis- 
fer experienced this from SM Department 
‘Store's staff.” She added that her sister had a 
heart problem and she was concerned that 
Such rudeness could be too stressful as to 
endanger her heath 


Personal note 

Teg the readers’ indulgence as 1 add this 
personal note. Class 1967 of the Masbate 
High School (now National Comprehensive 
High School) will have a 40th anniversary 
reunion May 19-20, 2007. Members of Class 
167 may call or text Marina (Verano) Meri- 
oles, 0910-3595261; and Evelyn (Martires) 
Udaundo, 0928-3561480 or 4543934. 


(Our regular columnist, Marietta У Giron, 
is indisposed. Please send letters to The Con- 
sumer, Lifestyle Section, Philippine Daily In 
quirer, Chino Roces Ave. cor. Mascardo and 
Yague Sts., Makati City; PO Box 2353 Makati 
Central Post Office, 1263 Makati, or e-mail 
Ibolido@inquirer.com ph —Editor) 


Thank Goodness It’s Five days. 


If you don't get a decision on your home loan application in 5 days or less, 
we'll give you 1% off on your first year interest rate. 
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tis clear today that innovation is the ris- 
ing dictator over the world of tomorrow | 

andasa crucial principle, it must spread 

from the marketing department into the 

boardroom, The Philippine Marketing 

| Association's 37th National Marketing 

Conference (NMC) highlights innova- 

tion as a driver of business growth and an 

ideology that must be embraced by leaders of 

local industries. It is not only а means by which 

to get ahead but for some, it means survival in a 

fiercely competitive environment. 


More than instilling and cultivating a progressive mindset that is 
тепеней in its approach of innovation, the conference theme, A 
"hat Jazz: World-Class Innovations, shares a truly new and unique 
experience that cannot be missed. Enter world of a never-before- 
seen production thar аши te soulful musie of a live jazz band, 
"he intemationallyacaimed artistry of a Filipino idol, the vibrancy 
‘of arger than Ме works of art, exclusive opportunites to test drive 
the World's dynamic luxury cars and all that jazz. 

Marking a milestone in Philippine Markering Association history, 
the 37th National Marketing Conference offers an experience that 
breaks the boundaries of the traditional learning envionment and 
its innovations demonstrare creativity that is both Filipino and 
world-class. Here isa jumpstart of local ingenuity and global recog- 
"ition going hand and hand, ers look forward to a foure that con- 
tinues to combine both with innovation in the driver’ seat. 


New music, new instruments 

Үз e a good ol song played hundreds of times, The ides be- 
hind marketing have played оп and on in our minds for as long s 
e can remember. But generations are now in flux, times are chang- 
ing andso must our business approach. I's time to play the good old 
songsinanew mix. 

Jos Ortega, chair of the National Marketing Conference (NMC) 
and CBO of BrandLab has crafted a remix ofan old song. According 
To him, the only way to keep up with this surge of ife redefined is, in 
тшт, rethinking he way ме understand our consumers and their 
needs, He identifies progressive marketing trends that will Jead the 
‘ay tà stronger Filipino businesses going global. Не has designed 
he NMC and its avant-garde theme, AL That Jazz: World Class 
‘ovations ina way that will cultivate and instil fresh marketing de- 
‘velopment into the local mindset 

“Innovation the fist step to stirring the marketing movement It 
isnolongera mauer of just research and development ori ira lux 
ry by which market leaders get even further ahead, innovation is 
today the fundamenral driver of business growth. Innovation begins 
їп the boardroom. Оле of this years NMC speakers Rene Almen- 
dras, president of Cebu Holdings Inc and vice president/head of op- 
‘eration transformation for Ayala Land will be expounding on "The 
Ап of Innovation", showing how a unique vision starts with open- 
minded leaders амі corporate transformation from the inside out, 

Because creativity s so integral to innovation, companies must 
break down traditional barriers and introduce new faciliiesto culti- 
vate ingenuity Leaders shouid allow ideas to grow because while it 
‘may appear unsighily as t sprouts, it may blossom qute beautifully, 
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Special PROJEC 


RET MARKETING 
via!) ASSOCIATION 


Odes neds to be embraced by business lenders and as å 
prine sie de NMC brings uch nee Steal 

nes Group, Philippine Long Distance Telephone Company, 
speaking on уйд a Culture ef Innovation" Jimenez wili di 
cuss changing the stasdard, motivating he employees and break 
ng down be corporate hierarchies that impair many companies 
today. 

Another NMG gue head of marketing Sandeep Khanna, 
һай from a company tat has utilized innovation to dominare 
the mobile communications industry ro oniy in the Philippines 

șut also on alobal sesle He will share heights behind Kokia 
"Maintaining Market Leadership through Product тонот, 
and highlight how important catty e for a market thar eon 


‘Stabilizing the romanticism of new ideas, Lorenzo Tan, prs 
dent and CEO of Sun Life of Canada, makes innovation account- 
able At the end of the day itis the ROI that keeps a company go- 
‘ing and Тап promotes "Driving Innovations with Fiscal Sound- 
ness” to ensure a practical side to an artistie vision. Furthering the 
idea of accountable creativity Paul Roebuck, whose agency BB 
DO Guerrero Опел, was recognized as the most creative ad 
agency in the Philippines by Campaign Brief Asia. He will high- 
Tight the importance of demonstrating strategie focus on deliver. 
ing market results amidst winning awards. 

in discussing marketing trends, ideas work best when presem- 
‘ed from the worldview of the consumers. NMC presents "New Re 
Search Techniques inan Innovative Evironment with managing. 
partner of Good Thinking, ss Baron. Although most techniques 
have been ried and tested this age requires new methods that ae 
aligned with modem day probiers. 

"Beyond traditional marketing, innovations are playing a ma- 
jor role Incorporate social responsbiliy Alexandra Ро о 
тае of the Philippine Daily Inquirer vill Þe discussing the 
value of parmership that benefit the community Community 
ing then is not an option for spare time and funds but is à 
епті part ofa companys brand and business plan. 

Finally, there is the evolving role of brands beyond just a mat- 
‘keting tool. Brand building isthe force behind Filipino companies 
making it intemational. With this, Martin Roll, president of Ven- 
tureRepubli, strategic advisor on branding excellence, will ex; 
pound on "Asian Brand Strategy: A New Boardroom Paradigm.” 
This means elevating discussions on the brand from the market- 
ing department tothe board level asit drives the whole company 

in the same way Joerg Breuer, president of BMW Philippines, 
deles into "The Brand as the Central Operating Principle” and 
stresses that every company decision must be driven by the val- 
Че of the brand, From design to employees, from sales to engi- 
neering, ts vision should be clearly manifested. 

їп addition, she NMC will feature Abbot Philippines, a phar- 
maceiticalindusry lade, directed by a leader who is also the 
brand pioneer, Edwin Feist, As president af Abbot Philipines 
and regional director for Philippines, Australia and New Zealand, 
Feist plots the creative process of brand building, emphasizing 
that innovation startsin the boardroom. Moreover Johnlu Koa of 
French Baker demonsiates the importance af making day-to-day 
decsions based on a precise and purposeful vision. Professor JT 
Roces of the Asian Institute of Management moderates the 
creativity discussions with Ariel Manuel of Lolodad's Ed 
Calma of Lor Calma Designs and Rajo Laurel of House of 
Laurel. Lastly, Audie Gemora of Stages Productions will 
demonstrate how to dramatically incrense your batting aver; 
agein the boardroom when selling your ideas. з 


Warmest felicitations to the organizers, 
participants and guests in the 37th National 
Marketing Conference of the Philippine Mar- 
keting Association. 

Our Government welcomes the holding of 
this conference with the theme, "ALL THAT 

+ JAZZ: World-Class Innovations." We support 
the further improvement of the already im- 
pressive skills of our marketing practitioners, 
‘We are confident that this event on creativity 
and innovation will raise the standards ofthe 
Philippine marketing industry, thereby con- 
tributing to a more robust economy. 

Congratulations to the PMA for its more 
than five decades of promoting marketing as 
a profession guided by the principles of 
thes and corporate citizenship and social 
responsibilty. May you continue to be gov- 
ernmenes invaluable partner in working for 
the welfare of the consuming public, promot- 
ing free enterprise and spurring economic 
growth 

T wish you all the success of your confer- 
ence, More power and mabuhay to ош Fil- 
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‘Satellites, computers, wireless communications, digit 
technology lave Compressed geography о that virally 
anybody anywhere cm only be a fingertip away on a cell 
phone, 

An because even the fatest technology can now be at: 
cesse anywhere, consumer Mess have changed în a 
ray we used vo imagine only in the movies. Asa result, we 
bre confroned by ап even more сопреціћче global bus 
xenon where oniy the nes hes preparet 
and innovative cam expect to survive, 

"hat is why the association chose for its theme Move 
Upto Mode cs Kaya Narin" 

World-class defines a clear performance ‘standard 
which is exacting, demanding and stringent, Is the pet- 
Tormance standard ioca! marketers must aim for to bulid a 
competitive business And Pilipino markers have the cè 
Puli to compere On this standard s demonstrated by 
Globe, San Miguel Corporation, Jolibee, PLDT, Just 10 
mamen fen: 

"Tie association is determined o inculate this mindset 
among ts nemici rating etn ng 
'eral, through programs throughout the enr rhat wil 
spire, simulate and nourish а word css etude and 
‘Sundar for marketing 

"sis ots. Aa ish 
aos showcase ренип of а wads progam, 
Mo as rec persons, and worl tap 

We пке gren pie n hosting a world lass Navona 
Markering Conference. Enjoy 
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А that Jana: World-Class Innovations is about 
empowering local businesses to cross the threshold 
of international industries. More than driving moti 
‘ation in order to raise the bar this theme means im- 
parting knowledge and providing practical tools that 
‘ean be applied in the workplace. The 37th National 
Marketing Conference is truly an innovation in itself 
as it transforms conventional learning environments 
and revamps the ways in which informacion is pre- 
sente 

Many of the distinguished companies in the NMC 
line-up are led by Filipinos who are at the forefront 
of business growth and innovation. There is no 
doubt that local industry leaders today must notonly 
follow this lead but shift into the role of global rend- 
serez There is pride in being Pilipino and this world- 
class conference is a manifestation of what we ean 
accomplish when innovation is at work, 

Twould like extend my sincerest thanks and ap: 
precintion to the NMC Committee for their hard 
work and dedication, Lam so proud to bea part ofan 
even that can activare a business revolution towards 
international recognition. Let us show the world the 
creativity and passion that are uniquely Fiipinot 


Rire 


VP and Director-in-charge, 37h NMC 
PHILIPPINE MARKETING ASSOCIATION 
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Roger Enrico, the former chairman ofPepsioonce. 
seid, "Beware ofthe yranny of making small changes 
to smali things. Rather, make big changes to big 
things." 

"This has inspired the organizing commnittee to take 
this bold step in creating a truly inpovative marketing 
conference. 

“Al That Jaa" is all about Improvisation, And all 
our effons were geared towards delivering that 
"unique brand story for the conference. 

"The тег business innovators from Ayala Land; 
BMW, Nokia, PLOT. Philippine Dally Inquirer, Sun 
Life of Canada, Abbott, BBDO Guerrero Ortega, 
French Baker, VentureRepublic, Good Thinking and 
the Asian Institute of Management, will apen win- 
‘ows of sighs шерге al delegates 

Creative geniuses from Lolodad's, Lor Calma De- 
sign, House of Laurel and Stages Productions will 
provide unusual stimuli to marketing theories, . ы 

Imagine a conference whero the speakers are in- 
troduced by a live jazz band, And as an encore, the 
best jazz vocalist in the world, 

Tagine a conference where all your senses willbe 
tickled: Take the ultimate driving machine for a test 
drive. eost your eyes on mpressionst paintings. Ex: 
periment with the atest mobile phones, Test your au- 
dio intelligence. fake unique photographs. 

And alt ihar jazz. 
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The Great Innovators 


Joerg Bauer 


Paul Roebuck 
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Rajo Laurel 


Alexandra. 
Prieto-Romualdez 


Issa Baron 
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Lorenzo Tan 


0730 - 0900 


0900 - 1000 


JU Roces 
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1100 - 1200 


1200 - 0115 


0115 - 0130 


0130 - 0230. 


Butch Jimenez. 


0230 - 0330 


0330 - 0400 
0400 - 0500 


0500 - 0600 


‘Audie Gemora 
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(May 18, 2006) 
Registration 


Welcome Remarks: "Move Up to 
World Class" PMA Theme 

by Tom Banguis, PMA President 
Opening Ceremony 

Erly de Guzman, PMA EVP 


‘All That Jazz” Theme by Jos Ortega, 
РМА NMG Overall Chair 


“The Art of Innovation” 
by Rene Almendras, 

President, Cebu Holdings Inc. 
and VP/Group Head, 

Operation Transformation Group, 
Ayala Land Inc. 


“The 
Principle’ 
by Joerg Breuer, President, 
BMW Philippines 


ind as the Central Operating 


Networking Lunch. 
Sponsored by Phil у Inquirer 


Philippine Marketing Association 


“Driving Innovations Investment 
with Fiscal Soundnes 


“Market Leadership through 
Product Innovations” 

by Khanna, Marketing Director, 
Nokia Philippines 


Take Five: Coffee Break 


“Work that Works" 
by Paul Roebuck, Chief Consultant, 
BBDO Guerrero Ortega 


“Creativity Across Borders 

with Ed Calma of Lor Calma Design, 
Arie! Manuel of Lolodad 

and Rajo Laurel of Hou 

hosted by JJ Roces, Professor, 
Asian institute of Management 


Day 2 Announcements 


MEGAWORLD 


citibank £$ PLDT 


0830 - 0900 


0900 - 1000 


1000 - 1100 


1100 - 1200 


1200 -0115 


0115 -0130 


0130 - 0230 


0230 - 0330 


0330 - 0400 


0400 - 0500 


0500 - 0600 
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ду: 
А New Boardroom Paradigm" 

by Martin Roll, 

Author of “Asian Brand Strategy" 
and President of VentureRepubiic 


га Prieto- 
Philippine Daily Inquirer 


"Building a Culture of Innovation" 
by Butch Jimenez 


SVP, Retail Business Group, 


Networking Lunch 


Philippine Marketing Association 
Announcements 


“The Road Ahead for the Philippine. 
Pharmaceutical Industry" 

by Edwin Feist 

President, Abbott Philippine: 

and Regional Director, Philippine 
Australia and New Zealand 


"Creative Entrepreneurship. 
Builds Long-Lasting Brand: 

by Johnlu Koa, Founder and CEO, 
French Baker 


Take Five: Coffee Bre: 


by Issa Baron, Managing Partner 
Good Thinking 


"The Boardroom Is Your Stag 
by Audie Gemora, President, 
Stages Production Inc. 


Cocktails... and All That Jazz 
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„Organizing Committee: 


President & Founder 
Galing Pilipino Movement (GPM) 


| 
& ‘Chairman & CEO, BrandLab 


i DIRECTOR. Enda B. de Guzman 


% PROGRAM CHAIR Edwin C. Mapanao 
4 Markering Direerar 
3 UTS (unilab Animal Heath Group) 


MARKETING CHAIR- Maeyeth C. Cadungog 


y Marketing Manager 
T PAX Associated Markering & М 
1 


ё 


ment Services 


MARKETING CO-CHAIR -Nike A. Mora. 
‘Marketing Direcior 
ANIMO MARKETING, INC. 


ADMIN CHAIR Sonia E. de Guzman 
President, 
GRAND LINK VENTURES 


CO-CHAIR ADMIN- Gwen C. Albarracin 
COO / Vice President 
CENTER FOR POP MUSIC PHILIPPINES, INC. 


WAYS & MEANS-CHAIR - Rene R. Reinoso 
SV? Sales & Markering 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


EXHIBIT CHAIR -Ting l: Samonte 
Vice President / Manager 
DIRECT MARK COMMUNICATIONS 
7 AEG & COMPANY CPAS 


FINANCE CHAIR. Herminio J. del Rosario 
Retail Training & Marketing Consultant 
SUPER EAST ASIA 


STAGING CHAIR- Joc! G. Jimenez 
SVP 
GMA MARKETING PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Edmond S. Alcaraz 
sident 
ALTA PRODUCTION 
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Connecting People 
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MONSTER RADIO ` 


THE РнішррІмЕ PLAZA 
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The association is determined to 
inculcate this mindset among its 
membership and the marketing 
practitioners іп general, 
fhrough programs throughout 
the year that will inspire, stimu- 
late, and nourish a world-class 
attitude and way of doing mar- 
keting! 


“World-class” defines a clear performance 
standard which will enable local marketers to 
level the playing field with the global players. 
Ttisan exacting, demanding, and strict criteri- 


‘This isa bold aspiration which the logo re- 
fects with the use of big, bold and strong let- 
ters 

"Can Filipino-owned marketing companies 
measure up to world-class standards? 

‘The answer, proudly is "Of course! Jolibee, 
Globe Telecoms, PLDT and Smart, Ayala Cor- 
poration, San Miguel Corporation, URC Cor- 
poration are world-class Filipino companies, 
justto namea few." 

As these and other Filip 
nies have shown the wor 

‘And the theme captures this spirit, with 
confidence, by integrating the statement in 
the logo! 


‘owned compa: 
Kaya Natin! 
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__Daming choices. Isang numero.. 


HALL OF FAMER (Most Outstanding Filipino Franchise of the Year-Food Category) 


The Resort Experience. 


Meet in a five-star hotel :8* Play golf /8* Unwind in a spa -$ Work out “$ Dine on East-West cuisine 


19% Shop and play Experience it all in a resort-in-the-city that is your home 


%, 


Sarasota 


The newest phase of 
The Residential Resort at Newport City 


кшй 


The Metro's First and Only Luxury Resort Residences 


Gozar Street, Newport City, Pasay City 


Live everyday a fresh new way, with a feeling of adventure and fun, in your home within a resort. Right next to... 


Where you can experience five-star luxury any time of day. s ound for golf aficionados, Tee off in the r 
Here, 350 elegantly appointed rooms are matched by business уеп. None golfers can ojo front-row : " 
centers and rious eur amenities Wher you can umvind amid top-notch therapeutic facilities, 
a modern Fitness Center... еам оста мани с 
Shopping and Entertainment Complex.; E 
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“The whole family will enjoy hours of healthy recreation with : 
first-rate amenities including a gym, adult and children's swimming Explore a stroctscpe of international restaurants, stylish boutiques and alfresco cafés 
pools, tennis and badminton courts and landscaped play areas, with live performances—all within walking distance from home. 


At Sarasota, discover the privileges of living close to nature 
in a Mediterrancan-style resort setting inspired by Lake Las Vegas. 
Choose from an executive studio, 1-bedroom or 2-bedroom 
а. е } 3 7 loe, with wide windows and balconies. 
e Th legant, earth-toned residential buildings arc no more 
Memor stories high, so air can low fíecly Each building boasts 
п lobby and ample basement parking. Aside from a guarded 
эсе gate, a tree-lined perimeter fence encloses the entire 
"The interior ronds are wide and made safe 
idee. 
the bomes are clustered around the play amenities, 
for neighbors to get together at the lap pool, 
‘ues station or tennis court, Or at the 
ing area and the aviary with benches, Children, too, 
sil enjoy hours of fun in their own pool and play areas- 


2 2-bedroom unit. 
Join us on May 21, Sunday, “7 — foraslowas 
9 AM to 5 PM, at the Newport City P23,000 — Arm 


Grand Showroom. «ж € = 
| | 
Newport City Information Centre, Newport City, Pasay City, Metro Manila, Philippines 


(632) 855-7580 * 855-7583 * 855-7594 * 855-7586 Megaworld Newport 


—Ó— Property Holdings, Inc. 


